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To all who are spiritually weary and seek rest;

to all who mourn and long for comfort;

to all who struggle and desire victory;

to all who sin and need a Savior;

to all who are strangers and want fellowship;

to all who hunger and thirst after righteousness;

and to all who will come,

this church opens wide her doors

and offers welcome

in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.
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Grace Church is affiliated with the Presbyterian Church in America (PCA).
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________________Reflections________________

God loves each of us as if there were only one of us.
— Saint Augustine

Faith expects from God what is beyond all expectation.
— Andrew Murray

We tend to drag up our old sins, that we tend to live under a vague sense of
guilt…we are not nearly as vigorous in appropriating God’s forgiveness as He is
in extending it. Consequently, instead of living in the sunshine of God’s
forgiveness through Christ, we tend to live under an overcast sky of guilt most of
the time.

— Jerry Bridges

+  ADVENT  +  CHRISTMAS + EPIPHANY + LENT  + EASTER  + PENTECOST +
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Grace Presbyterian Church
September 12, 2021

10:30 AM

Prelude

Words of Welcome1

________________Praise________________

Call to Worship Revelation 1:4-6, 8

Minister: Grace and peace to you from him who is, and who was, and who is to
come, and from the seven spirits before his throne, and from Jesus
Christ, who is the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and
the ruler of the kings of the earth.

People: To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood, and
has made us to be a kingdom and priests to serve his God and
Father—to him be glory and power for ever and ever! Amen.

Minister: “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is, and
who was, and who is to come, the Almighty.”

1 As a courtesy, please program all communication devices to silent mode. Thank you!
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Song of Praise Christ Our Hope In Life And Death
Jordan Kauflin, Keith Getty, Matt Boswell, Matt Papa

What is our hope in life and death
Christ alone Christ alone
What is our only confidence
That our souls to Him belong
Who holds our days within His hand
What comes apart from His command
And what will keep us to the end
The love of Christ in which we stand

Chorus:
O sing hallelujah
Our hope springs eternal
O sing hallelujah
Now and ever we confess
Christ our hope in life and death

What truth can calm the troubled soul
God is good God is good
Where is His grace and goodness known
In our great Redeemer's blood
Who holds our faith when fears arise
Who stands above the stormy trial
Who sends the waves that bring us nigh
Unto the shore the rock of Christ (chorus)

Unto the grave what will we sing
Christ He lives Christ He lives
And what reward will heaven bring
Everlasting life with Him
There we will rise to meet the Lord
Then sin and death will be destroyed
And we will feast in endless joy
When Christ is ours forevermore (chorus)
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Prayer of Adoration

Confession of Faith The Heidelberg Catechism– Q. 1

Minister: What is your only comfort in life and in death?

All: That I am not my own, but belong—body and soul, in life and in
death—to my faithful Savior, Jesus Christ.

He has fully paid for all my sins with his precious blood, and has set
me free from the tyranny of the devil. He also watches over me in
such a way that not a hair can fall from my head without the will of
my Father in heaven; in fact, all things must work together for my
salvation.

Because I belong to him, Christ, by his Holy Spirit, assures me of
eternal life and makes me wholeheartedly willing and ready from
now on to live for him.

Song of Adoration His Mercy Is More
Matt Boswell and Matt Papa

What love could remember no wrongs we have done
Omniscient, all knowing, He counts not their sum
Thrown into a sea without bottom or shore
Our sins they are many, His mercy is more

What patience would wait as we constantly roam
What Father, so tender, is calling us home
He welcomes the weakest, the vilest, the poor
Our sins they are many, His mercy is more

Chorus:
Praise the Lord His mercy is more
Stronger than darkness, new every morn
Our sins they are many, His mercy is more
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What riches of kindness He lavished on us
His blood was the payment, His life was the cost
We stood 'neath a debt we could never afford
Our sins they are many, His mercy is more (chorus)

_____________Renewal_______________

Scripture Reading 1 John 4:9-11

This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into
the world that we might live through him. This is love: not that we loved God,
but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. Dear
friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.

Confession of Sin

Minister
& People:

Loving God, we know that you love us, so we confess that we have let you
down. Every day we betray you, deny you, misunderstand you, crucify you. We
betray you when we are selfish or unkind. We deny you when we do not speak
out for justice and truth. We misrepresent you when we fail to love and forgive
and when we hold grudges. We misunderstand you when we justify our actions
by misquoting your teaching. We are truly sorry and we turn away from our sin
and towards you now. Thank you for your grace and for the sacrifice of Jesus'
life that brings us life in you. Through Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Private Confession and Reflection

7



Words of Encouragement based on Colossians 1:19-22

Minister: In Christ all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through
him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on
earth or in heaven, by making peace through the blood of his cross.
And you who were once estranged and hostile in mind, doing evil
deeds, he has now reconciled in his fleshly body through death, so as
to present you holy and blameless and irreproachable before him.

