
GRACE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH



To all who are spiritually weary and seek rest;

to all who mourn and long for comfort;

to all who struggle and desire victory;

to all who sin and need a Savior;

to all who are strangers and want fellowship;

to all who hunger and thirst after righteousness;

and to all who will come,

this church opens wide her doors

and offers welcome

in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.
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Caleb McDuffee
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Kate Weimar
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Jon Green

Rob McIntosh
Mark Moore
Andy Yung
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Scott Johnston

Mike Ryan
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Sunny Yung

Grace Church is affiliated with the Presbyterian Church in America (PCA).
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Reflections

Our relationship with each other is the criterion the world uses to judge whether our
message is truthful - Christian community is the final apologetic.

— Francis Schaeffer

Christian community is the place where we keep the flame of hope alive among us and
take it seriously so that it can grow and become stronger in us.

— Henri Nouwen

Order your soul; reduce your wants; live in charity; associate in Christian community;
obey the laws; trust in Providence.

— Saint Augustine

+  ADVENT  +  CHRISTMAS  +  EPIPHANY  +  LENT  + EASTER  + PENTECOST +

Pentecost (Ten days after the ascension of Christ and fifty days after his resurrection)
leads us toward Christ the King Sunday (Celebrating the promised second coming of
Christ we read about in Acts 1:10-11). These final days of Pentecost remind us that not
only will Christ return, but that during this age we are to live in the "already" of what
Christ has done and the "not yet" of what is to come. Today, the Spirit is at work as the
word goes out and as Christ's people continue to seek to love others as the Father has
loved us. Pentecost season declares Jesus as the Messiah and the Lord. We are meant to
live by the Spirit in a renewed experience of Jesus' presence as we anticipate his return.
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Grace Presbyterian Church

The Lord’s Day, October 09, 2022

10:30 am

Prelude1

Words of Welcome

________________Praise________________

Call to Worship Psalm 107:1-3, 20-21

Minister: Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
his love endures forever.

People: Let the redeemed of the Lord tell their story—
those he redeemed from the hand of the foe,

those he gathered from the lands,
from east and west, from north and south

Minister: He sent out his word and healed them;
he rescued them from the grave.

All: Let them give thanks to the Lord for his unfailing love
and his wonderful deeds for mankind.

1 As a courtesy, please program all communication devices to silent mode. Thank you!
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Song of Praise Come People Of The Risen King
Keith Getty, Kristyn Getty, and Stuart Townend

Come people of the Risen King
Who delight to bring Him praise
Come all and tune your hearts to sing
To the Morning Star of grace
From the shifting shadows of the earth
We will lift our eyes to Him
Where steady arms of mercy reach
To gather children in

Chorus:
Rejoice rejoice let ev'ry tongue rejoice
One heart one voice
O Church of Christ rejoice

Come those whose joy is morning sun
And those weeping through the night
Come those who tell of battles won
And those struggling in the fight
For His perfect love will never change
And His mercies never cease
But follow us through all our days
With the certain hope of peace (chorus)

Come young and old from ev'ry land
Men and women of the faith
Come those with full or empty hands
Find the riches of His grace
Over all the world His people sing
Shore to shore we hear them call
The truth that cries through ev'ry age
Our God is all in all (chorus)
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Confession of Faith Heidelberg Q. 55

Minister: What do you understand by “the communion of saints”?

All: First, that believers one and all, as members of this community, share
in Christ and in all his treasures and gifts. Second, that each member
should consider it a duty to use these gifts readily and cheerfully for
the service and enrichment of the other members.

Prayer of Adoration

Song of Adoration King Of Kings
Brooke Ligertwood, Scott Ligertwood and Jason Ingram

In the darkness we were waiting
Without hope without light
Till from Heaven You came running
There was mercy in Your eyes
To fulfill the law and prophets
To a virgin came the Word
From a throne of endless glory
To a cradle in the dirt

To reveal the kingdom coming
And to reconcile the lost
To redeem the whole creation
You did not despise the cross
For even in Your suffering
You saw to the other side
Knowing this was our salvation
Jesus for our sake You died

Chorus:
Praise the Father
Praise the Son
Praise the Spirit three in one
God of Glory
Majesty
Praise forever to the King of kings
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And the morning that You rose
All of heaven held its breath
Till that stone was moved for good
For the Lamb had conquered death
And the dead rose from their tombs
And the angels stood in awe
For the souls of all who'd come
To the Father are restored

And the Church of Christ was born
Then the Spirit lit the flame
Now this Gospel truth of old
Shall not kneel shall not faint
By His blood and in His Name
In His freedom I am free
For the love of Jesus Christ
Who has resurrected me (chorus)

_______________Renewal_______________

Call to Renewal John 13:34-35

“A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love
one another. 35 By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one
another.”
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Confession of Sin

Minister
and People:

Almighty God, We admit before you that we often find it difficult to live in
community with one another, as you call us to. We are judgmental towards others,
thinking we are strong and those around us are weak. We frequently struggle with
apathy, hypocrisy, envy, deceit, gossip, and slander. Though at times we may
control our tongues, in our minds we rehearse the sins, weaknesses, and failures of
others, as we try to justify ourselves and feel superior. We hurt those around us
with our callous words, failures to serve, and refusal to love. Father, forgive us the
many sins we commit each and every day. We throw ourselves on your mercy and
thank you for Jesus' sacrifice for us, which cleanses us from all our sin. We thank
you for the obedience of Christ, which replaces our record of rebellion and sin with
the glory of his perfect holiness. Help us to be the fastest and deepest repenters, to
quickly forgive one another, and to love one another with grace and humility that
we might reflect the love we have received to one another and a watching world. In
Christ's name we pray, Amen.

