
GRACE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH



To all who are spiritually weary and seek rest;

to all who mourn and long for comfort;

to all who struggle and desire victory;

to all who sin and need a Savior;

to all who are strangers and want fellowship;

to all who hunger and thirst after righteousness;

and to all who will come,

this church opens wide her doors

and offers welcome

in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.
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Grace Church is affiliated with the Presbyterian Church in America (PCA).
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Reflections

…opposition will inevitably come when we walk in the light in a dark world. We
will encounter hostility when we follow Jesus wholeheartedly…But don’t miss the
other side of the matter. Public faith blesses many. While gospel ministry will anger
some, it also has power to bless others and to lift up those doing it.

- Tony Merida
Exalting Jesus in Acts

The presence of the living God, whether manifest through preaching or miracles or
both, is alarming to some and appealing to others. Some are frightened away, while
others are drawn to faith.

- John Stott
The Message of Acts

Kill us, torture us, condemn us, grind us to dust...The more you mow us down, the
more we grow; the seed is the blood of Christians.

- Tertullian
Apology

+  ADVENT  +  CHRISTMAS  +  EPIPHANY  +  LENT  + EASTER  + PENTECOST +

Pentecost (Ten days after the ascension of Christ and fifty days after his resurrection)
leads us toward Christ the King Sunday (Celebrating the promised second coming of
Christ we read about in Acts 1:10-11). These final days of Pentecost remind us that not
only will Christ return, but that during this age we are to live in the "already" of what
Christ has done and the "not yet" of what is to come. Today, the Spirit is at work as the
word goes out and as Christ's people continue to seek to love others as the Father has
loved us. Pentecost season declares Jesus as the Messiah and the Lord. We are meant to
live by the Spirit in a renewed experience of Jesus' presence as we anticipate his return.
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Grace Presbyterian Church

The Lord’s Day, November 20, 2022

10:30 am

Prelude1

Words of Welcome

________________Praise________________

Call to Worship

Minister: Clap your hands, all you peoples;
shout to God with loud songs of joy.

People: For the Lord, the Most High, is awesome,
a great king over all the earth.

Minister: God has gone up with a shout,
the Lord with the sound of a trumpet!

People: Sing praises to God, sing praises;
sing praises to our King, sing praises!

1 As a courtesy, please program all communication devices to silent mode. Thank you!
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Song of Praise O Worship The King
Johann Michael Haydn and Robert Grant

O worship the King all glorious above
And gratefully sing His power and His love
Our Shield and Defender the Ancient of Days
Pavilioned in splendor and girded with praise

O tell of His might O sing of His grace
Whose robe is the light whose canopy space
His chariots of wrath the deep thunderclouds form
And dark is His path on the wings of the storm

The earth with its store of wonders untold
Almighty Thy power hath founded of old
Established it fast by a changeless decree
And round it hath cast like a mantle the sea

Confession of Faith Westminster Confession Q. 36.

Minister: What are the benefits which in this life do accompany or flow from
justification, adoption, and sanctification?

People: The benefits which in this life do accompany or flow from
justification, adoption, and sanctification, are, assurance of God’s
love, peace of conscience, joy in the Holy Ghost, increase of grace,
and perseverance therein to the end.
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Song of Adoration Crown Him With Many Crowns
George Job Elvey, Godfrey Thring, and Matthew Bridges

Crown Him with many crowns
The Lamb upon His throne
Hark how the heavenly anthem drowns
All music but its own
Awake my soul and sing
Of Him who died for thee
And hail Him as thy matchless King
Through all eternity

Crown Him the Lord of life
Who triumphed o'er the grave
And rose victorious in the strife
For those He came to save
His glories now we sing
Who died and rose on high
Who died eternal life to bring
And lives that death may die

Crown Him the Lord of love
Behold His hands and side
Rich wounds yet visible above
In beauty glorified
No angel in the sky
Can fully bear that sight
But downward bends each burning eye
At mysteries so bright

Prayer of Adoration

_______________Renewal_______________

6



Call to Renewal Ephesians 2:1-3

As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, in which you used to
live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of
the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient. All of us also
lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our flesh and following its
desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature deserving of wrath.

