
G

 
The

 
 

God’s W

Pr
God’s 

e fear of the Lo
but fools de

Compiled

 

Word f

rove
Gift of 

 
ord is the begi
espise wisdom 

Proverbs 1:
 
 
 

d by Julene G
 

 
 

 
 
 

for Tod

rbs
Wisdom

inning of know
and discipline

:7 

ernant Dumit

day 

m 

wledge,  
e.  

t 



Copyright O 1978,1996 Concordia Publishing House 
3558 South Jefferson Avenue 

St. Louis, MO 631183968 
1-800-325-3040 www.cph.org 

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or 
transmitted, in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise, 
without the prior written permission of Concordia Publishing House. 

Compiled by Julene Gernant Dumit 

Series editors: Thomas J. Doyle and Rodney L. Rathmann 

Assistant to the editors: Cindi Crismon 

Scripture taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION@. NN@. Copyright O 1973, 1978, 1984 
by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan Publishing House. All rights reserved. 

We solicit your comments and suggestions concerning this material. Please write to Product Manager, 
Adult Bible Studies, Concordia Publishing House, 3558 S. Jefferson Avenue, St. Louis, MO 63118-3968. 

Manufactured in the United States of America 



Contents 

Preface 

Lesson 1-Proverbs: Book of Wisdom 

Lesson 2-The Call of Wisdom 

Lesson 3-Wisdom Teaches: "Fear and Trust the Lord" 

Lesson 4-Wisdom Exalts Righteousness and Wisdom 

Lesson 5-Wisdom Exalts Justice 

Lesson 6-Wisdom's Teaching Methods 

Lesson 7-Wisdom Teaches about Family Life 

Lesson 8-Wisdom Teaches How to Relate to Others 

Lesson 9-Wisdom Teaches about Speech 

Lesson 10-Wisdom Exalts Generosity and Diligent Work 

Leaders Notes 
Preparing to Teach Proverbs 

Lesson 1 

Lesson 2 

Lesson 3 

Lesson 4 

Lesson 5 

Lesson 6 



Lesson 7 

Lesson 8 

Lesson 9 

Lesson 10 



Preface 

The wisdom literature belongs to an often neglected section of our 
Bibles. While Psalms is a favorite frequently used in worship services and 
paraphrased in hymns, Proverbs, Song of Songs, and Ecclesiastes are sel- 
dom read and used even less. This course should help you rediscover the 
book of Proverbs and its relevance for life in our time. 

The wisdom literature of the Old Testament is filled with shrewd, practi- 
cal teachings. Its sentences have been rubbed into life. There is pith and 
penetration in the epigrams of Proverbs. From lip to lip and from life to life 
these cutting sentences passed. Like coins upon a counter they ring with a 
sharp truth. They speak concretely of a religion for everyday living. Our 
generation needs more of that. 

Yet one best understands Proverbs, not by itself, but in the light of the 
supreme wisdom that makes people wise unto eternal salvation, the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ. Jesus is our true wisdom and righteousness and 
holiness and redemption (1 Corinthians 1:30; 2 Corinthians 5:21; Colos- 
sians 2:3). We are ever to grow in our understanding of, and faith in, Christ 
Jesus. Through faith strengthened by the Holy Spirit working through His 
Word God enables and empowers us to grow in sanctification, shown in 
daily living. 

The Bible can be divided into three sections: (1) the book of doctrine; 
(2) the book of worship; (3) the book to live by. Proverbs is distinctly part 
of the book to live by. As such it focuses largely on how we are to live, 
rather than on what God has done for us. Therefore, expect to be accused 
of sin as you read it. But always remember the forgiveness won for you by 
Christ. Confess your sins to God in prayer, asking for His forgiveness won 
for you by His Son's death and for His power to live as Proverbs teaches. 

This booklet is a study guide. It is a tool to help you get into the book of 
Proverbs, to work through the message there, to relate the meaning of the 
revelation to your own life and your own concerns. It is a book designed to 
help you to study this Word of God to you and to share your insights with 
other Christians. This booklet is not a verse-by-verse commentary on the 
book; it does not attempt a complete theological analysis of the book's 
message. You are encouraged to use Bible dictionaries, Bible helps, study 
Bibles, and commentaries that you have available to enrich your study. 
Read them before class, bring them to class to refer to, and use them in pri- 



vate study to gain insights that you can share with the whole class. 
May God bless you as you study. May His Spirit work through this Word 

to strengthen your faith and to help you to rededicate yourselves to lives of 
wisdom and righteousness. 



