
GATHERING 
&  

SENDING 
 



OUR SUNDAY MORNING LITURGY & HISTORIC 4 FOLDS 

Gathering	 Word	 Response	 Sending	
The	Acclamation	(Gal	6:14)	
Collect	for	Purity	(9-11c)	
Summary	of	the	Law	(OT)	
Kyrie,	Trisagion	(5c)	
Gloria	(NT,	4c)	
Collect	of	the	Day	(5c)	
	

The	Lessons	(OT)	
The	Sermon	(OT)	

The	Creed	(4c)	
Prayers	of	the	People	(1c)	
The	Confession	(OT)	
The	Absolution	(NT)	
The	Peace*	(NT,	2c)	
The	Offertory	(OT,	2c)	
	

[The	Sursum	Corda	(3-4c)	
The	Sanctus	(OT)	

Prayer	of	Consecration	(NT)	
Words	of	Institution	(NT)	

Mem.	Accl.	&	Epiclesis	(3c)]	
	

The	Lord’s	Prayer	(NT,	4c)	
Agnus	Dei	(8c)	
Communion	(OT,	NT)	

Post-Comm	Prayer	(3c)	
The	Blessing	(OT,	NT)	
The	Dismissal		
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WHY GATHER? 



WHY GATHER? 
 
 

  SCATTERED                
 
 
 
 
 



WHY GATHERING? 
John 10: 11-12,10  

I am the good shepherd. The good 
shepherd lays down his life for the 

sheep.  He who is a hired hand and not 
a shepherd…sees the wolf coming 

and leaves the sheep and flees,  
and the wolf snatches them 

and scatters them…  
 The thief comes only to steal 

and kill and destroy.  
I came that they may have life and 

have it abundantly.  



WHY GATHER? 
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WHY GATHER? 
 
 

SCATTERED      to     FOCUSED 
 
 

      DEFORMED 
 
 



WORSHIP & LITURGY RESTOR(I)ES US 

What is the story that the 
liturgy of our worship tells us 
we are a part of? 

What stories do our culture 
tell us about… 
o  meaning? 
o  values? 
o  aspirations? 
o  what’s wrong and how to 

set it right? 



WHY GATHER? 
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GATHERING: PROCESSION 



GATHERING: PROCESSION 



GATHERING: OPENING ACCLIMATION 

 Blessed be God: the Father, the Son,  
and the Holy Spirit. 

 
 
 

And blessed be his kingdom, now and 
forever.  Amen. 

 
 
 

What does this tell us about: 
•  Who God is? 
•  Who we are? 
•  What we’ve come to do in worship? 
•  What we are to live for? 

 
 
 



ANATOMY OF A PRAYER: 
 COLLECT OF PURITY  

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open,  
all desires known,  

and from you no secrets are hid:  
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 

Holy Spirit,  
that we may perfectly love you,  

and worthily magnify your holy Name;  
through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

What does this tell us about: 
•  Who God is? 
•  Who we are? 
•  What we’ve come to do in worship? 
•  What we are to live for? 

 
 
 



REORIENTING TO TRUE NORTH:  
THE GREATEST COMMANDMENT  

(OR THE PURPOSE WE ARE MADE FOR) 

You shall love the Lord your God 
with all your heart and with all 
your soul and with all your mind.  
This is the first and great 
commandment.  And the second 
is like it:  You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself.  
 

Lord have mercy. 
Christ have mercy.  
Lord have mercy. 



CALVIN: WORSHIP AS GYMNASIUM 
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The	Sermon	(OT)	

The	Creed	(4c)	
Prayers	of	the	People	(1c)	
The	Confession	(OT)	
The	Absolution	(NT)	
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The	Offertory	(OT,	2c)	
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The	Sanctus	(OT)	

Prayer	of	Consecration	(NT)	
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SENDING: PRAYER FOR MISSION 

Heavenly Father, 
We thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food  

of the most precious Body and Blood 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; 

and for assuring us in these holy mysteries 
that we are living members of the body of your Son,  

and heirs of your eternal Kingdom. 
And now, Father, send us out  

to do the work you have given us to do, 
to love and serve you as faithful witnesses  

of Christ our Lord.  
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, 

be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 
  



“SEND US OUT TO DO THE WORK YOU 
HAVE GIVEN US TO DO” 

“O what a blessing is Sunday, interposed between 
the waves of worldly business like the divine path 
of the Israelites through the sea! There is nothing 
in which I would advise you to be more strictly 
conscientious than in keeping the Sabbath day 
holy. I can truly declare that to me the Sabbath 
has been invaluable… We can scarcely indeed 

look into any part of the sacred volume without 
meeting abundant proofs, that it is the religion of 
the Affections which God particularly requires. 

Love, Zeal, Gratitude, Joy, Hope, Trust, are each of 
them specified; and are not allowed to us as 

weaknesses, but enjoined on us as our bounden 
duty, and commended to us as our acceptable 

worship.” 
William Wilberforce 

 

“This kingdom vision – our 
identity as those blessed 

and sent – must work itself 
out in the small routines of 

our daily work and 
vocation as we go to 

meetings, check our email, 
make our children dinner, 

or mow the lawn.” 
 

Tish Harrison Warren 
 



BLESSING AND SENDING 
(into the world as “blessed and sent ones”) 

 
THE BLESSING 
The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your 
hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his 
Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God Almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and 
remain with you always.  Amen. 
  
THE SENDING 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  



BLESSED & SENT: LITRURGY FORMS US TO LEARN 
TO HEAR & FOLLOW JESUS INTO THE WORLD  

John 10:2-5 -  But he who enters by the door is the shepherd of the sheep… the 
sheep hear his voice, and he calls his own sheep by name and leads them 
out. 4When he has brought out all his own, he goes before them, and the 
sheep follow him, for they know his voice.  A stranger they will not follow, but 

they will flee from him, for they do not know the voice of strangers.” 



RECOMMENDED READING 

 

The Liturgy of the Ordinary by Tish Harrison Warren 
 
You Are What You Love by James K.A. Smith 
 
Liturgical Theology by Simon Chan 


