
GRACE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH



To all who are spiritually weary and seek rest;

to all who mourn and long for comfort;

to all who struggle and desire victory;

to all who sin and need a Savior;

to all who are strangers and want fellowship;

to all who hunger and thirst after righteousness;

and to all who will come,

this church opens wide her doors

and offers welcome

in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.
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Grace Church is affiliated with the Presbyterian Church in America (PCA).
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Reflections

Worship…is the most appropriate response that can be made to resurrection.
— Eugene H. Peterson

The Church of Christ is not an institution; it is a new life with Christ and in Christ,
guided by the Holy Spirit.

— Sergius Bulgakov

True spirituality is not a superhuman religiosity; it is simply true humanity released
from bondage to sin and renewed by the Holy Spirit. This is given to us as we grasp
by faith the full content of Christ’s redemptive work; freedom from the guilt and
power of sin.

— Richard Lovelace

+  ADVENT  +  CHRISTMAS  +  EPIPHANY  +  LENT  + EASTER  + PENTECOST +

Pentecost (Ten days after the ascension of Christ and fifty days after his resurrection)
leads us toward Christ the King Sunday (Celebrating the promised second coming of
Christ we read about in Acts 1:10-11). These final days of Pentecost remind us that not
only will Christ return, but that during this age we are to live in the "already" of what
Christ has done and the "not yet" of what is to come. Today, the Spirit is at work as the
word goes out and as Christ's people continue to seek to love others as the Father has
loved us. Pentecost season declares Jesus as the Messiah and the Lord. We are meant to
live by the Spirit in a renewed experience of Jesus' presence as we anticipate his return.
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Grace Presbyterian Church

The Lord’s Day, October 02, 2022

10:30 am

Prelude1

Words of Welcome

________________Praise________________

Call to Worship based on Psalm 20:5, Isaiah 12:6

Minister: Let us shout for joy over your salvation.

All: Shout and sing for joy, O inhabitant of Zion,
for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel.

1 As a courtesy, please program all communication devices to silent mode. Thank you!
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Song of Praise Let Us Love And Sing And Wonder
John Newton and Laura Taylor

Let us love and sing and wonder
Let us praise the Savior's name
He has hushed the law's loud thunder
He has quenched Mount Sinai's flame
He has washed us with His blood
He has washed us with His blood
He has washed us with His blood
He has brought us nigh to God

Let us love the Lord who bought us
Pitied us when enemies
Called us by His grace and taught us
Gave us ears and gave us eyes
He has washed us with His blood
He has washed us with His blood
He has washed us with His blood
He presents our souls to God

Let us praise and join the chorus
Of the saints enthroned on high
Here they trusted Him before us
Now their praises fill the sky
Thou hast washed us with Thy blood
Thou hast washed us with Thy blood
Thou hast washed us with Thy blood
Thou art worthy Lamb of God

Confession of Faith Heidelberg Q. 69

Minister: How does baptism remind you and assure you that Christ’s one
sacrifice on the cross is for you personally?

People: In this way: Christ instituted this outward washing and with it gave
the promise that as surely as water washes away the dirt from the
body, so certainly his blood and his Spirit wash away my soul’s
impurity, in other words, all my sins.
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Prayer of Adoration

Song of Adoration Abide With Me
Henry Francis Lyte and Justin Smith

Abide with me fast falls the eventide
The darkness deepens Lord with me abide
When other helpers fail and comforts flee
Help of the helpless abide with me

Thou on my head in early youth didst smile
And though rebellious and perverse meanwhile
Thou hast not left me though I oft left Thee
On to the close Lord abide with me

I need Thy presence every passing hour
What but Thy grace can foil the tempter’s power
Who like Thyself my guide and stay can be
Through cloud and sunshine abide with me

I fear no foe with Thee at hand to bless
Ills have no weight tears lose their bitterness
Where is thy sting death where grave thy victory
I triumph still abide with me

_______________Renewal_______________

Call to Renewal Romans 1:16-17

For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God that brings
salvation to everyone who believes: first to the Jew, then to the Gentile. 17 For in the
gospel the righteousness of God is revealed—a righteousness that is by faith from
first to last, just as it is written: “The righteous will live by faith.”
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Confession of Sin

Minister
and People:

Heavenly Father, In the gospel, you have given us the rich treasure of forgiveness,
life, and immortality. Yet we have been ashamed of that incredible gift and have
often devalued and hidden it by our words and actions. At times, we live as though
we don't know you and we have denied being associated with you or your church.
We have brought dishonor to your name when we have loudly proclaimed our faith
and then spoken harshly or behaved rudely, judging and condemning those who
don't agree with us. We mock the gospel when we live as though you love us more
when we're good than when we struggle and fail. Forgive us.

Thank you that the gospel is still true even when we are embarrassed by it, neglect
it, and are bored by it. Thank you that our assurance is rooted in Jesus' perfect
obedience, life, death, and resurrection. We are undone by your kindness. Help us to
treasure the good news of the gospel in our hearts and lives. Help us to believe and
experience its cleansing power, to forgive those who sin against us, and to
communicate the truth, hope, power, and love of your gospel in our lives and
actions so that Christ will be known and treasured by those around us. In Jesus'
name, Amen.