Confession of Sin

Minister
and People:

Lord God, our lives are filled with sin. We forget our neighbor's needs and do
not love you above all else. We need a Savior. Help us to be ready for Jesus in
our own hearts. Give us faith to look to your abundant grace in and for all
things. O Come, O Come, Savior of the world, King of Heaven and Earth.
Amen.

Words of Encouragement                                                           Ephesians 1:7-10

In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance
with the riches of God’s grace that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and
understanding, he made known to us the mystery of his will according to his good
pleasure, which he purposed in Christ, to be put into effect when the times reach
their fulfillment—to bring unity to all things in heaven and on earth under Christ.

Private Confession and Reflection
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Song of Thanksgiving Cornerstone
Edward Mote, Eric Liljero, Jonas Myrin, William Batchelder

My hope is built on nothing less
Than Jesus' blood and righteousness
I dare not trust the sweetest frame
But wholly trust in Jesus' Name (repeat)

Chorus:
Christ alone cornerstone
Weak made strong in the Saviour's love
Through the storm He is Lord
Lord of all

When darkness seems to hide His face
I rest on His unchanging grace
In every high and stormy gale
My anchor holds within the veil
My anchor holds within the veil (chorus)

When He shall come with trumpet sound
Oh may I then in Him be found
Dressed in His righteousness alone
Faultless to stand before the throne (chorus)

The Prayers of the People (concluded with the Lord’s prayer)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever. Amen!
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The Peace of God

Minister: The peace of Christ be with you.

People: And also with you!

If parents prefer, children 4 years old – 2nd grade
are invited to attend Children’s Church in the Education Building at this time.

Doxology Thomas Ken & Bob Kauflin

Praise God from whom all blessings flow
In heaven above and earth below
Praise God the Father and the Son
Praise God the Spirit, three-in-one. Amen.

Announcements

_______________Commitment_______________

The Offering

The offering is a way for members and friends of Grace Church to support the
church’s mission and ministry. If you are our guest today, please feel under no
compulsion to give.

Scripture Reading Acts 5:12-42

12 The apostles performed many signs and wonders among the people. And all the
believers used to meet together in Solomon’s Colonnade. 13 No one else dared join
them, even though they were highly regarded by the people. 14 Nevertheless, more
and more men and women believed in the Lord and were added to their number. 15
As a result, people brought the sick into the streets and laid them on beds and mats
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so that at least Peter’s shadow might fall on some of them as he passed by. 16
Crowds gathered also from the towns around Jerusalem, bringing their sick and
those tormented by impure spirits, and all of them were healed.
17 Then the high priest and all his associates, who were members of the party of the
Sadducees, were filled with jealousy. 18 They arrested the apostles and put them in
the public jail. 19 But during the night an angel of the Lord opened the doors of the
jail and brought them out. 20 “Go, stand in the temple courts,” he said, “and tell the
people all about this new life.”

21 At daybreak they entered the temple courts, as they had been told, and began to
teach the people.

When the high priest and his associates arrived, they called together the
Sanhedrin—the full assembly of the elders of Israel—and sent to the jail for the
apostles. 22 But on arriving at the jail, the officers did not find them there. So they
went back and reported, 23 “We found the jail securely locked, with the guards
standing at the doors; but when we opened them, we found no one inside.” 24 On
hearing this report, the captain of the temple guard and the chief priests were at a
loss, wondering what this might lead to.

25 Then someone came and said, “Look! The men you put in jail are standing in the
temple courts teaching the people.” 26 At that, the captain went with his officers
and brought the apostles. They did not use force, because they feared that the
people would stone them.

27 The apostles were brought in and made to appear before the Sanhedrin to be
questioned by the high priest. 28 “We gave you strict orders not to teach in this
name,” he said. “Yet you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and are
determined to make us guilty of this man’s blood.”

29 Peter and the other apostles replied: “We must obey God rather than human
beings! 30 The God of our ancestors raised Jesus from the dead—whom you killed
by hanging him on a cross. 31 God exalted him to his own right hand as Prince and
Savior that he might bring Israel to repentance and forgive their sins. 32 We are
witnesses of these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those
who obey him.”

