
GRACE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH



To all who are spiritually weary and seek rest;

to all who mourn and long for comfort;

to all who struggle and desire victory;

to all who sin and need a Savior;

to all who are strangers and want fellowship;

to all who hunger and thirst after righteousness;

and to all who will come,

this church opens wide her doors

and offers welcome

in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.

________________ Church Staff & Officers ________________
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Caleb McDuffee
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Kate Weimar
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Andy Yung
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Grace Church is affiliated with the Presbyterian Church in America (PCA).
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Reflections

A faithful God does not expect you to do what you cannot; He supplies the needed
strength.

— Erwin W. Lutzer

Temperance is simply a disposition of the mind which binds the passion.
— Thomas Aquinas

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. Against such things, there is no law.

— Galatians 5:22-23

+  ADVENT  +  CHRISTMAS  +  EPIPHANY  +  LENT  + EASTER  + PENTECOST +

Pentecost (Ten days after the ascension of Christ and fifty days after his resurrection)
leads us toward Christ the King Sunday (Celebrating the promised second coming of
Christ we read about in Acts 1:10-11). These final days of Pentecost remind us that not
only will Christ return, but that during this age we are to live in the "already" of what
Christ has done and the "not yet" of what is to come. Today, the Spirit is at work as the
word goes out and as Christ's people continue to seek to love others as the Father has
loved us. Pentecost season declares Jesus as the Messiah and the Lord. We are meant to
live by the Spirit in a renewed experience of Jesus' presence as we anticipate his return.
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Grace Presbyterian Church

The Lord’s Day, October 23, 2022

10:30 am

Prelude1

Words of Welcome

________________Praise________________

Call to Worship Psalm 95

Minister: Come, let us sing for joy to the Lord;
let us shout aloud to the Rock of our salvation,

People: Let us come before him with thanksgiving
and extol him with music and song.

1 As a courtesy, please program all communication devices to silent mode. Thank you!
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Song of Praise Rejoice The Lord Is King
John Darwall and Charles Wesley

Rejoice the Lord is King
Your Lord and King adore
Mortals give thanks and sing
And triumph evermore

Chorus:
Lift up your heart lift up your voice
Rejoice again I say rejoice

Jesus the Saviour reigns
The God of truth and love
When He had purged our stains
He took His seat above (chorus)

His kingdom cannot fail
He rules o'er earth and heaven
The keys of death and hell
Are to our Jesus given (chorus)

Confession of Faith Apostles Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended to heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
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I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic2 church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Song of Adoration O Church Arise
Stuart Townend and Keith Getty

O church arise and put your armor on
Hear the call of Christ our Captain
For now the weak can say that they are strong
In the strength that God has given
With shield of faith and belt of truth
We'll stand against the devil's lies
An army bold whose battle cry is Love
Reaching out to those in darkness

Our call to war to love the captive soul
But to rage against the captor
And with the sword that makes the wounded whole
We will fight with faith and valor
When faced with trials on every side
We know the outcome is secure
And Christ will have the prize for which He died
An inheritance of nations

Come see the cross where love and mercy meet
As the Son of God is stricken
Then see His foes lie crushed beneath His feet
For the Conqueror has risen
And as the stone is rolled away
And Christ emerges from the grave
This victory march continues till the day
Every eye and heart shall see Him

2 *that is, the true Christian church of all times and all places
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So Spirit come put strength in every stride
Give grace for every hurdle
That we may run with faith to win the prize
Of a servant good and faithful
As saints of old still line the way
Retelling triumphs of His grace
We hear their calls and hunger for the day
When with Christ we stand in glory

Prayer of Adoration

_______________Renewal_______________

Call to Renewal Isaiah 1:18

"Come now, let us settle the matter," says the Lord.
"Though your sins are like scarlet,

they shall be white as snow;
though they are red as crimson,

they shall be like wool."

Confession of Sin

Minister
and People:

Be mindful of your mercy, O LORD, and of your steadfast love, for they have been
from of old. Do not remember the sins of my youth or my transgressions; according
to your steadfast love remember me, for your goodness’ sake, O LORD! Good and
upright is the LORD; therefore he instructs sinners in the way. For your name’s
sake, O LORD, pardon my guilt, for it is great. Turn to me and be gracious to me,
for I am lonely and afflicted. Relieve the troubles of my heart, and bring me out of
my distress. Consider my affliction and my trouble, and forgive all my sins.

We ask this in Christ's name, Amen.
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Private Confession and Reflection

Words of Encouragement                                                        Isaiah 49:15, 66:13

Can a woman forget her nursing child,
or show no compassion for the child of her womb?

As a mother comforts her child,
so will I comfort you, says the Lord.

Song of Thanksgiving My Hope is Built
Norton Hall Band

My hope is built on nothing less
Than Jesus' blood and righteousness;
I dare not trust the sweetest frame,
But wholly lean on Jesus' name.

Chorus:
On Christ the solid rock I stand;
All other ground is sinking sand.
On Christ the solid rock I stand,
All other ground is sinking sand.

