
“THIS IS THE DAY THAT THE LORD HAS MADE; 
LET US REJOICE AND BE GLAD IN IT.

SAVE US, WE PRAY, O LORD!
O LORD, WE PRAY, GIVE US SUCCESS!”

PSALM 118:24-25
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The Sunday of the Passion: 
Palm Sunday
April 5, 2020  



LITURGY OF THE PALMS
Palm Sunday marks the beginning of Holy Week. With palms we 

re-enact Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem. The “procession” is 
fundamentally an act of worship, witness, and devotion to Jesus. 
Yet our hearts are “prone to wander,” and we who hail Jesus as 

King one moment, may in the next deny him, even joining with the 
crowd in shouting, “Crucify him!”

Congregational responses are indicated in boldface.

THE CALL TO WORSHIP
Hosanna to the Son of David, the King of Israel.
Blessed is he who comes in the Name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
Dear brothers and sisters, from the beginning of Lent until 
now we have been preparing our hearts by repentance 
and self-sacrifice. Today, with the whole Church, we 
herald the beginning of the celebration of the Paschal 
Mystery.* On this day our Lord Jesus Christ entered 
Jerusalem and was welcomed as King with palms and 
shouts of praise. Today we greet him as our King, though 
we know his crown was a crown of thorns, and his throne 
a Cross.
Therefore I invite you to follow our Lord this Holy Week, 
from his triumphal entry, through his suffering and death, 
to the glory of his resurrection.
The Lord be with you.
And with your spirit.
Let us pray.

Assist us mercifully with your help, O Lord God of our 
salvation, that we may enter with joy upon the 
contemplation of those mighty acts, whereby you have 
given us life and immortality; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen.  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THE TRIUMPHAL ENTRY
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to 
MATTHEW 21:1-11.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.
1 Now when they drew near to Jerusalem and came to 
Bethpage, to the Mount of Olives, then Jesus sent two 
disciples, 2 saying to them, “Go into the village in front of 
you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a 
colt with her. Untie them and bring them to me. 3 If 
anyone says anything to you, you shall say, ‘The Lord 
needs them,’ and he will send them at once.” 4 This took 
place to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet, saying,    
5 “Say to the daughter of Zion, ‘Behold, your king is 
coming to you, humble, and mounted on a donkey, on a 
colt, the foal of a beast of burden.’” 6 The disciples went 
and did as Jesus had directed them. 7 They brought the 
donkey and the colt and put on them their cloaks, and he 
sat on them. 8 Most of the crowd spread their cloaks on 
the road, and others cut branches from the trees and 
spread them on the road. 9 And the crowds that went 
before him and the that followed him were shouting, 
“Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is he who comes 
in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!” 10 And 
when he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred 
up, saying, “Who is this?” 11 And the crowds said, “This is 
the prophet Jesus, from Nazareth of Galilee.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.
Let us pray.

We praise you, Almighty God, for the acts of love by 
which you have redeemed us through your Son Jesus 
Christ our Lord. On this day he entered the holy city of 
Jerusalem in triumph, and was hailed as King by those 
who spread their garments and branches of palm along 
his way. 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p*The word 
“hosanna” literally 

means “save,” or 
rescue.” In the Bible 
it is always used as 
one crying out like 

in Psalm 118:25. 

Sanctify these branches with your blessing, we humbly 
pray, that they may be for us signs of his victory. Grant 
that we who bear them in his Name may ever hail him as 
our King, and follow him in the way that leads to eternal 
life; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Hosanna to the Son of David, the King of Israel.
Blessed is he who comes in the Name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

HOSANNA*
Paul Baloche, Brenton Brown; © 2005 Thankyou Music; CCLI# 11096120.

Praise is rising, eyes are turning to you
We turn to you
Hope is stirring, hearts are yearning for you
We long for you
‘Cause when we see you we find strength to face the day
In your presence all our fears are washed away
Washed away

     Hosanna, Hosanna
     You are the God who saves us
     Worthy of all our praises
     Hosanna, Hosanna
     Come have your way among us
     We welcome you here, Lord Jesus

Hear the sound of hearts returning to you
We turn to you
In your kingdom broken lives are made new
You make us new
‘Cause when we see you we find strength to face the day
In your presence all our fears are washed away
Washed away
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*A “collect” is a 
particular type of 
prayer that, in the 

context of a 
worship service, 
summarizes (or 
collects) all the 

parts of the 
worship service. 