Private Confession and Reflection

Words of Encouragement                                                                1 John 5:11-13

And this is the testimony: God has given us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 12
Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have
life

13 I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you
may know that you have eternal life.
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Song of Thanksgiving Yet Not I but Through Christ in Me
Jonny Robinson, Rich Thompson and Michael Farren

What gift of grace is Jesus, my redeemer.
There is no more for heaven now to give.
He is my joy, my righteousness and freedom,
My steadfast love, my deep and boundless peace.
To this I hold: my hope is only Jesus.
For my life is wholly bound to his.
Oh how strange and divine, I can sing: all is mine!
Yet not I, but through Christ in me.

The night is dark, but I am not forsaken,
For by my side the Savior, he will stay.
I labour on in weakness and rejoicing,
For in my need, his power is displayed.
To this I hold: my shepherd will defend me.
Through the deepest valley he will lead.
Oh the night has been won, and I shall overcome!
Yet not I, but through Christ in me.

No fate I dread, I know I am forgiven,
The future sure, the price, it has been paid.
For Jesus bled and suffered for my pardon,
And he was raised to overthrow the grave.
To this I hold: my sin has been defeated.
Jesus now, And ever, is my plea.
Oh the chains are released, I can sing: I am free!
Yet not I, but through Christ in me.
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The Prayers of the People (concluded with the Lord’s prayer)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever. Amen!

The Peace of God

Minister: The peace of Christ be with you.

People: And also with you!

If parents prefer, children 4 years old – 2nd grade
are invited to attend Children’s Church in the Education Building at this time.

Doxology Thomas Ken & Bob Kauflin

Praise God from whom all blessings flow
In heaven above and earth below
Praise God the Father and the Son
Praise God the Spirit, three-in-one. Amen.

Announcements

_______________Commitment_______________
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The Offering

The offering is a way for members and friends of Grace Church to support the
church’s mission and ministry. If you are our guest today, please feel under no
compulsion to give.

Scripture Reading Acts 2:36-41

36 “Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you
crucified, both Lord and Messiah.” 37 When the people heard this, they were cut to
the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?”

38 Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus
Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy
Spirit. 39 The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off—for
all whom the Lord our God will call.”

40 With many other words he warned them; and he pleaded with them, “Save
yourselves from this corrupt generation.” 41 Those who accepted his message were
baptized, and about three thousand were added to their number that day.

Minister: This is the Word of the LORD.

People: Thanks be to God!

Sermon Pastor Brad Wright

Jesus is...
ACTS: TO THE ENDS OF THE EARTH
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_______________Communion_______________

Guidelines for Reception of Communion

Communion is the family meal for Christians. We welcome all committed followers of Jesus
Christ to partake of this sacrament: those who are baptized members of a congregation which
proclaims the gospel, who are at peace with God and with their neighbor, and who seek strength
to live more faithfully for Christ. If you are not a Christian, or if you are not prepared to share in
this meal, we encourage you to spend this time in prayer using the prayers that follow as
guidelines. We hope that this time is helpful as you consider your relationship with Jesus Christ,
and with his people, the church.

The Great Thanksgiving

Minister: Therefore, lift up your hearts.

People: We lift them up to the Lord.

Minister: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.

People: It is right to give him thanks and praise!

Minister: Together we proclaim the mystery of faith.

All: Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again!
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Song of Communion How Deep The Father's Love For Us
Stuart Townend

How deep the Father's love for us
How vast beyond all measure
That He should give His only Son
To make a wretch His treasure
How great the pain of searing loss
The Father turns His face away
As wounds which mar the Chosen One
Bring many sons to glory

Behold the Man upon a cross
My sin upon His shoulders
Ashamed I hear my mocking voice
Call out among the scoffers
It was my sin that held Him there
Until it was accomplished
His dying breath has brought me life
I know that it is finished

I will not boast in anything
No gifts no pow’r no wisdom
But I will boast in Jesus Christ
His death and resurrection
Why should I gain from His reward
I cannot give an answer
But this I know with all my heart
His wounds have paid my ransom
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Prayer of Consecration and the Words of Institution

Prayer for those not communing:

Prayer for Covenant Children (Not Yet Confirmed): Lord Jesus, thank you for placing
me inside your family, the church. Help me more and more to know you, to love
you, and to follow you as your faithful disciple. Amen.

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth: Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth and
the life. If what you claim is true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the
reality of who you are. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following you
as I consider the reasons for doing so. Give me an understanding of you that is
coherent, convincing, and that leads to the life that you promise. Amen.

Prayer of Belief: Lord Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever
before believed, but, through you, I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared
to hope. I thank you for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross and
offering forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been raised from the
dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as my Savior. Amen.

Prayer for Those Struggling with Sin: Lord Jesus, grant that I may see in you the
fulfillment of all my needs, and may turn from every false satisfaction to feed on
you, the true and living bread. Enable me to lay aside the sin that clings so closely,
and run with perseverance the race set before me, looking only to you, the author
and finisher of my faith. Amen.