When darkness veils His lovely face,
I rest on His unchanging grace;
In every high and stormy gale
My anchor holds within the veil. (chorus)

His oath His covenant and His blood
Support me in the 'whelming flood:
When all around my soul gives way,
He then is all my hope and stay. (chorus)

When He shall come with trumpet sound,
O may I then in him be found.
Dressed in His righteousness alone,
Faultless we stand before His throne. (chorus)
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The Prayers of the People (concluded with the Lord’s prayer)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever. Amen!

The Peace of God

Minister: The peace of Christ be with you.

People: And also with you!

If parents prefer, children 4 years old – 2nd grade
are invited to attend Children’s Church in the Education Building at this time.

Doxology Thomas Ken & Bob Kauflin

Praise God from whom all blessings flow
In heaven above and earth below
Praise God the Father and the Son
Praise God the Spirit, three-in-one. Amen.

Announcements

_______________Commitment_______________

The Offering

The offering is a way for members and friends of Grace Church to support the
church’s mission and ministry. If you are our guest today, please feel under no
compulsion to give.
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Scripture Reading Acts 4:1-22

The priests and the captain of the temple guard and the Sadducees came up to Peter
and John while they were speaking to the people. 2 They were greatly disturbed
because the apostles were teaching the people, proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection
of the dead. 3 They seized Peter and John and, because it was evening, they put
them in jail until the next day. 4 But many who heard the message believed; so the
number of men who believed grew to about five thousand.

5 The next day the rulers, the elders and the teachers of the law met in Jerusalem. 6
Annas the high priest was there, and so were Caiaphas, John, Alexander and others
of the high priest’s family. 7 They had Peter and John brought before them and
began to question them: “By what power or what name did you do this?”

8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them: “Rulers and elders of the
people! 9 If we are being called to account today for an act of kindness shown to a
man who was lame and are being asked how he was healed, 10 then know this, you
and all the people of Israel: It is by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you
crucified but whom God raised from the dead, that this man stands before you
healed. 11 Jesus is

“‘the stone you builders rejected,
which has become the cornerstone.’

12 Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given
to mankind by which we must be saved.”

13 When they saw the courage of Peter and John and realized that they were
unschooled, ordinary men, they were astonished and they took note that these men
had been with Jesus. 14 But since they could see the man who had been healed
standing there with them, there was nothing they could say. 15 So they ordered
them to withdraw from the Sanhedrin and then conferred together. 16 “What are we
going to do with these men?” they asked. “Everyone living in Jerusalem knows they
have performed a notable sign, and we cannot deny it. 17 But to stop this thing from
spreading any further among the people, we must warn them to speak no longer to
anyone in this name.”

18 Then they called them in again and commanded them not to speak or teach at all
in the name of Jesus. 19 But Peter and John replied, “Which is right in God’s eyes: to
listen to you, or to him? You be the judges! 20 As for us, we cannot help speaking
about what we have seen and heard.”
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21 After further threats they let them go. They could not decide how to punish
them, because all the people were praising God for what had happened. 22 For the
man who was miraculously healed was over forty years old.

Minister: This is the Word of the LORD.

People: Thanks be to God!

Sermon Pastor Brad Wright
Obstacles to the Way

ACTS: TO THE ENDS OF THE EARTH

_______________Communion_______________

Guidelines for Reception of Communion

Communion is the family meal for Christians. We welcome all committed followers of Jesus Christ to
partake of this sacrament: those who are baptized members of a congregation which proclaims the
gospel, who are at peace with God and with their neighbor, and who seek strength to live more
faithfully for Christ. If you are not a Christian, or if you are not prepared to share in this meal, we
encourage you to spend this time in prayer using the prayers that follow as guidelines. We hope that
this time is helpful as you consider your relationship with Jesus Christ, and with his people, the
church.

The Great Thanksgiving

Minister: Therefore, lift up your hearts.

People: We lift them up to the Lord.

Minister: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.

People: It is right to give him thanks and praise!

Minister: Together, we proclaim the mystery of faith.

All: Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again!
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Song of Communion Here in this Place
Marty Haugen

Lay your burden down, every care you carry;
And come to the table of grace, for there is mercy.
We come just as we are, though we're all unworthy
To enter your presence, O Lord, for You are holy.

Chorus:
We lift our hearts, we lift our hands,
We fall on our knees and pray to the King of kings,
For the love You bring is here in this place.
We raise our voices, Raise our song, we offer You our praise.
You're the King of kings and the joy You bring is here
You are here in this place.

Fill our lives with grace, show us Your forgiveness;
And give us the faith to believe that You've redeemed us.
You are Lord of all, and we give You glory,
All honor and power and praise, for You are worthy. (Chorus)

Prayer of Consecration and the Words of Institution

Prayer for those not communing:

Prayer for Covenant Children (Not Yet Confirmed): Lord Jesus, thank you for placing
me inside your family, the church. Help me more and more to know you, to love
you, and to follow you as your faithful disciple. Amen.