Think of it as a 
prayer that focuses 

on the theme of this 
particular service. 

AGAPE MEAL LITURGY
God calls us out of the world and welcomes us into his presence.
Opening our hearts to him in love, we respond by confessing our 
sins, receiving his forgiveness, and fully devoting our lives to him

in praise and adoration.

Congregational responses are indicated in boldface.

The Lord be with you.
And with your spirit.
Let us pray.

COLLECT OF THE DAY*
Almighty and everlasting God, in your tender love for us 
you sent your Son our Savior Jesus Christ to take upon 
himself our nature, and to suffer death upon the Cross, 
giving us the example of his great humility: Mercifully 
grant that we may walk in the way of his suffering, and 
come to share in his resurrection; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Almighty God, whose blessed Son Jesus Christ went 
about doing good, and healing all manner of sickness and 
disease among the people: Continue in our hospitals and 
research centers his gracious work among us especially 
those ministering to people affected by the novel 
coronavirus; console and heal the sick; grant to the 
researchers, physicians, nurses, and assisting staff 
wisdom and skill, diligence and patience; prosper their 
work, O Lord, and send down your blessing upon all who 
serve the suffering; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 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HEARING GOD’S WORD
We encounter our Risen Lord in Scripture. As a people defined 
by God’s Word, we respond to God through confession of faith, 

corporate prayer, and a demonstration of our reconciliation 
with one another in passing the peace of Christ

!

THE LESSONS
A reading from ZECHARIAH 9:9-13
9 Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout aloud, O 
daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, your king is coming to 
you; righteous and having salvation is he, humble and 
mounted on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 10 I 
will cut off the chariot from Ephraim and the war course 
from Jerusalem; and the battle bow shall be cut off, and 
she shall speak peace to the nations; his rule shall be 
from sea to sea.

Here ends the reading.

Our psalm is PSALM 22:1-11, and will be read responsively 
by whole verse.

Psalm 22:1 My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?
2 O my God, I cry by day, but you do not answer, and 
by night, but I find no rest.
3 Yet you are holy, enthroned on the praises of Israel.
4 In you our fathers trusted; they trusted, and you 
delivered them.
5 To you they cried and were rescued; in you they trusted 
and were not put to shame. 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*The Apostles’ 
Creed is a 

theological 
summary of 

Christian beliefs, 
which dates back 

to the 7th century. 
However, similar 

forms of this creed 
date back to the 

3rd century. Today 
this creed serves as 

an ecumenical 
symbol of faith.

5 To you they cried and were rescued; in you they trusted 
and were not put to shame.
6 But I am a worm and not a man, scorned by 
mankind and despised by the people.
7 All who see me mock me; they make mouths at me; 
they wag their heads;
8 “He trusts in the LORD; let him deliver him; let him 
rescue him, for he delights in him!”
9 Yet you are he who took me from the womb; you made 
me trust you at my mother’s breasts.
10 On you was I cast from my birth, and from my 
mother’s womb you have been my God.
11 Be not far from me, for trouble is near, and there is 
none to help.

Here ends the reading.

THE SERMON

THE APOSTLES’ CREED*
I believe in God, the Father almighty

creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
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*“Catholic,” here 
means that every 

local church 
founded on the 

gospel is part of the 
one universal 

church founded by 
God through Jesus 

Christ in the power 
of the Holy Spirit.

*Since God first 
gathered a people 

to himself, a            
fundamental part 
of public worship 
has been that his 

people pray 
together. In the 

presence of God, 
we ask for 

ourselves and on 
behalf of others, 
those things that 
are necessary for 

our life and     
salvation. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic* Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Let us pray for the Church and for the world, saying, “hear our 
prayer.”*

For the peace of the whole world, and for the well being 
and unity of the people of God…Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

For Foley, our Archbishop, and Clark, our Bishop, and for 
all the clergy and people of our Diocese and 
Congregation…Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

For all those who proclaim the Gospel at home and 
abroad; and for all who teach and disciple others…Lord, 
in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

For our brothers and sisters in Christ who are persecuted 
for their faith…Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

For our nation, for those in authority, and for all in public 
service especially for our President…Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

For family members serving in the armed forces: Andrew, 
Steve, Keith, Ryan, Chris, Joshua, Katy, Adam, Alex, and 
Zach…Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer. 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*When we confess 
our sins to God we 

are not groveling 
in guilt; we are 

dealing with our 
guilt. If we deny 
our sins, we will 
never get free of 

from them.  