Brothers and sisters, through the cross of Christ we are forgiven and
reconciled to God.

All: Thanks be to God!

Song of Thanksgiving King Of Kings
Brooke Ligertwood, Jason Ingram, and Scott Ligertwood

In the darkness we were waiting
Without hope without light
Till from Heaven You came running
There was mercy in Your eyes
To fulfill the law and prophets
To a virgin came the Word
From a throne of endless glory
To a cradle in the dirt

To reveal the kingdom coming
And to reconcile the lost
To redeem the whole creation
You did not despise the cross
For even in Your suffering
You saw to the other side
Knowing this was our salvation
Jesus for our sake You died
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Chorus:
Praise the Father
Praise the Son
Praise the Spirit three in one
God of Glory
Majesty
Praise forever to the King of kings

And the morning that You rose
All of heaven held its breath
Till that stone was moved for good
For the Lamb had conquered death
And the dead rose from their tombs
And the angels stood in awe
For the souls of all who'd come
To the Father are restored

And the Church of Christ was born
Then the Spirit lit the flame
Now this Gospel truth of old
Shall not kneel shall not faint
By His blood and in His Name
In His freedom I am free
For the love of Jesus Christ
Who has resurrected me (chorus)

Recognition of 1st and 7th Graders  

The Prayers of the People (concluded with the Lord’s prayer)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us
our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen!
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Peace of God

Minister: May the peace of Christ be with you!

People: And also with you.

If parents prefer, children 4 years old – 2nd grade
are invited to attend Children’s Church in the Education Building at this time.

Doxology Thomas Ken & Bob Kauflin

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
In heaven above and earth below:
Praise God the Father and the Son,
Praise God the Spirit, three-in-one.

Announcements

_______________Commitment______________

The Offering

The offering is a way for members and friends of Grace Church to support the
church’s mission and ministry. If you are our guest today, please feel under no
compulsion to give.
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Scripture Reading Hosea 14:1-9

1 Return, Israel, to the Lord your God.
Your sins have been your downfall!

2 Take words with you
and return to the Lord.

Say to him:
“Forgive all our sins

and receive us graciously,
that we may offer the fruit of our lips.

3 Assyria cannot save us;
we will not mount warhorses.

We will never again say ‘Our gods’
to what our own hands have made,
for in you the fatherless find compassion.”

4 “I will heal their waywardness
and love them freely,
for my anger has turned away from them.

5 I will be like the dew to Israel;
he will blossom like a lily.

Like a cedar of Lebanon
he will send down his roots;

6     his young shoots will grow.
His splendor will be like an olive tree,

his fragrance like a cedar of Lebanon.
7 People will dwell again in his shade;

they will flourish like the grain,
they will blossom like the vine—

Israel’s fame will be like the wine of Lebanon.
8 Ephraim, what more have I to do with idols?

I will answer him and care for him.
I am like a flourishing juniper;

your fruitfulness comes from me.”

9 Who is wise? Let them realize these things.
Who is discerning? Let them understand.

The ways of the Lord are right;
the righteous walk in them,
but the rebellious stumble in them.
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Minister: This is the Word of the LORD.

People: Thanks be to God!

Sermon Pastor Brad Wright
GRACE IN ACTION

SEEING JESUS IN THE MINOR PROPHETS

The Great Thanksgiving

Minister: Therefore, lift up your hearts.

People: We lift them up to the Lord!

Minister: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.

People: It is right to give him thanks and praise!

Minister: Together we proclaim the mystery of faith.

All: Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again!

Song of Communion Your Love Defends Me
Hannah Kerr and Matt Maher

You are my joy You are my song
You are the well the One I'm drawing from
You are my refuge my whole life long
Where else would I go

Chorus:
Surely my God is the strength of my soul
Your love defends me
Your love defends me
And when I feel like I'm all alone
Your love defends me
Your love defends me
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Day after day night after night
I will remember You're with me in this fight
Although the battle it rages on
The war's already won
I know the war is already won (chorus x 2)

______________COMMUNION_______________

Guidelines for Reception of Communion

Communion is a family meal for Christians. We welcome all committed followers of Jesus Christ to
partake of this sacrament: those who are baptized members of a congregation which proclaims the
gospel, who are at peace with God and with their neighbor, and who seek strength to live more faithfully
for Christ. If you are not a Christian, or if you are not prepared to share in this meal, we encourage you
to spend this time in prayer using the prayers that follow as guidelines. We hope that this time is
helpful as you consider your relationship with Jesus Christ, and with his people, the church.

Prayer of Consecration and the Words of Institution

Prayer for those not communing:

Prayer for Covenant Children (Not Yet Confirmed)
Lord Jesus, thank you for placing me inside your family, the church. Help me more and
more to know you, to love you, and to follow you as your faithful disciple. Amen.

