
Spirit, Signs and Salvation



Joel 2:28 – 32

God promises His Spirit and 

salvation to those who call on Him.

Joel lists three promises which will come after 

the restoration of Joel’s generation.



How Peter used Joel 2:28-32 in Acts 2

Millennium only

Pentecost is similar to what God will do in the

millennium. But is not a fulfillment.

God’s offer to fulfill Joel 2 was rejected. So the

fulfillment waits for the millennium.

However, events of Joel 2 are prior to Jesus’

Second Coming and lead up to it.



How Peter used Joel 2:28-32 in Acts 2

First Century only

Pentecost fulfilled Joel 2:28-29 

Destruction of Jerusalem fulfilled Joel 2:30-32

However, Joel 2:28 – 3:21 are not talking about 

God’s judgment on Israel but judgment on their 

enemies.



How Peter used Joel 2:28-32 in Acts 2

Fulfillment began at Pentecost but will be 
concluded at Jesus’ return 

The church joins believing Israel as the people of 
God

Jews and Gentiles are brought into this new church
(Acts 2, 10 and 19)

Salvation is a key factor

Fulfillment concluded at end of age when Jews are 
saved in large numbers (Rom 11:25ff; Zech 12:10) 



How Peter used Joel 2:28-32 in Acts 2

Summary

Pouring out of God’s Spirit

Provides for preaching the gospel (both at 

Pentecost and at end of the age)

Coincides with Jesus’ Second Coming



Outline of Joel

God called His people to repentance.

(1:1 – 2:27)

God promised restoration and retribution.

(2:28 – 3:21) 



Outline of Joel

God promised restoration and retribution.

(2:28 – 3:21) 

God promises His Spirit and salvation to those who 

call on Him (2:28-32).

God promises retribution on His people’s 

enemies (3:1-21). 



Three promises…

I. The Lord will pour out His Spirit (2:28-29)



Three promises…

I. The Lord will pour out His Spirit (2:28-29) 

II. The Lord will display wonders (2:30-31)



“it conveys the sights and smells of 

battle, as the Lord wages war 

against his enemies, leaving 

bloody troops, burnt cities and 

smoking rubble in his wake” 

(David Alan Hubbard, Joel and Amos, p. 75) 



Three promises…

I. The Lord will pour out His Spirit (2:28-29). 

II. The Lord will display wonders (2:30-31)

III. The Lord will save those who call on Him (2:32) 


