“LIKE NEWBORN INFANTS,
LONG FOR THE PURE SPIRITUAL MILK, THAT BY IT YOU
MAY GROW UP INTO SALVATION—”
1 PETER 2:2
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Fifth Sunday of Easter
May 10, 2020

AGAPE MEAL LITURGY
God calls us out of the world and welcomes us into his presence.
Opening our hearts to him in love, we respond by confessing our
sins, receiving his forgiveness, and fully devoting our lives to him
in praise and adoration.
Congregational responses are indicated in boldface.

THE CALL TO WORSHIP
Alleluia! Christ is risen!
The Lord is risen indeed! Alleluia!
The Lord be with you.
And with your spirit.
Let us pray.
*A “collect” is a
particular type of
prayer that, in the
context of a
worship service,
summarizes (or
collects) all the
parts of the
worship service.
Think of it as a
prayer that focuses
on the theme of this
particular service.

COLLECT OF THE DAY*
Almighty God, you sent your only Son to be born of a
woman; we give thanks for our mothers on this day. We
remember with grateful hearts those who have nurtured
and guided us through the troubles and joys of life and
we thank you for the blessing of family. Amen.
Almighty God, whose blessed Son Jesus Christ went
about doing good, and healing all manner of sickness and
disease among the people: Continue in our hospitals and
research centers his gracious work among us especially
those ministering to people affected by the novel
coronavirus; console and heal the sick; grant to the
researchers, physicians, nurses, and assisting staff
wisdom and skill, diligence and patience; prosper their
work, O Lord, and send down your blessing upon all who
serve the suffering; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

Reginald Heber; Public Domain; CCLI # 11069486

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty
Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee
Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty
God in Three Persons, blessed Trinity
Holy, holy, holy, all the saints adore thee
Casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea
Cherubim and seraphim falling down before thee
Who wert and art, and evermore shall be
Holy, holy, holy though the darkness hide thee
Though the eye of sinful man thy glory may not see
Only thou art holy, there is none beside thee
Perfect in power in love and purity
Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty
All thy works shall praise thy name in earth and sky and sea
Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty
God in Three Persons, blessed Trinity

HEARING GOD’S WORD
We encounter our Risen Lord in Scripture. As a people defined
by God’s Word, we respond to God through confession of faith,
corporate prayer, and a demonstration of our reconciliation
with one another in passing the peace of Christ
!

THE LESSONS
A reading from DEUTERONOMY 6:20-25
20“When your son asks you in time to come, ‘What is the
meaning of the testimonies and the statutes and the rules
that the LORD our God has commanded you?’
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21then

you shall say to your son, ‘We were Pharaoh’s
slaves in Egypt. And the LORD brought us out of Egypt
with a mighty hand. 22And the LORD showed signs and
wonders, great and grievous, against Egypt and against
Pharaoh and all his household, before our eyes. 23And he
brought us out from there, that he might bring us in and
give us the land that he swore to give to our fathers.
24And the LORD commanded us to do all these statues, to
fear the LORD our God, for our good always, that he might
preserve us alive, as we are this day. 25And it will be
righteousness for us, if we are careful to do all this
commandment before the LORD our God, as he has
commanded us.’”
Here ends the reading.
Our psalm is PSALM 66:1-8, and will be read responsively
by whole verse.
Psalm 66:1 Shout

for joy to God, all the earth;
2 sing the glory of his name; give to him glorious
praise!.
3 Say to God, “How awesome are your deeds! So great is
your power that your enemies come cringing to you.
4 All the earth worships you and sings praises to you;
they sing praises to your name.”
5 Come and see what God has done: he is awesome in
his deeds toward the children of man.
6 He turned the sea into dry land; they passed
through the river on foot. There did we rejoice in him,
7 who rules by his might forever, whose eyes keep watch
on the nations—let not the rebellious exalt themselves.
8 Bless our God, O peoples; let the sound of his
praise be heard,
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A reading from 1 PETER 2:1-12
1So put away all malice and all deceit and hypocrisy and
envy and all slander. 2Like newborn infants, long for the
pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up into
salvation—3if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is
good.
4As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but
in the sight of God chosen and precious, 5you yourselves
like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to
be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6For it stands in
Scripture: “Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, a
cornerstone chosen and precious, and whoever believes
in him will not be put to shame.” 7So the honor is for you
who believe, but for those who do not believe, “The stone
that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone,”
8and “A stone of stumbling, and a rock of offense.” They
stumble because they disobey the word, as they were
destined to do.
9But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy
nation, a people for his own possession, that you may
proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of
darkness into his marvelous light. 10Once you were not a
people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not
received mercy, but now you have received mercy.
11Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain
from the passions of the flesh, which wage war against
your soul. 12Keep your conduct among the Gentiles
honorable, so that when they speak against you as
evildoers, they may see your good deeds and glorify God
on the day of visitation.
Here ends the reading.