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth
Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the life. If what you claim is true, please
guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality of who you are. Grant that I might be
undaunted by the cost of following you, as I consider the reasons for doing so. Give me an
understanding of you that is coherent, convincing, and that leads to the life that you
promise. Amen.

Prayer of Belief
Lord Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever before believed, but,
through you, I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared to hope. I thank you for
paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross, and offering forgiveness and new
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life. Knowing that you have been raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive
you as my Savior. Amen.

Prayer for Those Struggling with Sin
Lord Jesus, grant that I may see in you the fulfillment of all my needs, and may turn from
every false satisfaction to feed on you, the true and living bread. Enable me to lay aside the
sin that clings so closely, and run with perseverance the race set before me, looking only to
you, the author and finisher of my faith. Amen.

Prayer of Commitment
Lord Jesus, you have called us to follow you in baptism and in a life of committed
discipleship in your church. Grant that I may take the necessary steps to be one with your
people and live in the fullness of your Spirit. Amen.

Distribution of the Bread and the Cup

To open your elements, peel back the first plastic seal to expose the unleavened
wafer. Then peel back the second plastic seal to expose the juice. Once opened,
please hold the elements until all have been received so we can celebrate this meal
together. If you need gluten-free elements, please let an usher know.

Song of Commitment Your Love Defends Me
Hannah Kerr and Matt Maher

Chorus:
Surely my God is the strength of my soul
Your love defends me
Your love defends me
And when I feel like I'm all alone
Your love defends me
Your love defends me

Benediction2 Numbers 6:24-26

“The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face shine on you and be
gracious to you; the Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace.”

2The benediction is much more than a wish or even a prayer. It is a renewed ordination of the people of God to their service to each
other, to their community and the world.  God declares his own favor toward his people.
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Dismiss

Minister: Now, let us go forth to serve this community and the world
as those who love our Lord Jesus Christ.

People: Thanks be to God!

The pastoral staff and other church leaders are available following the service
to pray with you or to answer your questions about the Christian faith or Grace Church.

Worship Music3

Thank you for sharing your gifts and talents with Grace Presbyterian Church.

Jeffery Adams, clarinet Luke Hubley, drums
Brent Allmon, sax Rae Moses, piano
Jonathan Ellisor, electric guitar Tim Mulder, bass
Damon Henrichs, guitar Jennifer Reddick, flute

______________ Sermon Notes ______________
Hosea 14:1-9

SEEING JESUS IN THE MINOR PROPHETS

3All songs except hymns are copied under CCL # 1214497. The hymns are reprinted from Trinity Hymnal (© 1990, Great Commission
Publications). Used by permission. All Scripture is quoted from, unless otherwise indicated, the THE HOLY BIBLE, NEW
INTERNATIONAL VERSION®, NIV® Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.™ Used by permission

15



____________ Announcements ____________

Ways to Connect at Grace where you can explore, engage, and get involved
throughout the week.
●Church Center App (GPC Woodlands), use this QR code for a quick link to

the app.
●Our church website, https://www.gracewoodlands.org/
●Our GPCGuest WIFI password is GPCGPC.

Stewardship: Grace thanks you so much for your generous gifts and offerings to our Savior
for August 2021.

General Fund Giving for August - $109,656
$575,728: Jan. - Aug. 2021 General Fund Budget
$469,687: Jan. - Aug. Actual General Fund Income
($106,041): 2021 Variance

Online Giving Link: https://www.elexiogiving.com/App/Giving/grac8989200.
To access your  giving records: https://gracewoodlands.elexiochms.com/user/login

____________ Welcome, Guests! ____________

Welcome to Grace Presbyterian Church! If you would like us to keep you in
the loop with what's going on at GPC, please take a moment to fill out the
visitor information form by using the QR code. We would be happy to meet
you!

Children's Ministries:
●Parents of Infants-Three-Yr Olds: Our nursery classes (ages 8 weeks thru 3 years) provide

a warm, nurturing, and well-supervised environment. Our workers welcome the
opportunity to love your child! When using the nursery, please check-in and label all items
(bags, cups, etc.) with your child’s name. If you have any questions about the Nursery,
contact our Children's Ministry Coordinator, Kate Weimar, at kate@gracewoodlands.org.

●Children’s Church is for children ages 4 through 2nd grade. During the passing of the
peace, the children line up with their leader in the back of the sanctuary to exit worship.
During the song of communion, children will rejoin their families to observe communion
with the rest of the church body. We will gather in room 108 in the Education Building to
sing songs, pray, and hear a children’s sermon.

8989   Woodlands Pkwy, The Woodlands TX, 77382 / Phone: 281-296-0911
www.gracewoodlands.org
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