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth: Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth and
the life. If what you claim is true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the
reality of who you are. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following you
as I consider the reasons for doing so. Give me an understanding of you that is
coherent, convincing, and that leads to the life that you promise. Amen.
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Prayer of Belief: Lord Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever
before believed, but, through you, I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared
to hope. I thank you for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross, and
offering forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been raised from the
dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as my Savior. Amen.

Prayer for Those Struggling with Sin: Lord Jesus, grant that I may see in you the
fulfillment of all my needs, and may turn from every false satisfaction to feed on
you, the true and living bread. Enable me to lay aside the sin that clings so closely,
and run with perseverance the race set before me, looking only to you, the author
and finisher of my faith. Amen.

Prayer of Commitment: Lord Jesus, you have called us to follow you in baptism and
in a life of committed discipleship in your church. Grant that I may take the
necessary steps to be one with your people, and live in the fullness of your Spirit.
Amen.

Distribution of the Bread and the Cup

Once the stations are ready, please come forward, row by row, to receive the
elements. When everyone has returned to their seat, we will stand together and sing
the final verse from our Song of Commitment.

Song of Commitment Here in this Place
Marty Haugen

Chorus:
We lift our hearts, we lift our hands,
We fall on our knees and pray to the King of kings,
For the love You bring is here in this place.
We raise our voices, Raise our song, we offer You our praise.
You're the King of kings and the joy You bring is here
You are here in this place.
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Benediction3 Ephesians 3:20-21

Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine,
according to his power that is at work within us, to him be glory in the church and
in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever! Amen.

Dismissal

Minister: Now, let us go forth to serve this community and the world as those
who love our Lord Jesus Christ.

All: Thanks be to God!

The pastoral staff and other church leaders are available following the service to pray with you or to answer
your questions about the Christian faith or Grace Church.

Worship Music
Fang Daniels, cello
Rae Moses, piano
Hetti Prior, violin

3 The benediction is much more than a wish or even a prayer. It is a renewed ordination of the people of God to their service to each
other, to their community and the world. God declares his own favor toward his people.
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____________ Announcements ____________

Welcome, Guests to Grace Presbyterian Church! If you would like us to keep you in
the loop with what's going on at GPC, please take a moment to fill out the visitor
information form by using the QR code. We would be happy to meet you!

Ways to Connect at Grace where you can explore, engage, and get involved
throughout the week.
●Church Center App (GPC Woodlands), use this QR code for a quick link

to the app.
●Our church website, https://www.gpcwoodlands.org/
●Our GPCGuest WIFI password is GPCGPC.

Stewardship Update 2022: Thank you so much for your generous gifts to our Savior.

General Fund Giving for September: $100,105
$716,247: Jan. - September 2022 General Fund Budget
$676,324: Jan. - September 2022 Actual General Fund Income
($39,923): 2022 Variance                                                               *2022 GF Budget 955,000

Online Giving Link or YTD 2022 statements can be found on our APP at
https://gpcwoodlands.churchcenter.com/login. Please contact Dianna in the office if
you have any questions.

Children's Ministries:
●Parents of Infants-Three-Yr Olds: Our nursery classes (ages 8 weeks thru 3 years)

provide a warm, nurturing, and well-supervised environment. Our Staff welcomes
the opportunity to love your child! When using the nursery, please check-in and
label all items (bags, cups, etc.) with your child’s name. If you have any questions
about the Nursery, contact our Children's Ministry Coordinator, Kate Weimar, at
kate@gracewoodlands.org.

●Children’s Church is for children ages 4 through 2nd grade. During the passing of
the peace, the children line up with their leader in the back of the sanctuary to exit
worship. During the song of communion, children will rejoin their families to
observe communion with the rest of the church body. We will gather in room 108 in
the Education Building to sing songs, pray, and hear a children’s sermon.
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Banners Explained: Banners Explained: In Christian tradition, green came to
symbolize the life of the church following Pentecost, as well as symbolizing the hope of
new life in the resurrection. This color indicates ordinary time, which is the time
between the major Christian Seasons.

The Banner on right symbolizes the Trinity, the belief that God is three persons:
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit and yet, one God. No part of the Trinity is ever out of
alignment (moving independently) from the other parts of the Trinity. The circle
represents eternity. The circle is frequently seen with the Trinitarian symbol,
representing the eternal qualities of each part of the Godhead.

On the left, the circle of the Celtic Cross is a symbol of eternity that emphasizes
the endlessness of God’s love as shown through Christ’s sacrifice on the cross. The IHS
in the center is the abbreviated name of Jesus in Greek and is a very old symbol, dating
back to the first century. Each panel focuses on a central aspect of His work. The cross
is framed with grapes, a symbol of our Lord's blood shed on the cross for us.

8989   Woodlands Pkwy, The Woodlands TX, 77382 / Phone: 281-296-0911
www. gpcwoodlands.org
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