
How Long, O Lord?



Answers to our 
prayers often go 
unrecognized 
because they don’t 
fit the answers we 
expect.

Unanswered 
Prayers?



Habakkuk’s Message in 1:1-11

God often answers our 
prayers in the most 
unexpected ways.



God is simultaneously ordering every 
detail to accomplish His grand plan. 

What that means is, that it is always 
bigger than your situation.



1st complaint & God’s reply (1:1-11)

2nd complaint & God’s reply (1:12-2:5)

Woe to arrogant Babylon (2:6-20)

(3:1-19)

Faith stretched

Faith stretched further

Faith assured

Faith put into action



Habakkuk 1:1-11

I. Habakkuk lamented that God seemed 
indifferent to the sins of His people (1-4). 



Faith laments the 
evil it sees because 
it is grieved, not 
because it is 
discontented with 
life. 

Biblical 
Lamenting



Habakkuk 1:1-11

I. Habakkuk lamented that God seemed 
indifferent to the sins of His people (1-4). 

II. God responded to Habakkuk’s prayer in a 
shocking way (5-11).



“it is a fundamental 
principle in the life 
and walk of faith 
that we must always 
be prepared for the 
unexpected when 
we are dealing with 
God” 

Martyn Lloyd-
Jones, 

Faith Tried and 
Triumphant, 

p. 11



“Evil and calamity 
do not exist 
independent of the 
sovereign rule and 
redemptive 
purposes of God” 

Carl Armerding, 
Expositor’s, 

7:502



“We should 
therefore judge 
every event in the 
light of God’s great, 
eternal and glorious 
purpose” 

Martyn Lloyd-
Jones, 

Faith Tried and 
Triumphant, 

p. 16



How to respond 
when answers 

are not what 
we hoped?

 Humbly submit to God’s 
will.

 Develop contentment.

 Acknowledge His wisdom 
and goodness at work.
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