
GRACE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH



To all who are spiritually weary and seek rest;

to all who mourn and long for comfort;

to all who struggle and desire victory;

to all who sin and need a Savior;

to all who are strangers and want fellowship;

to all who hunger and thirst after righteousness;

and to all who will come,

this church opens wide her doors

and offers welcome

in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.
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Grace Church is affiliated with the Presbyterian Church in America (PCA).
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Reflections

Christmas means not just hope for the world, despite all its unending problems, but
hope for you and me, despite all our unending failings.

- Tim Keller

Once in our world, a stable had something in it that was bigger than our whole
world. - C.S. Lewis

It’s good to be children sometimes, and never better than at Christmas, when it’s
mighty Founder was a child Himself.

- Charles Dickens

+  ADVENT +  CHRISTMAS  + EPIPHANY  +  LENT  + EASTER  +  PENTECOST  +

CHRISTMAS SEASON
Christmas season marks the evening we move from the promises of Advent to the
fulfillment of those promises on Christmas Day. We celebrate the birth of Christ on
Christmas evening and we continue celebrating for 12 days (+ Sundays) until
Epiphany. Christmas is a season where we think of the Lord’s birth and the Word
becoming flesh. This is not only to be thought of as a past event. Rather, this is
something we remember as a reality of God’s presence today and the mystery of the
Son of God entering our world as a child. This season reminds us again of God always
taking the first step in having a relationship with us. Jesus makes God knowable and
accessible in a special and mysterious way. Reflect this season on God’s faithfulness,
promises, and commitment to bringing renewal and redemption to our lives.
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Grace Presbyterian Church

The Lord’s Day, December 25, 2022

First Sunday in Christmastide

10:30 am

Prelude

Words of Welcome

Preparation for Worship1

________________Praise________________

Call to Worship

Minister: All God's people - boys, girls, women, men;

People: Come and worship!

Minister: Shepherds, Magi, saints, and angels:

People: Come and worship! Come and worship!

Minister: All who need the Savior, all who long for comfort:

All: Come and worship Christ, the newborn King!

1 As a courtesy, please program all communication devices to silent mode. Thank you!
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Song of Praise Joy to the World
Isaac Watts

Joy to the world, the Lord is come!
Let earth receive her King;
let ev’ry heart prepare him room
and heav’n and nature sing,
and heav’n and nature sing,
and heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing.

Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns!
Let men their songs employ,
while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains,
repeat the sounding joy,
repeat the sounding joy,
repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

No more let sins and sorrows grow
nor thorns infest the ground;
he comes to make his blessings flow
far as the curse is found,
far as the curse is found,
far as, far as the curse is found.

Prayer of Adoration

Confession of Faith Heidelberg 33

Minister: Why is he called God's "only begotten Son" when we also are God's
children?

People: Because Christ alone is the eternal, natural Son of God. We, however,
are adopted children of God-adopted by grace through Christ.
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Song of Adoration Go Tell It On The Mountain
John W. Work

Chorus
Go tell it on the mountain
Over the hills and everywhere
Go tell it on the mountain
That Jesus Christ is born

While shepherds kept their watching
Over silent flocks by night
Behold throughout the heavens
There shone a holy light (chorus)

Down in a lowly manger
Our humble Christ was born
And God sent us salvation
That blessed Christmas morn’ (chorus)

Children’s Story: “He is Here!” Jesus Story Book Bible

_______________Renewal_______________

Call to Renewal Isaiah 52:9-10; Luke 2:14

In Christ we receive the salvation of our God. Glory to God in the highest!
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Confession of Sin

Minister
& People:

Generous God, you give us the greatest gift of all, yourself, but often we find it
hard to take notice; we are caught up with our own gifts, given and received.
Forgive us, generous God, for the casual way we treat your gift of love. Cast out
our sin and enter in as we celebrate your grace again. In Christ's name we pray,
Amen.

Private Confession and Reflection

Words of Encouragement John 1:12

To all who did receive him,
to those who believed in his name,
he gave the right to become children of God.

