
The first lesson is from Psalm, Chapter 22, verses 1-11 (page 457 in the Pew Bible) 
 
My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? 
    Why are you so far from saving me, from the words of my groaning? 
2 O my God, I cry by day, but you do not answer, 
    and by night, but I find no rest. 
3 Yet you are holy, 
    enthroned on the praises of Israel. 
4 In you our fathers trusted; 
    they trusted, and you delivered them. 
5 To you they cried and were rescued; 
    in you they trusted and were not put to shame. 
6 But I am a worm and not a man, 
    scorned by mankind and despised by the people. 
7 All who see me mock me; 
    they make mouths at me; they wag their heads; 
8 “He trusts in the Lord; let him deliver him; 
    let him rescue him, for he delights in him!” 
9 Yet you are he who took me from the womb; 
    you made me trust you at my mother's breasts. 
10 On you was I cast from my birth, 
    and from my mother's womb you have been my God. 
11 Be not far from me, 
    for trouble is near, 
    and there is none to help. 
 
Psalm, Chapter 5, verses 3-8 (page 449 in the Pew Bible) 
 
3 O Lord, in the morning you hear my voice; 
    in the morning I prepare a sacrifice for you and watch. 
4 For you are not a God who delights in wickedness; 
    evil may not dwell with you. 
5 The boastful shall not stand before your eyes; 
    you hate all evildoers. 
6 You destroy those who speak lies; 
    the Lord abhors the bloodthirsty and deceitful man. 
7 But I, through the abundance of your steadfast love, 
    will enter your house. 
I will bow down toward your holy temple 
    in the fear of you. 
8 Lead me, O Lord, in your righteousness 
    because of my enemies; 
    make your way straight before me. 
 
The Gospel reading is from Matthew, Chapter 27, verses 15 - 23 (Pg. 834 in the pew bible) 

15 Now at the feast the governor was accustomed to release for the crowd any one prisoner whom 
they wanted. 16 And they had then a notorious prisoner called Barabbas. 17 So when they had 
gathered, Pilate said to them, “Whom do you want me to release for you: Barabbas, or Jesus who is 
called Christ?” 18 For he knew that it was out of envy that they had delivered him up. 19 Besides, while 
he was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent word to him, “Have nothing to do with that righteous 
man, for I have suffered much because of him today in a dream.” 20 Now the chief priests and the 



elders persuaded the crowd to ask for Barabbas and destroy Jesus. 21 The governor again said to 
them, “Which of the two do you want me to release for you?” And they said, “Barabbas.” 22 Pilate said 
to them, “Then what shall I do with Jesus who is called Christ?” They all said, “Let him be 
crucified!” 23 And he said, “Why? What evil has he done?” But they shouted all the more, “Let him be 
crucified!” 