33 When they heard this, they were furious and wanted to put them to death. 34 But
a Pharisee named Gamaliel, a teacher of the law, who was honored by all the
people, stood up in the Sanhedrin and ordered that the men be put outside for a
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little while. 35 Then he addressed the Sanhedrin: “Men of Israel, consider carefully
what you intend to do to these men. 36 Some time ago Theudas appeared, claiming
to be somebody, and about four hundred men rallied to him. He was killed, all his
followers were dispersed, and it all came to nothing. 37 After him, Judas the
Galilean appeared in the days of the census and led a band of people in revolt. He
too was killed, and all his followers were scattered. 38 Therefore, in the present case
I advise you: Leave these men alone! Let them go! For if their purpose or activity is
of human origin, it will fail. 39 But if it is from God, you will not be able to stop
these men; you will only find yourselves fighting against God.”

40 His speech persuaded them. They called the apostles in and had them flogged.
Then they ordered them not to speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go.

41 The apostles left the Sanhedrin, rejoicing because they had been counted worthy
of suffering disgrace for the Name. 42 Day after day, in the temple courts and from
house to house, they never stopped teaching and proclaiming the good news that
Jesus is the Messiah.

Minister: This is the Word of the LORD.

People: Thanks be to God!

Sermon Pastor Kyle Bobos
Joy and Opposition

ACTS: TO THE ENDS OF THE EARTH

_______________Communion_______________

Guidelines for Reception of Communion

Communion is the family meal for Christians. We welcome all committed followers of Jesus Christ to
partake of this sacrament: those who are baptized members of a congregation which proclaims the
gospel, who are at peace with God and with their neighbor, and who seek strength to live more
faithfully for Christ. If you are not a Christian, or if you are not prepared to share in this meal, we
encourage you to spend this time in prayer using the prayers that follow as guidelines. We hope that
this time is helpful as you consider your relationship with Jesus Christ, and with his people, the
church.
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The Great Thanksgiving

Minister: Therefore, lift up your hearts.

People: We lift them up to the Lord.

Minister: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.

People: It is right to give him thanks and praise!

Minister: Together, we proclaim the mystery of faith.

All: Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again!

Song of Communion It Is Well With My Soul
Horatio G. Spafford and Philip Paul Bliss

When peace like a river
Attendeth my way
When sorrows like sea billows roll
Whatever my lot
Thou hast taught me to say
It is well
It is well with my soul

Chorus:
It is well with my soul
It is well
It is well with my soul

Tho' Satan should buffet
Tho' trials should come
Let this blest assurance control
That Christ hath regarded
My helpless estate
And hath shed His own blood
For my soul (chorus)
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Prayer of Consecration and the Words of Institution

Prayer for those not communing:

Prayer for Covenant Children (Not Yet Confirmed): Lord Jesus, thank you for placing
me inside your family, the church. Help me more and more to know you, to love
you, and to follow you as your faithful disciple. Amen.

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth: Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth and
the life. If what you claim is true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the
reality of who you are. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following you
as I consider the reasons for doing so. Give me an understanding of you that is
coherent, convincing, and that leads to the life that you promise. Amen.

Prayer of Belief: Lord Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever
before believed, but, through you, I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared
to hope. I thank you for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross, and
offering forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been raised from the
dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as my Savior. Amen.

Prayer for Those Struggling with Sin: Lord Jesus, grant that I may see in you the
fulfillment of all my needs, and may turn from every false satisfaction to feed on
you, the true and living bread. Enable me to lay aside the sin that clings so closely,
and run with perseverance the race set before me, looking only to you, the author
and finisher of my faith. Amen.

Prayer of Commitment: Lord Jesus, you have called us to follow you in baptism and
in a life of committed discipleship in your church. Grant that I may take the
necessary steps to be one with your people, and live in the fullness of your Spirit.
Amen.

