
GRACE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH



To all who are spiritually weary and seek rest;

to all who mourn and long for comfort;

to all who struggle and desire victory;

to all who sin and need a Savior;

to all who are strangers and want fellowship;

to all who hunger and thirst after righteousness;

and to all who will come,

this church opens wide her doors

and offers welcome

in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.

________________ Church Staff & Officers ________________
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Caleb McDuffee
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Jon Green

Rob McIntosh
Mark Moore
Andy Yung
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Mark Hill
Scott Johnston

Mike Ryan
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Sunny Yung

Grace Church is affiliated with the Presbyterian Church in America (PCA).
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Reflections

We may ignore, but we can nowhere evade the presence of God. The world is crowded
with Him. He walks everywhere incognito.

— C.S. Lewis

The most holy and important practice in the spiritual life is the presence of God – that
is, every moment to take great pleasure that God is with you.

— Brother Lawrence

We rarely think of the air we breathe, yet it is in us and around us all the time. In
similar fashion, the presence of God penetrates us, is all around us, is always
embracing us.

— Thomas Keating

+  ADVENT  +  CHRISTMAS  +  EPIPHANY  +  LENT  + EASTER  + PENTECOST +

Pentecost (Ten days after the ascension of Christ and fifty days after his resurrection)
leads us toward Christ the King Sunday (Celebrating the promised second coming of
Christ we read about in Acts 1:10-11). These final days of Pentecost remind us that not
only will Christ return, but that during this age we are to live in the "already" of what
Christ has done and the "not yet" of what is to come. Today, the Spirit is at work as the
word goes out and as Christ's people continue to seek to love others as the Father has
loved us. Pentecost season declares Jesus as the Messiah and the Lord. We are meant to
live by the Spirit in a renewed experience of Jesus' presence as we anticipate his return.
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Grace Presbyterian Church

The Lord’s Day, September 25, 2022

10:30 am

Prelude1

Words of Welcome

________________Praise________________

Call to Worship Psalm 36:5-9

Minister: Your love, LORD, reaches to the heavens, your faithfulness to the
skies. Your righteousness is like the highest mountains, your justice
like the great deep. You, LORD, preserve both people and animals.

People: How priceless is your unfailing love, O God! People take refuge in
the shadow of your wings. They feast on the abundance of your
house; you give them drink from your river of delights.

All: For with you is the fountain of life; in your light we see light.

1 As a courtesy, please program all communication devices to silent mode. Thank you!
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Song of Praise Holy Holy Holy
John Bacchus Dykes and Reginald Heber

Holy, holy, holy!
Lord God Almighty!
Early in the morning
Our song shall rise to thee
Holy, holy, holy!
Merciful and mighty!
God in three persons,
Blessed Trinity!

Holy, holy, holy!
All the saints adore thee
Casting down their golden crowns
Around the glassy sea;
Cherubim and seraphim
Falling down before thee,
Which were, and art,
And evermore shalt be.

Holy, holy, holy!
Though the darkness hide thee
Though the eye of sinful man
Thy glory may not see,
Only Thou art holy:
There is none beside thee
Perfect in power,
In love and purity.

Holy, holy, holy!
Lord God Almighty!
All Thy works shall praise Thy name
In earth and sky and sea.
Holy, holy, holy,
Merciful and mighty!
God in three persons,
Blessed Trinity!
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Prayer of Adoration

Song of Adoration Christ Our Hope In Life And Death
Jordan Kauflin, Keith Getty, Matt Boswell, Matt Papa, and Matthew Merker

What is our hope in life and death
Christ alone Christ alone
What is our only confidence
That our souls to Him belong
Who holds our days within His hand
What comes apart from His command
And what will keep us to the end
The love of Christ in which we stand

Chorus:
O sing hallelujah
Our hope springs eternal
O sing hallelujah
Now and ever we confess
Christ our hope in life and death

What truth can calm the troubled soul
God is good God is good
Where is His grace and goodness known
In our great Redeemer's blood
Who holds our faith when fears arise
Who stands above the stormy trial
Who sends the waves that bring us nigh
Unto the shore the rock of Christ (chorus)

Unto the grave what will we sing
Christ He lives Christ He lives
And what reward will heaven bring
Everlasting life with Him
There we will rise to meet the Lord
Then sin and death will be destroyed
And we will feast in endless joy
When Christ is ours forevermore (chorus)
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_______________Renewal_______________

Call to Renewal Philippians 4:6-7

Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition,
with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 7 And the peace of God, which
transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ
Jesus.

