
Covenants of the Promise 
Part 2



What separated Jew and Gentile? 

Covenants of the Promise
Promise in 

Gen 3:15

Abrahamic 

Covenant

Davidic 

Covenant

New 

Covenant

Old Covenant (Law of Moses)



“if a stranger sojourns with you, 
and celebrates the Passover to 
the LORD, let all his males be 
circumcised, and then let him 

come near to celebrate it; and 
he shall be like a native of the 

land” (Ex 12:48)



Covenants of the 
Promise, pt. 2 -

Message

The covenants of 
the promise pave 
the way for Jews 
and Gentiles to be 
fellow members of 
God’s household.



“Man, by his fall, having made himself 
incapable of life by that covenant, the Lord 

was pleased to make a second, commonly 
called the covenant of grace: wherein he 

freely offered unto sinners life and 
salvation by Jesus Christ, requiring of them 

faith in him, that they may be saved, and 
promising to give unto all those that are 

ordained unto life, his Holy Spirit, to make 
them willing and able to believe.”

Westminster Confession of Faith, VII:3



Types of Covenants Contrasted

Bilateral Covenant
• I will…

• If you…

• Both parties responsible

• Deuteronomy 28

Unilateral Covenant
• I will…

• God takes all responsibility

• Genesis 15

• Jeremiah 31:31-34

• Ezekiel 36:26-29



Law vs. 
Promise

Stark Contrast (Gal 3:6-4:31 and 
Rom 4:13-17)

Slavery vs. Freedom (Gal 4:21-
31)

New Covenant – better promises  
(Heb 8:6)

Distinct Covenants (Rom 9:4; 
Eph 2:11-15)



Law vs. 
Gospel

Promise was “the gospel” spoken to 
Abraham (Gal 3:8)

Law is not of faith (Gal 3:12)

Justification is “apart from works of the 
Law” (Rom 3:28)

The Law “has shut up all men under sin” 
so they will flee to “the promise by faith 
in Jesus Christ” (Gal 3:22-24)



External vs. 
Internal

Believers have a 
different 

relationship to 
the law

God’s law is now 
written on our 

hearts

Internal 
motivation

(Jer 31:33; Ezek 
36:26-27; Eph 

6:6)



Temporary vs. Eternal

Law was in place “until the seed should come to whom 
the promise had been made” (Gal 3:19, 23-25; Heb 9:10)

So now “there is a setting aside of a former 
commandment” (Heb 7:18)

New Covenant is an “eternal covenant” (Heb 13:20)



New 
Covenant is

Superior

Better than the Old Covenant 
(Heb 7:22; 8:6)

Centered in Jesus, a superior 
Person (Isa 42:6; Acts 3:25-26)

Superior Mediator (Heb 8:6; 
9:19)

Superior Hope (Heb 7:19)



Superior Priesthood

Under the Law priests were weak (Heb 7:28)

Jesus’ priesthood is superior (Heb 7:11-12)

Change from Levitical to Melchizedek

Change of tribe from Levi to Judah (Heb 7:13-17)

Jesus is both King and Priest (Ps 110:1-4; Zech 6:12-13)



Superior Priesthood,
cont.

Jesus entered greater heavenly tabernacle

Jesus holds “His priesthood permanently” 

Jesus has “obtained eternal redemption” for us 

Jesus is a superior guarantee 

Jesus offered superior blood

(Heb 9:11; 6:20; 7:25; 9:12; 7:22; 9:12; 13:20)



Superior Effectiveness

The Law is weak 
and cannot 

justify anyone

The Law “has 
only a shadow 
of the good 

things to come” 

(Gal 3:11; Heb 
10:1, 4; 7:18-

19)

New Covenant 
takes away sins 
and sanctifies 

sinners

Jesus sat down 
because His 

work is 
complete

(Rom 11:27; 
Heb 7:25; 8:12; 
9:26; 10:10, 12, 

18)



New 
Covenant is 

not a renewal 
of the Old

New Covenant is “not like” the Old 
Covenant (Jer 31:32; Heb 8:9)

God made the Old Covenant obsolete 
(Heb 8:13)

New Covenant is a “better covenant”

New Covenant offers a “better hope”

New Covenant brought in a “new and 
living way” 

(Heb 7:19, 22; 10:20)