Song of Thanksgiving Hark The Herald Angels Sing
Felix Mendelssohn and Charles Wesley

Hark the herald angels sing
Glory to the newborn King
Peace on earth and mercy mild
God and sinners reconciled
Joyful all ye nations rise
Join the triumph of the skies
With th'angelic hosts proclaim
Christ is born in Bethlehem
Hark the herald angels sing
Glory to the newborn King
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Christ by highest heav'n adored
Christ the everlasting Lord
Late in time behold Him come
Offspring of the Virgin's womb
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see
Hail th'incarnate Deity
Pleased as man with men to dwell
Jesus our Emmanuel
Hark the herald angels sing
Glory to the newborn King

Hail the heav'n-born Prince of Peace
Hail the Sun of Righteousness
Light and life to all He brings
Ris'n with healing in His wings
Mild He lays His glory by
Born that man no more may die
Born to raise the sons of earth
Born to give them second birth
Hark the herald angels sing
Glory to the newborn King

The Prayers of the People (concluded with the Lord’s prayer)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever. Amen!

The Peace of God and Announcements

Minister:     The peace of Christ be with you.

People: And also with you!
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Doxology Thomas Ken & Bob Kauflin

Praise God from whom all blessings flow
In heaven above and earth below
Praise God the Father and the Son
Praise God the Spirit, three-in-one. Amen.

Announcements

_______________Commitment_______________

The Offering

The offering is a way for members and friends of Grace Church to support the
church’s mission and ministry. If you are our guest today, please feel under no
compulsion to give.

Scripture Reading Matthew 2:9-12

After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen
when it rose went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child
was. 10 When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. 11 On coming to the house,
they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped
him. Then they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold,
frankincense and myrrh. 12 And having been warned in a dream not to go back to
Herod, they returned to their country by another route.

Leader:     This is the Word of the LORD.

People:     Thanks be to God!
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Sermon Pastor Brad Wright
Treasures

_______________Communion_______________

Guidelines for Reception of Communion

Communion is the family meal for Christians. We welcome all committed followers of Jesus
Christ to partake of this sacrament: those who are baptized members of a congregation which
proclaims the gospel, who are at peace with God and with their neighbor, and who seek strength to
live more faithfully for Christ. If you are not a Christian, or if you are not prepared to share in
this meal, we encourage you to spend this time in prayer using the prayers that follow as
guidelines. We hope that this time is helpful as you consider your relationship with Jesus Christ,
and with his people, the church.

The Great Thanksgiving

Minister:     Therefore, lift up your hearts.

People: We lift them up to the Lord.

Minister: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.

People: It is right to give him thanks and praise!

Minister: Together we proclaim the mystery of faith.

All: Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again!
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Prayer of Consecration and the Words of Institution

Prayer for those not communing:

Prayer for Covenant Children (Not Yet Confirmed)
Lord Jesus, thank you for placing me inside your family, the church. Help me more and
more to know you, to love you, and to follow you as your faithful disciple. Amen.

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth
Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth and the life. If what you claim is true, please
guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality of who you are. Grant that I might be
undaunted by the cost of following you as I consider the reasons for doing so. Give me an
understanding of you that is coherent, convincing, and that leads to the life that you
promise. Amen.

Prayer of Belief
Lord Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever before believed, but,
through you, I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared to hope. I thank you for
paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross and offering forgiveness and new
life. Knowing that you have been raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive
you as my Savior. Amen.

Prayer for Those Struggling with Sin
Lord Jesus, grant that I may see in you the fulfillment of all my needs, and may turn from
every false satisfaction to feed on you, the true and living bread. Enable me to lay aside
the sin that clings so closely, and run with perseverance the race set before me, looking
only to you, the author and finisher of my faith. Amen.

Prayer of Commitment
Lord Jesus, you have called us to follow you in baptism and in a life of committed
discipleship in your church. Grant that I may take the necessary steps to be one with your
people, and live in the fullness of your Spirit. Amen.

Distribution of the Bread and the Cup

Once the stations are ready, please come forward, row by row, to receive the
elements. Once everyone has returned to their seat, we will stand together and sing
the final verse from our Song of Commitment.
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Song of Commitment Joy to the World
Isaac Watts

He rules the world with truth and grace
and makes the nations prove
the glories of his righteousness
and wonders of his love,
and wonders of his love,
and wonders, wonders of his love.

Benediction2

Go now into the world,
carrying Christmas with you into everyday life.
Open the inn within you and
make room for that gift of gifts,
Jesus Christ, our Lord and newborn King!

Dismissal

Minister: Now, let us go forth to serve this community and the world as those
who love our Lord Jesus Christ.

All: Thanks be to God!

The pastoral staff and other church leaders are available following the service to pray with you or to answer
your questions about the Christian faith or Grace Church

Worship Music
Brad Wright, guitar

2 The benediction is much more than a wish or even a prayer. It is a renewed ordination of the people of God to their
service to each other, to their community and the world. God declares his own favor toward his people.
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