Private Confession and Reflection

Words of Encouragement                                              1 Thessalonians 3:11-13

Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus clear the way for us to
come to you. 12 May the Lord make your love increase and overflow for each other
and for everyone else, just as ours does for you. 13 May he strengthen your hearts so
that you will be blameless and holy in the presence of our God and Father when our
Lord Jesus comes with all his holy ones.
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Song of Thanksgiving Before the Throne
Charitie Lees Bancroft

Before the throne of God above
I have a strong and perfect plea.
A great High priest whose name is Love
Who ever lives and pleads for me.
My name is graven on his hands,
My name is written on his heart.
I know that while in heaven He stands
No tongue can bid me thence depart,
No tongue can bid me thence depart.

When Satan tempts me to despair
And tells me of the wrong within,
Upward I look and see him there
Who made an end of all my sin.
Because the sinless Savior died
My sinful soul is counted free.
For God the just is satisfied
To look on him and pardon me,
To look on him and pardon me.

Behold Him there the Risen Lamb,
My perfect spotless Righteousness,
The great unchangeable I Am,
The King of Glory and of grace,
One with Himself I cannot die.
My soul is purchased by His blood,
My life is hid with Christ on high,
With Christ my Savior and my God,
With Christ my Savior and my God.

The Prayers of the People (concluded with the Lord’s prayer)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever. Amen!
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The Peace of God

Minister: The peace of Christ be with you.

People: And also with you!

If parents prefer, children 4 years old – 2nd grade
are invited to attend Children’s Church in the Education Building at this time.

Doxology Thomas Ken & Bob Kauflin

Praise God from whom all blessings flow
In heaven above and earth below
Praise God the Father and the Son
Praise God the Spirit, three-in-one. Amen.

Announcements

_______________Commitment_______________

The Offering

The offering is a way for members and friends of Grace Church to support the
church’s mission and ministry. If you are our guest today, please feel under no
compulsion to give.
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Scripture Reading Acts 2:42-47

They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the
breaking of bread and to prayer. 43 Everyone was filled with awe at the many
wonders and signs performed by the apostles. 44 All the believers were together
and had everything in common. 45 They sold property and possessions to give to
anyone who had need. 46 Every day they continued to meet together in the temple
courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere
hearts, 47 praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord
added to their number daily those who were being saved.

Minister: This is the Word of the LORD.

People: Thanks be to God!

Sermon Pastor Brad Wright
Real Community

ACTS: TO THE ENDS OF THE EARTH

_______________Communion_______________

Guidelines for Reception of Communion

Communion is the family meal for Christians. We welcome all committed followers of Jesus Christ to
partake of this sacrament: those who are baptized members of a congregation which proclaims the
gospel, who are at peace with God and with their neighbor, and who seek strength to live more
faithfully for Christ. If you are not a Christian, or if you are not prepared to share in this meal, we
encourage you to spend this time in prayer using the prayers that follow as guidelines. We hope that
this time is helpful as you consider your relationship with Jesus Christ, and with his people, the
church.
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The Great Thanksgiving

Minister: Therefore, lift up your hearts.

People: We lift them up to the Lord.

Minister: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.

People: It is right to give him thanks and praise!

Minister: Together, we proclaim the mystery of faith.

All: Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again!

Song of Communion Come Weary Souls
Anne Steele

Come weary souls, with sin distressed,
Come and accept the promised rest;
The gospel's gracious call obey,
And cast your gloomy fears away
Here mercy's boundless ocean flows,
To cleanse your guilt and sin;
pardon, and life, and endless peace;
How rich the gift, how free the grace!

Oppressed with guilt (a painful load)
O come and spread your woes abroad
Divine compassion, mighty love,
Will all the painful load remove.
Here mercy's boundless ocean flows,
To cleanse your guilt and sin;
pardon, and life, and endless peace;
How rich the gift, how free the grace!
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Prayer of Consecration and the Words of Institution

Prayer for those not communing:

Prayer for Covenant Children (Not Yet Confirmed): Lord Jesus, thank you for placing
me inside your family, the church. Help me more and more to know you, to love
you, and to follow you as your faithful disciple. Amen.

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth: Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth and
the life. If what you claim is true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the
reality of who you are. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following you
as I consider the reasons for doing so. Give me an understanding of you that is
coherent, convincing, and that leads to the life that you promise. Amen.