Lesson I 

Proverbs: Book of Wisdom 

Theme Verses 
"The proverbs of Solomon son of David, king of Israel: for attaining wis- 

dom and discipline; for understanding words of insight; for acquiring a dis- 
ciplined and prudent life, doing what is right and just and fair" (Proverbs 
1:l-3). 

Goal 
We seek to understand something about true wisdom, its value, its 

source, and how it is attained. We will also look at who wrote Proverbs, 
the kind of literature it contains, and the purpose of the book. 

What's Going On Here? 
The book of Proverbs has instantaneous appeal. It is personal, practi- 

cal, and pertinent. It is true to life and down to earth. It gives sensible 
advice for many aspects of living. It makes you think. Before long you will 
catch yourself reviewing attitudes and habits that you took for granted. 
Some of its truths will hit you between the eyes. You will soon agree that it 
is a most helpful manual of practical religion. 

Proverbs is instruction in wiser living based on faith in God. Its pur- 
pose is to strengthen Christian character and conduct in relation to people 
and to situations. Proverbs is more than an explanation of the Ten Com- 
mandments; it argues that the Law of God is wise and good and that it is to 
our advantage if we keep it. Proverbs provides the know-how as well as 
the incentive for wiser living. 

In this lesson we will look further at the purpose of Proverbs, as well as 
at the place of Proverbs in the Bible, its authors, and the type of literature 
it contains. We will also begin looking at what constitutes true wisdom. And 
we will discuss where it comes from and its importance for our lives. 



Searching the Scriptures 
The Hebrew Bible (the Old Testament) contains three major divisions: 

the Law, the Prophets, and the Writings. It is in this third category that we 
find Proverbs. 

Proverbs, along with Job, Ecclesiastes, and some of the psalms, is 
classified as wisdom literature. Wisdom literature was common in many 
Near Eastern cultures. In the Old Testament, we find two types of wisdom 
literature. One type tends to be pessimistic. It deals with deep philosophi- 
cal and theological questions such as the meaning of life and the problem 
of evil. Job and Ecclesiastes belong to this type. The other type is gener- 
ally optimistic and deals with practical matters of everyday life. Proverbs 
is of this type. 

1. In the Old Testament, God communicated His will to His people using 
three major groups of people. These groups are mentioned in Jeremiah 
18:18. Who were they and what functions did they perform? 

In ancient Israel, wise men gave advice to kings and instructed the 
young. Some of what they taught is found in Proverbs. 

2. What do the following verses tells us about who wrote and edited 
Proverbs: 1:l; 10:l; 22:17; 24:23; 25:l; 30:l; 31:1? 



3. Solomon's wisdom was legendary. Read 1 Kings 3:7-9; 4:29-34. 
Who was the source of Solomon's wisdom? How many proverbs did 
Solomon speak? Wisdom in the Old Testament included more than we 
popularly classify as  wisdom today. What areas of knowledge did 
Solomon's wisdom encompass? 

4. Wisdom in the Old Testament deals with the structure of life as God 
created it and intends it to be lived. Read Proverbs 3:19-20. What under- 
lies and supports the universe? 

This wisdom that underlies the universe and all of its functions the Lord 
desires to communicate to His people that they might live fruitful and har- 
monious lives and thus reap the benefits of lives lived in conformity to His 
will and design for the world and human life. So Proverbs sharply con- 
trasts the way of wisdom and the way of folly and teaches how each is 
lived out in many situations. 

5. Read Proverbs 1:l-6. What goals are here set out for the readers of 
these proverbs? What groups of people can benefit from their teaching? 

6. Read 9:10. What does it mean to fear the LORD and have knowledge of 
the Holy One? What is the relationship between these concepts and wis- 
dom and understanding? Why? 



7. Read Proverbs 2:l-6. What are we encouraged to do in these vers- 
es? What is the end result of such efforts (v. 5)? Who rewards these 
efforts with the gifts of wisdom, knowledge, and understanding? 