Distribution of the Bread and the Cup

Once the stations are ready, please come forward, row by row, to receive the
elements. When everyone has returned to their seat, we will stand together and sing
the final verse from our Song of Commitment.
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Song of Commitment It Is Well With My Soul
Horatio G. Spafford and Philip Paul Bliss

My sin O the bliss
Of this glorious thought
My sin not in part but the whole
Is nailed to the cross
And I bear it no more
Praise the Lord
Praise the Lord O my soul

Chorus:
It is well with my soul
It is well
It is well with my soul

Benediction2 2 John 3

Grace, mercy and peace from God the Father and from Jesus Christ, the Father’s
Son, will be with us in truth and love.

Dismissal

Minister: Now, let us go forth to serve this community and the world as those
who love our Lord Jesus Christ.

All: Thanks be to God!

The pastoral staff and other church leaders are available following the service to pray with you or to answer
your questions about the Christian faith or Grace Church.

Worship Music
Fang Daniels, cello               Rae Moses, piano              Jennifer Reddick, flute

2 The benediction is much more than a wish or even a prayer. It is a renewed ordination of the people of God to their service to each
other, to their community and the world. God declares his own favor toward his people.
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____________ Announcements ____________

Welcome, Guests to Grace Presbyterian Church! If you would like us to keep you in
the loop with what's going on at GPC, please take a moment to fill out the visitor
information form by using the QR code. We would be happy to meet you!

Ways to Connect at Grace where you can explore, engage, and get involved
throughout the week.
●Church Center App (GPC Woodlands), use this QR code for a quick link

to the app.
●Our church website, https://www.gpcwoodlands.org/
●Our GPCGuest WIFI password is GPCGPC.

Stewardship Update 2022: Thank you so much for your generous gifts to our Savior.

General Fund Giving for October: $96,284
$795,830: Jan. - October 2022 General Fund Budget
$773,318: Jan. - October 2022 Actual General Fund Income
($22,512): 2022 Variance                                                               *2022 GF Budget 955,000

Online Giving Link or YTD 2022 statements can be found on our APP at
https://gpcwoodlands.churchcenter.com/login. Please contact Dianna in the office if
you have any questions.

Advent Poinsettia Orders: Advent begins on Sunday, Nov. 27th. As is our tradition,
we fill the sanctuary with poinsettias. The poinsettias are $12.00 each and may be
donated in honor or memory of someone. You can order online, or paper order forms
are available on tables in the Narthex and may be completed and deposited in the
offering plate. Make your checks payable to Grace Presbyterian Church and note on
the memo line "poinsettias". All orders must be received by Sunday, Nov. 20th.

Children's Ministries:
●Parents of Infants-Three-Yr Olds: Our nursery classes (ages 8 weeks thru 3 years)

provide a warm, nurturing, and well-supervised environment. Our Staff welcomes
the opportunity to love your child! When using the nursery, please check-in and
label all items (bags, cups, etc.) with your child’s name. If you have any questions
about the Nursery, contact our Children's Ministry Coordinator, Kate Weimar, at
kate@gracewoodlands.org.
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●Children’s Church is for children ages 4 through 2nd grade. During the passing of
the peace, the children line up with their leader in the back of the sanctuary to exit
worship. During the song of communion, children will rejoin their families to
observe communion with the rest of the church body. We will gather in room 108 in
the Education Building to sing songs, pray, and hear a children’s sermon.

Banners Explained: Banners Explained: In Christian tradition, green came to
symbolize the life of the church following Pentecost, as well as symbolizing the hope of
new life in the resurrection. This color indicates ordinary time, which is the time
between the major Christian Seasons.

The Banner on right symbolizes the Trinity, the belief that God is three persons:
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit and yet, one God. No part of the Trinity is ever out of
alignment (moving independently) from the other parts of the Trinity. The circle
represents eternity. The circle is frequently seen with the Trinitarian symbol,
representing the eternal qualities of each part of the Godhead.

On the left, the circle of the Celtic Cross is a symbol of eternity that emphasizes
the endlessness of God’s love as shown through Christ’s sacrifice on the cross. The IHS
in the center is the abbreviated name of Jesus in Greek and is a very old symbol, dating
back to the first century. Each panel focuses on a central aspect of His work. The cross
is framed with grapes, a symbol of our Lord's blood shed on the cross for us.

8989   Woodlands Pkwy, The Woodlands TX, 77382 / Phone: 281-296-0911
www. gpcwoodlands.org
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