Prayer of Belief: Lord Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever
before believed, but, through you, I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared
to hope. I thank you for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross and
offering forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been raised from the
dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as my Savior. Amen.

Prayer for Those Struggling with Sin: Lord Jesus, grant that I may see in you the
fulfillment of all my needs, and may turn from every false satisfaction to feed on
you, the true and living bread. Enable me to lay aside the sin that clings so closely,
and run with perseverance the race set before me, looking only to you, the author
and finisher of my faith. Amen.

Prayer of Commitment: Lord Jesus, you have called us to follow you in baptism and
in a life of committed discipleship in your church. Grant that I may take the
necessary steps to be one with your people, and live in the fullness of your Spirit.
Amen.

Distribution of the Bread and the Cup

Once the stations are ready, please come forward, row by row, to receive the
elements. When everyone has returned to their seat, we will stand together and sing
the final verse from our Song of Commitment.

13



Song of Commitment Come Weary Souls
Anne Steele

Dear Savior let they powerful love
Confirm our faith, our fears remove;
Forgiveness shed through every breast,
And guide us to eternal rest.
Here mercy's boundless ocean flows,
To cleanse your guilt and sin;
pardon, and life, and endless peace;
How rich the gift, how free the grace!

Benediction2 Romans 15:5-7

May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you the same attitude
of mind toward each other that Christ Jesus had, 6 so that with one mind and one
voice you may glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 7 Accept one
another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to bring praise to God.

Dismissal

Minister: Now, let us go forth to serve this community and the world as those
who love our Lord Jesus Christ.

All: Thanks be to God!

The pastoral staff and other church leaders are available following the service to pray with you or to answer
your questions about the Christian faith or Grace Church.

2 The benediction is much more than a wish or even a prayer. It is a renewed ordination of the people of God to their service to each
other, to their community and the world. God declares his own favor toward his people.
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Worship Music
Fang Daniels, cello Rae Moses, piano Hetti Prior, violin

____________ Announcements ____________

Welcome, Guests to Grace Presbyterian Church! If you would like us to keep you in
the loop with what's going on at GPC, please take a moment to fill out the visitor
information form by using the QR code. We would be happy to meet you!

Ways to Connect at Grace where you can explore, engage, and get involved
throughout the week.
●Church Center App (GPC Woodlands), use this QR code for a quick link

to the app.
●Our church website, https://www.gpcwoodlands.org/
●Our GPCGuest WIFI password is GPCGPC.

Stewardship Update 2022: Thank you so much for your generous gifts to our Savior.

General Fund Giving for August: $91,160
$636,664: Jan. - August 2022 General Fund Budget
$576,219: Jan. - August 2022 Actual General Fund Income
($60,445): 2022 Variance                                                               *2022 GF Budget 955,000

Online Giving Link or YTD 2022 statements can be found on our APP at
https://gpcwoodlands.churchcenter.com/login. Please contact Dianna in the office if
you have any questions.

GraceLife Fall Festival: Join us TONIGHT, from 4-7 pm for food, fun, laughter, and
an all-around good time for all ages. Invite your friends and neighbors!

Children's Ministries:
●Parents of Infants-Three-Yr Olds: Our nursery classes (ages 8 weeks thru 3 years)

provide a warm, nurturing, and well-supervised environment. Our Staff welcomes
the opportunity to love your child! When using the nursery, please check-in and
label all items (bags, cups, etc.) with your child’s name. If you have any questions
about the Nursery, contact our Children's Ministry Coordinator, Kate Weimar, at
kate@gracewoodlands.org.
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●Children’s Church is for children ages 4 through 2nd grade. During the passing of
the peace, the children line up with their leader in the back of the sanctuary to exit
worship. During the song of communion, children will rejoin their families to
observe communion with the rest of the church body. We will gather in room 108 in
the Education Building to sing songs, pray, and hear a children’s sermon.

Banners Explained: Banners Explained: In Christian tradition, green came to
symbolize the life of the church following Pentecost, as well as symbolizing the hope of
new life in the resurrection. This color indicates ordinary time, which is the time
between the major Christian Seasons.

The Banner on right symbolizes the Trinity, the belief that God is three persons:
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit and yet, one God. No part of the Trinity is ever out of
alignment (moving independently) from the other parts of the Trinity. The circle
represents eternity. The circle is frequently seen with the Trinitarian symbol,
representing the eternal qualities of each part of the Godhead.

On the left, the circle of the Celtic Cross is a symbol of eternity that emphasizes
the endlessness of God’s love as shown through Christ’s sacrifice on the cross. The IHS
in the center is the abbreviated name of Jesus in Greek and is a very old symbol, dating
back to the first century. Each panel focuses on a central aspect of His work. The cross
is framed with grapes, a symbol of our Lord's blood shed on the cross for us.

8989   Woodlands Pkwy, The Woodlands TX, 77382 / Phone: 281-296-0911
www. gpcwoodlands.org
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