8. Read 3:13-18. How are we further encouraged to seek wisdom? 

Proverbs highlights the value of wisdom and seeks to teach people wis- 
dom and how to live wisely. In order to do this, it makes sharp contrasts 
between the benefits of wisdom and righteousness and the consequences 
of folly and evil. At times it deals in broad generalities and does not con- 
cern itself with exceptions. Thus while Proverbs does contain some 
promises (see 3:5-6), most of its statements are not to be understood as 
promises, at least not for this life, but rather as general statements of how 
the world should and many times does work. See for example 10:27; 
13:25. To understand statements like these as promises is to disregard the 
nature and purpose of the book. Exceptions to such statements are dealt 
with in other books of Scripture, such as the question of why the righteous 
suffer, which is discussed in Job. 

[Proverbs] limits its purpose to illustrating the workings-out of a 
divinely ordained moral world-order. At all points in his life man is sub- 
ject to an absolute and universal standard of right and wrong which he 
disregards only with dire results. 

Having unequivocally established this basic, comprehensive truth, 
the Book of Proverbs is content to leave other questions of man's relation- 
ship to God to be answered elsewhere in Scripture. Such questions are: 
What should motivate the pursuit of virtue? Why is the reward of virtue 
not always evident? Is there any hope for the man who breaks God's law? 
Is God's reward of virtue restricted to man's mundane existence? (Walter 
R. Roehrs, Concordia Self-Studg Commentary, [St. Louis: Concordia, 
19791, p. 409) 



The Hebrew word for proverb is mashal. While mashal has a broader 
meaning than the English word proverb, here in Proverbs, most of the 
mashals are compact statements that express truths about human behav- 
ior. 

As you can probably tell by how these proverbs appear in your Bible, 
they are written in poetic form. The distinguishing feature of Hebrew poet- 
ry is not rhyme, but parallelism. A unit of Hebrew poetry consists of two 
(or sometimes more) statements. There are several ways that these state- 
ments can be related to each other. Two of the most common ways will be 
discussed below. 

In one type of Hebrew poetry, the second of two statements contrasts 
with the first. This type of poetry is very common in Proverbs. Proverbs 
11:18 is an example. Note how "the wicked man" is contrasted with the 
person "who sows righteousness." The first "earns deceptive wages," while 
the second "reaps a sure reward." 

In another type of Hebrew poetry, the two lines say the same thing or 
much the same thing, using different words. In this type, the parallel words 
help the reader understand the meaning of both phrases. Look again at 
9:lO. In this verse, "the fear of the Lord" is parallel to "knowledge of the 
Holy One." While these phrases are very close in meaning, each has a dif- 
ferent nuance that helps the reader understand the overall concept 
expressed by the verse. The same is true of the parallelism between "wis- 
dom" and "understanding" in this verse. 

Proverbs consists mostly of Law (telling us what we are to do) rather 
than Gospel (telling us what God has done for us). You will find as you 
study that the Law will point out areas in your life where you have sinned 
or are sinning. You will realize how far you are from living a truly wise life. 
But don't despair. God has had mercy on you a sinner. He sent His Son to 
live in your place the wise life that you could not live and to suffer the pun- 
ishment for your sins. In Jesus' name God offers you forgiveness for your 
sins. 

9. What does 1 John 1:9 say that we are to do when we have sinned? 
What will God then do? 



10. Proverbs not only accuses us of sin, it instructs us in how to change 
our sinful ways and live wisely. Read James 1:5; Hebrews 13:20-21; 
Philippians 4:13. Who gives wisdom and the power to live wisely? What 
are we to do if we lack wisdom? What does James promise us if we do so? 

Note: Since there are a few places in Proverbs where it is difficult to 
understand the Hebrew text or where varying translations are possible, be 
aware that this study is based on the New International Version of the 
Bible. If you are using the NIV, you might, as you read, want to look at 
alternate translations. 

The W o r d  for Us 
1. As noted in Proverbs 9:10, true wisdom and understanding are 

dependent on the fear of the Lord and knowledge of the Holy One. How 
can our fear of the Lord and our knowledge of Him be increased? 

2. Often we forget to pray for wisdom, wisdom in general and wisdom in 
particular situations. Discuss ways to remind yourself to pray for this 
important gift. 