Confession of Sin

Minister
and People:

Almighty God, you have raised Jesus from the grave and crowned him Lord of all.
We confess that we have not bowed before him or acknowledged his rule in our
lives. We have gone along with the way of the world and failed to give him glory.
Forgive us and raise us from sin, that we may be your faithful people, obeying the
commands of our Lord Jesus Christ, who rules the world and is the head of the
church, his body. Amen.

Private Confession and Reflection

Words of Encouragement                                                      Philippians 4:12-13

Jesus said to him, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the
Father except through me."

7



Song of Thanksgiving His Mercy Is More
Matt Boswell and Matt Papa

What love could remember no wrongs we have done
Omniscient, all knowing, He counts not their sum
Thrown into a sea without bottom or shore
Our sins they are many, His mercy is more

Chorus:
Praise the Lord His mercy is more
Stronger than darkness new every morn
Our sins they are many His mercy is more

What patience would wait as we constantly roam
What Father, so tender, is calling us home
He welcomes the weakest, the vilest, the poor
Our sins they are many, His mercy is more (chorus)

What riches of kindness He lavished on us
His blood was the payment, His life was the cost
We stood 'neath a debt we could never afford
Our sins they are many, His mercy is more (chorus)

The Prayers of the People (concluded with the Lord’s prayer)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever. Amen!
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The Peace of God

Minister: The peace of Christ be with you.

People: And also with you!

If parents prefer, children 4 years old – 2nd grade
are invited to attend Children’s Church in the Education Building at this time.

Doxology Thomas Ken & Bob Kauflin

Praise God from whom all blessings flow
In heaven above and earth below
Praise God the Father and the Son
Praise God the Spirit, three-in-one. Amen.

Announcements

_______________Commitment_______________

The Offering

The offering is a way for members and friends of Grace Church to support the
church’s mission and ministry. If you are our guest today, please feel under no
compulsion to give.
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Scripture Reading Acts 2:1-13

When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. 2 Suddenly a
sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole
house where they were sitting. 3 They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that
separated and came to rest on each of them. 4 All of them were filled with the Holy
Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.

5 Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation under
heaven. 6 When they heard this sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment,
because each one heard their own language being spoken. 7 Utterly amazed, they
asked: “Aren’t all these who are speaking Galileans? 8 Then how is it that each of us
hears them in our native language? 9 Parthians, Medes and Elamites; residents of
Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia,
Egypt and the parts of Libya near Cyrene; visitors from Rome 11 (both Jews and
converts to Judaism); Cretans and Arabs—we hear them declaring the wonders of
God in our own tongues!” 12 Amazed and perplexed, they asked one another,
“What does this mean?”

13 Some, however, made fun of them and said, “They have had too much wine.”

Minister: This is the Word of the LORD.

People: Thanks be to God!

Sermon Pastor Brad Wright
Empowered by the Spirit

ACTS: TO THE ENDS OF THE EARTH
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_______________Communion_______________

Guidelines for Reception of Communion

Communion is the family meal for Christians. We welcome all committed followers of Jesus Christ to
partake of this sacrament: those who are baptized members of a congregation which proclaims the
gospel, who are at peace with God and with their neighbor, and who seek strength to live more
faithfully for Christ. If you are not a Christian, or if you are not prepared to share in this meal, we
encourage you to spend this time in prayer using the prayers that follow as guidelines. We hope that
this time is helpful as you consider your relationship with Jesus Christ, and with his people, the
church.

The Great Thanksgiving

Minister: Therefore, lift up your hearts.

People: We lift them up to the Lord.

Minister: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.

People: It is right to give him thanks and praise!

Minister: Together, we proclaim the mystery of faith.

All: Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again!
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Song of Communion All Things New
Andrew Peterson

Come broken and weary.
Come battered and bruised.
My Jesus makes all things new,
All things new.

Come lost and abandoned.
Come blown by the wind.
He'll bring you back home again,
Home again.

Chorus:
Rise up, oh you sleeper, awake,
The light of the dawn is upon you.
Rise up, oh you sleeper, awake,
He makes all things new.
All things new.

Come frozen with shame.
Come burning with guilt.
My Jesus, he loves you still,
He loves you still. (chorus)

Prayer of Consecration and the Words of Institution

Prayer for those not communing:

Prayer for Covenant Children (Not Yet Confirmed): Lord Jesus, thank you for placing
me inside your family, the church. Help me more and more to know you, to love
you, and to follow you as your faithful disciple. Amen.

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth: Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth and
the life. If what you claim is true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the
reality of who you are. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following you
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as I consider the reasons for doing so. Give me an understanding of you that is
coherent, convincing, and that leads to the life that you promise. Amen.