For medical personnel working to care for the sick and for 
those searching to find a cure to this disease; protect 
their health and bless their work that many may be 
restored…Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

For all those who are in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, 
or any other adversity…Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

For all those who have departed this life in the certain 
hope of the resurrection, in thanksgiving let us pray…
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Heavenly Father, grant these our prayers for the sake of 
Jesus Christ, our only Mediator and Advocate, who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and for ever. Amen.

THE CONFESSION OF SIN*
Let us humbly confess our sins to Almighty God.
Almighty and most merciful Father, we have erred 
and strayed from your ways like lost sheep. We have 
followed the devices and desires of our own hearts. 
We have offended against your holy laws. We have 
left undone those things which we ought to have 
done, and we have done those things which we ought 
not to have done; and apart from your grace, there is 
no health in us.
O Lord, have mercy upon us. Spare all those who 
confess their faults. Restore all those who are 
penitent, according to your promises declared to all 
people in Christ Jesus our Lord. And grant, O most 
merciful Father, for his sake, that we may now live a 
godly, righteous, and sober life, to the glory of you 
holy Name. Amen. 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*Only God can 
forgive sins. In 

announcing God’s 
forgiveness, we are 

declaring the 
miraculous work of 
God to restore and 

unite us both to 
himself and one 

another. 
(See 1 John 1:4-10).  

THE ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS*
The Almighty and merciful Lord grant you absolution and 
remission of all your sins, true repentance, amendment of 
life, and the grace and consolation of his Holy Spirit. 
Amen.

AGAPE MEAL BLESSING
God welcomes his people to feast with him at his table. The 
Agape Meal, while not the same as Eucharist, is a shared 

experience designed to highlight our connectedness as a body. 
With roots in early Church practice, this meal is intended to 
strengthen the fellowship and love among Christ’s followers.
!

Blessed are you, O Lord God, King of the Universe, for 
you give us food and drink to sustain our lives and make 
our hearts glad; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Let us now share bread and wine and a time of silent prayer.

GENERAL THANKSGIVING
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your 
unworthy servants give you humble thanks for all 
your goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all 
whom you have made. We bless you for our creation, 
preservation, and all the blessings of this life; but 
above all for your immeasurable love in the 
redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for 
the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. And we 
pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth 
your praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives, by 
giving up ourselves to your service, and by walking 
before you in holiness and righteousness all our 
days; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with 
you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory 
throughout all ages. Amen.  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*More than 3,500 
years ago God 

 the priests of 
Israel to bless his 
people (Number 

6:22-27). The 
result is that God 
will put his name 
upon the people, 
and he will bless 

them.

ONLY KING FOREVER
Steven Furtick, Chris Brown, Wade Joye, Mack Brock; © 2013 Be Essential Songs; 
CCLI# 11096120.

Our God and firm foundation
Our rock, the only solid ground, as nations rise and fall
Kingdoms once strong now shaken
But we trust forever in your name
The name of Jesus, we trust the name of Jesus
     You are the only King forever
     Almighty God we lift you higher
     You are the only King forever
     Forevermore, you are victorious
Unmatched in all your wisdom
In love and justice you will reign, every knee will bow
We bring our expectation
Our hope is anchored in your name
The name of Jesus, we trust the name of Jesus
   We lift our banner high, we lift the name of Jesus
   From age to age you reign, your kingdom has no end

THE BLESSING AND DISMISSAL
Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out your arms of love on 
the hard wood of the Cross that everyone might come 
within the reach of your saving embrace: So clothe us in 
your Spirit that we, reaching forth our hands in love, may 
bring those who do not know you to the knowledge and 
love of you; for the honor of your Name. Amen.

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep 
your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God, 
and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of 
God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be 
among you, and remain with you always. Amen.* 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MERCY IS MORE
Matt Papa, Matt Boswell; © 2016 Getty Music Hymns and Songs; CCLI# 11096120.

What love could remember no wrongs we have done
Omniscient, all-knowing he counts not their sum
Thrown into a sea without bottom or shore
Our sins they are many, his mercy is more
What patience would wait as we constantly roam
What father so tender is calling us home
He welcomes the weakest, the vilest, the poor
Our sins they are many, his mercy is more
     Praise the Lord, his mercy is more
     Stronger than darkness, new every morn
     Our sins they are many, his mercy is more
What riches of kindness he lavished on us
His blood was the payment, his life was the cost
We stood ‘neath a debt we could never afford
Our sins they are many, his mercy is more

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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