After the next lesson, this study will take a topical approach to 
Proverbs, focusing on verses from throughout the book that touch on spe- 
cific issues. But to get an overarching understanding of the book and to 
enhance your study, you are encouraged to read ,several chapters of 
Proverbs a week. Since the book has 31 chapters, three chapters a week 
would space out the reading for the duration of the study. 

Closing 
Pray this prayer together: Almighty God, grant to  Your church Your 

Holy Spirit and the wisdom which comes down from heaven that 
Your Word may not be bound but have free course and be preached 
to the joy and edifying of Christ's holy people, that in steadfast 
faith we may serve You and in the confession of Your name may 
abide to  the end; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 



Lesson 2 

The C a l l  of Wisdom 

Theme Verses 
[Wisdom cries:] "Blessed is the man who listens to me, watching daily at 

my doors, waiting at my doorway. For whoever finds me finds life and 
receives favor from the LORD" (Proverbs 8:34-35). 

Goal 
We seek to understand the call of wisdom to all of us. We will also look 

at how the description of wisdom in this chapter is echoed in the New Tes- 
tament descriptions of Jesus. 

What's Going On Here? 
This lesson will focus on Proverbs 8 where wisdom is personified as a 

woman who stands in the streets and calls to all people to come and learn 
from her. We will look at the specifics of her call. 

Searching the Scriptures 
1. Read Proverbs 8:l-5. What point is being made by the picture of 

wisdom standing in the most frequently traveled places calling? To whom 
is her call directed? What does she offer? 



2. Read 8:6-9. There is a clear distinction between what wisdom has to 
say and what she detests. What characterizes wisdom's speech? What is 
anathema to her? Who understands that her words are right and faultless? 

3. Read 8:lO-11. If our choice is between wisdom and earthly wealth, 
what should we choose? Why? 

4. Read 8:12-21. What accompanies wisdom (8:12, 14, 20)? 

5. What will wisdom teach a wise person to hate (8:13)? 

6. What is wisdom's role in good government (8:15-16)? 



7. Will the person who seeks wisdom be disappointed (8:17)? Compare 
this to Jesus' words in Matthew 7:7. What does this tell us about God? 

8. What does wisdom bring with her (8:18)? 

The next section deals with wisdom's role in the creation of the world. 
Some scholars think that the speaker is not just wisdom personified (the 
abstract concept made personal as a poetic device), but that here God the 
Son Himself is speaking. 

Read 8:22-31. Look also at the NIV text notes on 8:22. The first part of 
the verse can be translated "The LORD possessed me at the beginning of His 
w o r k  or "The LORD brought me forth at the beginning of His work." In his 
commentary on Proverbs, Derek Kidner (who takes the position that wis- 
dom personified is speaking) says this: 

This word [the verb used in 8:22] expresses getting and possess- 
ing, in ways that vary with the context. . . . And wisdom for God? To say 
that at first He lacked it and had to create or learn it, is both alien to this 
passage and absurd. It comes forth from Him; the nearest metaphor is 
that of birth (cf. [w.] 24, 25). But possessed is perhaps . .. the most ser- 
viceable word for the translator here, leaving the succeeding verses to 
speak more explicitly (The P?aoverbs: An Inti-oduction and Commentary 
[Downers Grove, IL: Intervarsity Press, 19641, p. 80). 

Those who think that God the Son is speaking here see this as a refer- 
ence to the Son being "begotten of His Father before all worlds" as we con- 
fess in the Nicene Creed. We do not know exactly what that means. But we 
do know that it does not mean that God the Son was created, for He has 
always existed with the Father. 

9. From when was wisdom appointed (8:23)? 



10. Reread 8:24-31, noting the artistry with which the creation of the 
world is described. Where was wisdom at creation? What was wisdom's 
function (8:30)? (In the Old Testament, skill in making things was consid- 
ered an aspect of wisdom. In Exodus 31:3 Bezalel, the craftsman who 
built the tabernacle, is said to have been equipped by God with wisdom 
[NN-skill] , ability, and knowledge.) 

