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SeSSion two: what haPPenS when the goSPel iS Preached?
actS 13:44–15:41central FocuS

Through His Word, the Lord prepares 
His Church for various eventualities 
when the Gospel is preached.

objectiveS

That participants, led by the Holy Spirit 
working through God’s Word, will

1.  tell the rest of the story of Paul’s first 
missionary journey and tell of the 
events in Acts 15;

2.  recognize significant challenges that 
arise when God’s Word is proclaimed 
today and identify lessons we can 
learn from the Early Church to 
help today’s Christians meet those 
challenges; and

3.  gain increased confidence from 
God’s Word when such challenges 
arise.

oPening Prayer

Father, hallowed be Your name. Cause 
Your Word to be taught among us in its 
truth and purity, and lead us to live holy 
lives according to it. Your kingdom come. 
Give us Your Holy Spirit, so that by Your 
grace we believe Your Holy Word and lead 
godly lives now and in eternity. Your will 
be done. Strengthen and keep us firm in 
Your Word and in faith until we die. We 
pray as Jesus taught us and because of 
Him. Amen.

QueStionS

1.  Do Christians today sometimes 
assume that people will not believe 
in Christ, even before the Good 
News is told? If so, what leads to this 
assumption? 

2.  What misconceptions did 
people at Lystra have when 
Paul and Barnabas came? What 
misconceptions do people bring 
with them when they hear the 
Gospel today? 

3.  Did Paul and Barnabas say anything 
at the Jerusalem Council? If so, 
what? Which speech at the council 
turned out to be decisive, and why? 
Can we learn something from this? 

4.  How did Paul and Barnabas handle 
their difference of opinion in a 
constructive way? 

5.  Think about a big challenge 
that you see when the Gospel is 
preached. Why do you regard it as 
such a great challenge? What help 
can you get from what you have 
learned in this session to address 
this challenge?
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