THE SERMON
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*The Apostles’
Creed is a
theological
summary of
Christian beliefs,
which dates back
to the 7th century.
However, similar
forms of this creed
date back to the
3rd century. Today
this creed serves as
an ecumenical
symbol of faith.

*”Catholic,” here
means that every
local church
founded on the
gospel is part of the
one universal
church founded by
God through Jesus
Christ in the power
of the Holy Spirit.
*Since God first
gathered a people
to himself, a
fundamental part
of public worship
has been that his
people pray
together. In the
presence of God,
we ask for
ourselves and on
behalf of others,
those things that
are necessary for
our life and
salvation.

THE APOSTLES’ CREED*
I believe in God, the Father almighty
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic* Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE*
Let us pray for the Church and for the world, saying, “hear our
prayer.”
For the peace of the whole world, and for the well being
and unity of the people of God…Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
For Foley, our Archbishop, and Clark, our Bishop, and for
all the clergy and people of our Diocese and
Congregation…Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
For all those who proclaim the Gospel at home and
abroad; and for all who teach and disciple others…Lord,
in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
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For our brothers and sisters in Christ who are persecuted
for their faith…Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
For our nation, for those in authority, and for all in public
service especially for our President…Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
For family members serving in the armed forces: Andrew,
Steve, Keith, Ryan, Chris, Joshua, Katy, Adam, Alex, and
Zach…Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
For medical personnel working to care for the sick and for
those searching to find a cure to this disease; protect
their health and bless their work that many may be
restored…Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
For all those who are in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness,
or any other adversity…Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
For all those who have departed this life in the certain
hope of the resurrection, in thanksgiving let us pray…
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
Heavenly Father, grant these our prayers for the sake of
Jesus Christ, our only Mediator and Advocate, who lives
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and for ever. Amen.
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*When we confess
our sins to God we
are not groveling
in guilt; we are
dealing with our
guilt. If we deny
our sins, we will
never get free of
from them.

THE CONFESSION OF SIN*

*Only God can
forgive sins. In
announcing God’s
forgiveness, we are
declaring the
miraculous work of
God to restore and
unite us both to
himself and one
another.
(See 1 John 1:4-7).

THE ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS*

Let us humbly confess our sins to Almighty God.
Almighty and most merciful Father, we have erred
and strayed from your ways like lost sheep. We have
followed the devices and desires of our own hearts.
We have offended against your holy laws. We have
left undone those things which we ought to have
done, and we have done those things which we ought
not to have done; and apart from your grace, there is
no health in us.
O Lord, have mercy upon us. Spare all those who
confess their faults. Restore all those who are
penitent, according to your promises declared to all
people in Christ Jesus our Lord. And grant, O most
merciful Father, for his sake, that we may now live a
godly, righteous, and sober life, to the glory of you
holy Name. Amen.

The Almighty and merciful Lord grant you absolution and
remission of all your sins, true repentance, amendment of
life, and the grace and consolation of his Holy Spirit.
Amen.

AGAPE MEAL BLESSING
The Agape Meal, while not the same as Eucharist, is a shared
experience designed to highlight our connectedness as the body
of Christ. This meal is intended to strengthen the fellowship
and love among Christ’s followers.
!
Blessed are you, O Lord God, King of the Universe, for
you give us food and drink to sustain our lives and make
our hearts glad; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Let us now share bread and wine and a time of silent prayer.
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GENERAL THANKSGIVING
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your
unworthy servants give you humble thanks for all
your goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all
whom you have made. We bless you for our creation,
preservation, and all the blessings of this life; but
above all for your immeasurable love in the
redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for
the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. And,
we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth
your praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives, by
giving up ourselves to your service, and by walking
before you in holiness and righteousness all our
days; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with
you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory
throughout all ages. Amen.

WHAT A BEAUTIFUL NAME
Ben Fielding, Brooke Ligertwood; © 2016 Hillsong Publishing; CCLI#
11069486.

You were the Word at the beginning
One with God the Lord Most High
Your hidden glory in creation
Now revealed in your our Christ
What a beautiful Name it is, what a beautiful Name it is
The Name of Jesus Christ my King
What a beautiful Name it is, nothing compares to this
What a beautiful Name it is, the Name of Jesus
You didn’t want heaven without us
So Jesus you brought heaven down
My sin was great your love was great
What could separate us now
What a wonderful Name it is, what a wonderful Name it is
The Name of Jesus Christ my King
What a wonderful Name it is, nothing compares to this
What a wonderful Name it is, the Name of Jesus
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Death could not hold you, the veil tore before you
You silence the boast of sin and grave
The heavens are roaring the praise of your glory
For you are raised to life again
You have no rival, you have no equal
Now and forever God you reign
Yours is the kingdom, yours is the glory
Yours is the Name above all names
What a powerful Name it is, what a powerful Name it is
The Name of Jesus Christ my King
What a powerful Name it is, nothing can stand against
What a powerful Name it is, the Name of Jesus

THE BLESSING AND DISMISSAL
Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out your arms of love on
the hard wood of the Cross that everyone might come
within the reach of your saving embrace: So clothe us in
your Spirit that we, reaching forth our hands in love, may
bring those who do not know you to the knowledge and
love of you; for the honor of your Name. Amen.

