Question 17: What will be your first measure once you have established democracy?
Answer: Guaranteeing the subsistence of the proletariat.
Question 18: How will you do this?
Answer. I. By limiting private property in such a way that it gradually prepares the way for
its transformation into social property, e. g., by progressive taxation, limitation of the right of
inheritance in favour of the state, etc., etc.
II. By employing workers in national workshops and factories and on national estates.
III. By educating all children at the expense of the state.
Question 19: How will you arrange this kind of education during the period of transition?
Answer: All children will be educated in state establishments from the time when they can
do without the first maternal care.
Question 20: Will not the introduction of community of property be accompanied by the
proclamation of the community of women?
Answer: By no means. We will only interfere in the personal relationship between men and
women or with the family in general to the extent that the maintenance of the existing
institution would disturb the new social order. Besides, we are well aware that the family
relationship has been modified in the course of history by the property relationships and by
periods of development, and that consequently the ending of private property will also have a
most important influence on it.
Question 21: Will nationalities continue to exist under communism?
Answer: The nationalities of the peoples who join together according to the principle of
community will be just as much compelled by this union to merge with one another and
thereby supersede themselves as the various differences between estates and classes disappear
through the superseding of their basis - private property.
Question 22: Do Communists reject existing religions?
Answer: All religions which have existed hitherto were expressions of historical stages of
development of individual peoples or groups of peoples. But communism is that stage of
historical development which makes all existing religions superfluous and supersedes them.
In the name and on the mandate of the Congress.