Prayer of Belief: Lord Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever
before believed, but, through you, I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared
to hope. I thank you for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross and
offering forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been raised from the
dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as my Savior. Amen.

Prayer for Those Struggling with Sin: Lord Jesus, grant that I may see in you the
fulfillment of all my needs, and may turn from every false satisfaction to feed on
you, the true and living bread. Enable me to lay aside the sin that clings so closely,
and run with perseverance the race set before me, looking only to you, the author
and finisher of my faith. Amen.

Prayer of Commitment: Lord Jesus, you have called us to follow you in baptism and
in a life of committed discipleship in your church. Grant that I may take the
necessary steps to be one with your people, and live in the fullness of your Spirit.
Amen.

Distribution of the Bread and the Cup

Once the stations are ready, please come forward, row by row, to receive the
elements. When everyone has returned to their seat, we will stand together and sing
the final verse from our Song of Commitment.

Song of Commitment All Things New
Andrew Peterson

So hold on to the promise.
The stories are true that Jesus makes all things new.

Chorus:
Rise up, oh you sleeper, awake,
The light of the dawn is upon you.
Rise up, oh you sleeper, awake,
He makes all things new. All things new!
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Benediction2 Romans 15:13

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you
may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Dismissal

Minister: Now, let us go forth to serve this community and the world as those
who love our Lord Jesus Christ.

All: Thanks be to God!

The pastoral staff and other church leaders are available following the service to pray with you or to answer
your questions about the Christian faith or Grace Church.

Worship Music

Brent Allmon, sax
Fang Daniels, cello
Rae Moses, piano
Hetti Prior, violin
Daniel Walker, guitar

2 The benediction is much more than a wish or even a prayer. It is a renewed ordination of the people of God to their service to each
other, to their community and the world. God declares his own favor toward his people.
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____________ Announcements ____________

Welcome, Guests to Grace Presbyterian Church! If you would like us to keep you in
the loop with what's going on at GPC, please take a moment to fill out the visitor
information form by using the QR code. We would be happy to meet you!

Ways to Connect at Grace where you can explore, engage, and get involved
throughout the week.
●Church Center App (GPC Woodlands), use this QR code for a quick link

to the app.
●Our church website, https://www.gpcwoodlands.org/
●Our GPCGuest WIFI password is GPCGPC.

Stewardship Update 2022: Thank you so much for your generous gifts to our Savior.

General Fund Giving for August: $91,160
$636,664: Jan. - August 2022 General Fund Budget
$576,219: Jan. - August 2022 Actual General Fund Income
($60,445): 2022 Variance                                                               *2022 GF Budget 955,000

Online Giving Link or YTD 2022 statements can be found on our APP at
https://gpcwoodlands.churchcenter.com/login. Please contact Dianna in the office if
you have any questions.

Children's Ministries:
●Parents of Infants-Three-Yr Olds: Our nursery classes (ages 8 weeks thru 3 years)

provide a warm, nurturing, and well-supervised environment. Our Staff welcomes
the opportunity to love your child! When using the nursery, please check-in and
label all items (bags, cups, etc.) with your child’s name. If you have any questions
about the Nursery, contact our Children's Ministry Coordinator, Kate Weimar, at
kate@gracewoodlands.org.

●Children’s Church is for children ages 4 through 2nd grade. During the passing of
the peace, the children line up with their leader in the back of the sanctuary to exit
worship. During the song of communion, children will rejoin their families to
observe communion with the rest of the church body. We will gather in room 108 in
the Education Building to sing songs, pray, and hear a children’s sermon.
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Banners Explained: Banners Explained: In Christian tradition, green came to
symbolize the life of the church following Pentecost, as well as symbolizing the hope of
new life in the resurrection. This color indicates ordinary time, which is the time
between the major Christian Seasons.

The Banner on right symbolizes the Trinity, the belief that God is three persons:
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit and yet, one God. No part of the Trinity is ever out of
alignment (moving independently) from the other parts of the Trinity. The circle
represents eternity. The circle is frequently seen with the Trinitarian symbol,
representing the eternal qualities of each part of the Godhead.

On the left, the circle of the Celtic Cross is a symbol of eternity that emphasizes
the endlessness of God’s love as shown through Christ’s sacrifice on the cross. The IHS
in the center is the abbreviated name of Jesus in Greek and is a very old symbol, dating
back to the first century. Each panel focuses on a central aspect of His work. The cross
is framed with grapes, a symbol of our Lord's blood shed on the cross for us.

8989   Woodlands Pkwy, The Woodlands TX, 77382 / Phone: 281-296-0911
www. gpcwoodlands.org
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