*More than 3,500
years ago God
instructed the
priests of Israel to
bless his people
(Number 6:22-27).
The result is that
God will put his
name upon the
people, and he will
bless them.
(Phil. 4:7).

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep
your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God,
and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of
God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be
among you, and remain with you always. Amen.*

THIS IS AMAZING GRACE
Phil Wickham, Jeremy Riddle, Josh Farro; © 2012 Phil Wickham Music;
CCLI# 11069486.

Who breaks the power of sin and darkness
Whose love is mighty and so much stronger
The King of Glory, the King above all kings
Who shakes the whole earth with holy thunder
And leaves us breathless, in awe and wonder
The King of Glory, the King above all kings
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This is amazing grace, this is unfailing love
That you would take my place, that you would bear my cross
You laid down your life that I would be set free
Oh, Jesus I sing for all that you’ve done for me
Who brings our chaos back into order
Who makes the orphan a son and daughter
The King of Glory, the King of Glory
Who rules the nations with truth and justice
Shines like the sun in all of its brilliance
The King of Glory, the King above all kings
Worthy is the Lamb who slain
Worthy is the King who conquered the grave
Worthy is the Lamb who slain
Worthy is the King who conquered the grave
Worthy is the Lamb who slain
Worthy is the King who conquered the grave
Worthy is the Lamb who slain, Worthy, worthy, worthy
Alleluia! Alleluia! Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!
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NEWS AND EVENTS
MIDDAY PRAYER
In these days of anxiety and stress, we all need a spiritual boost. One great
way is by stopping regularly for a few minutes to be with God. To help you in
that, we are offering Midday Prayer, from the ACNA Book of Common
Prayer. Luke Kunefke is leading it live on Monday—Friday from 12:15-12:30
p.m. at our Facebook page. Give it a try. It will refresh your day.

ENCOURAGE ONE ANOTHER
In these uncertain times, it is easy to be anxious, discouraged or depressed.
One way to help those who might be suffering is to become an encourager,
someone who builds others up. If you have a story of how God has worked
in your life or a way that God has encouraged you, let’s share these stories.
Please send to bob@graceanglicankaty.com. Here is a good word from
Linda Bryan.
Midday Prayer…
At 12:12 each weekday the Church Bell Chime on my phone rings and I
stop to sit with my Lord. What an idea! I have always saved times of quiet
for first thing in the morning, or last thing at night. With Luke’s
encouragement I have found this midday break brings great peace to my
day. His heartfelt prayers and humble presence remind me that God is in
control of all things. With this assurance fresh in my heart, I move into my
workday with greater patience, heightened sensitivity, and more energy…
better prepared to meet the challenges of on-line teaching!
Further Encouragement:
Is He Worthy? — https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fs7Kah6wnY8
The UK Blessing — https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PUtll3mNj5U

ADULT FORUM
We have resumed our Adult Forum study of God as seen through the
Nicene Creed. It will be via Zoom from 9:30-10:15 a.m. If you need the link,
contact Bill Russell, bill@graceanglicankaty.com.
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GIVING
During this uncertain and stressful time, with no Sunday offering, our
congregational giving has been remarkably consistent. Thank you for your
faithfulness. As a reminder, you may give in the following ways.
• By check through the mail: 24968 Katy Ranch Rd. #100, Katy TX, 77494
• Online: our website www.graceanglicankaty.com has a link at the top
for online giving. It will be through PayPal.
• Through your bank: Use Bill Pay or Zelle to have the money sent to us.
This is the easiest method. Just set it and forget it. For assistance in
setting this up, contact Bill Russell, bill@graceanglicankaty.com.

BENEVOLENCE FUND
Thanks for the many donations to our Benevolence Fund. We are already
dispersing it to people impacted by the virus and the economy. If you would
like to make a donation, you may use any of the methods shown above. Be
sure to designate it as “Benevolence Fund.” If you use PayPay, there is no
way to designate so you will need to contact Bill Russell (email above) and
tell him your designated gift.

PRAYER REQUESTS
Send prayer requests to prayer@graceanglicankaty.com. Our team of
dedicated pray-mrs will lift your request to God.

INFORMATION
If you have specific questions about things like God, faith or church send
them to info@graceanglicankaty.com. We will respond promptly.

CHECK THE WEBSITE AND FACEBOOK
Be sure to use these resources for the latest information.
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