Prayer of Commitment: Lord Jesus, you have called us to follow you in baptism and
in a life of committed discipleship in your church. Grant that I may take the
necessary steps to be one with your people, and live in the fullness of your Spirit.
Amen.

Distribution of the Bread and the Cup

Once the stations are ready, please come forward, row by row, to receive the
elements. Once everyone has returned to their seat, we will stand together and sing
the final verse from our Song of Commitment.
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Song of Commitment Yet Not I but Through Christ in Me
Jonny Robinson, Rich Thompson, and Michael Farren

With every breath I long to follow Jesus,
For he has said that he will bring me home.
And day by day I know he will renew me
Until I stand with joy before the throne.
To this I hold: my hope is only Jesus.
All the glory evermore to him.
When the race is complete, still my lips shall repeat:
Yet not I, but through Christ in me.

Benediction2

May He who is full of kindness and compassion,
Who is slow to anger, vast in love;
Whose works of love are of surpassing measure,
Keep you in the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace.

Dismissal

Minister: Now, let us go forth to serve this community and the world as those
who love our Lord Jesus Christ.

All: Thanks be to God!

The pastoral staff and other church leaders are available following the service to pray with you or to
answer your questions about the Christian faith or Grace Church.

2 The benediction is much more than a wish or even a prayer. It is a renewed ordination of the people of God to their service to each
other, to their community and the world. God declares his own favor toward his people.
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Worship Music

Fang Daniels, cello Rae Moses, piano Hetti Prior, violin

____________ Announcements ____________

Welcome, Guests to Grace Presbyterian Church! If you would like us to keep you in
the loop with what's going on at GPC, please take a moment to fill out the visitor
information form by using the QR code. We would be happy to meet you!

Ways to Connect at Grace where you can explore, engage, and get involved
throughout the week.
● Church Center App (GPC Woodlands), use this QR code for a quick link to

the app.
● Our church website, https://www.gpcwoodlands.org/
● Our GPCGuest WIFI password is GPCGPC.

Stewardship Update 2022: Thank you so much for your generous gifts to our Savior.

General Fund Giving for August: $91,160
$636,664: Jan. - August 2022 General Fund Budget
$576,219: Jan. - August 2022 Actual General Fund Income
($60,445): 2022 Variance                                                               *2022 GF Budget 955,000

Online Giving Link or YTD 2022 statements can be found on our APP at
https://gpcwoodlands.churchcenter.com/login. Please contact Dianna in the office if
you have any questions.

GraceLife Fall Festival: Mark your calendars and plan to join us Sunday, Oct. 9th, from
4-7 pm for food, fun, laughter, and an all-around good time for all ages. Invite your
friends and neighbors! How can you help? Contact Kyle Bobos at
kyle@gpcwoodlands.org to volunteer or for more information.
● We need your donations of cakes, cookies, pies for the Cake Walk, and

finger desserts (cookies, cupcakes, etc.) to serve at the festival. Desserts
need to be dropped off on Sunday, October 9th at church or at the start of
the Festival. Sign-Up to bring desserts with this QR code.
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Children's Ministries:
● Parents of Infants-Three-Yr Olds: Our nursery classes (ages 8 weeks thru 3 years)

provide a warm, nurturing, and well-supervised environment. Our Staff welcomes
the opportunity to love your child! When using the nursery, please check-in and
label all items (bags, cups, etc.) with your child’s name. If you have any questions
about the Nursery, contact our Children's Ministry Coordinator, Kate Weimar, at
kate@gracewoodlands.org.

● Children’s Church is for children ages 4 through 2nd grade. During the passing of
the peace, the children line up with their leader in the back of the sanctuary to exit
worship. During the song of communion, children will rejoin their families to
observe communion with the rest of the church body. We will gather in room 108 in
the Education Building to sing songs, pray, and hear a children’s sermon.

Banners Explained: Banners Explained: In Christian tradition, green came to
symbolize the life of the church following Pentecost, as well as symbolizing the hope of
new life in the resurrection. This color indicates ordinary time, which is the time
between the major Christian Seasons.

The Banner on right symbolizes the Trinity, the belief that God is three persons:
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit and yet, one God. No part of the Trinity is ever out of
alignment (moving independently) from the other parts of the Trinity. The circle
represents eternity. The circle is frequently seen with the Trinitarian symbol,
representing the eternal qualities of each part of the Godhead.

On the left, the circle of the Celtic Cross is a symbol of eternity that emphasizes
the endlessness of God’s love as shown through Christ’s sacrifice on the cross. The IHS
in the center is the abbreviated name of Jesus in Greek and is a very old symbol, dating
back to the first century. Each panel focuses on a central aspect of His work. The cross
is framed with grapes, a symbol of our Lord's blood shed on the cross for us.

8989   Woodlands Pkwy, The Woodlands TX, 77382 / Phone: 281-296-0911
www. gpcwoodlands.org
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