11. What filled wisdom with delight (8:30-31)? 

Kidner provides an eloquent interpretation of this section (the numbers 
in parentheses refer to verses of chapter 8; look them up in the Bible as 
you read the quote): 

First, wisdom is what Yahweh as Creator counted primary and 
indispensable. Second, wisdom is both older than the universe, and fun- 
damental to it. Not a speck of matter (26b), not a trace of order (29), came 
into existence but by wisdom. Third, wisdom is the spring of joy, for joy 
breaks out whenever (30b) and wherever (31) the Creator's wisdom is 
exercised. Joy of creating and joy of existence-the Maker's and the crea- 
ture's delight-both flow from the exercise of divine wisdom; that is, from 
God's perfect workmanship (me Proverbs: An Introduction and Com- 
mentary [Downers Grove, IL: Intervarsity Press, 19641, p. 78). 

Whether or not the preincarnate Son of God is actually speaking in 
these verses, they do point forward to Him. We hear echoes of this chapter 
in what the New Testament says about Jesus, the Christ, the eternal Son of 
God. 



12. Read John 1:l-3; 175; 1 Corinthians 1:24, 30; and Colossians 
2:2-3. What do these verses say about Jesus that echoes Proverbs 
8:22-31? 

13. Read Proverbs 8:32-35. What should those who would be blessed 
do? What specific blessings are mentioned? 

14. What do 8:36 and 1:20-33 say about the consequences of ignoring 
wisdom? 

15. What does 1:33 say about those who listen to wisdom (see also 
3:21-26)? Compare that to Psalm 118:6 and Romans 8:31-39. 

I 

As you have time, in class or at home, study these related passages: 
Proverbs 2:l-22; 4:l-9; 9:l-6. 



The Word for Us 
1. How is the full meaning of Proverbs 8:35-36 revealed in 1 John 

5:12? 

2. Is wisdom something one learns once and then doesn't have to worry 
about? Support your answer from Proverbs 8. 

3. Without gossiping, talk about examples from your own life or histori- 
cal or current events that support Proverbs' contention that those who 
spurn wisdom will be overtaken by disaster while those who listen to wis- 
dom will live in safety. 

Closing 
At this point, you are encouraged to take a few minutes to pray silently 

asking the Lord for forgiveness for sins of which this lesson from 
Proverbs has accused you and for His power to gain wisdom and live by 
it. 



Then sing or read together the following stanza of "Oh, Come, Oh, 
Come, Emmanuel": 

Oh, come, our Wisdom from on high, 
Who ordered all things mightily; 
To us the path of knowledge show, 
And teach us in her ways to go. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to you, 0 Israel! 



Lesson 3 

Wisdom Teaches: "Fear and 
Trust the Lord9' 

Theme Verse 
"The fear of the LORD is a fountain of life, turning a man from the snares 

of death" (Proverbs 14:27). 

Goal 
We seek to understand what Proverbs says about the Lord and our 

relationship with Him. 

What's Going On Here? 
We live in a confusing and dangerous world. The evil around us tries to 

lure us into following in its paths, but if we do, we will find only empty 
promises and ultimately death. But God seeks to give us wisdom, that we 
might follow Him and live eternally with Him. In this lesson we will look at 
what wisdom teaches about the Lord, our relationship with Him, and the 
consequences that will have for our lives. 

Searching the Scriptures 
1. One of the things Proverbs instructs us to do is to trust in the Lord. 

Read Proverbs 3:5-6. How deep is our tmst of the Lord to be? What are 
we not to do? What will the Lord do as we trust in Him and acknowledge 



Him in all our ways? ("To acknowledge" literally means "to know ir an inti- 
mate, personal way.") 

2. Read 29:25. Why is the fear of people contrasted with trust in the 
Lord? What are the consequences of each? 

3. Read 22:17-19. In order to get the most out of wisdom's teaching, 
how are we to approach learning it? What are we to do with it once we 
have learned it? What is the goal of wisdom's teaching? 

Proverbs also enjoins us to fear the Lord. As we noted in lesson 1, to 
fear the Lord means to regard Him with reverent awe, to trust in Him as 
the Lord of our life, and to serve Him in willing obedience. 

4. Read 14:26. What does the fear of the Lord provide to those who fear 
Him? How is this also true for their children? See also 18:lO; 30:5. 



5. Read 14:27. What awaits each person who walks on the path of life 
without the fear of the Lord? What does the fear of the Lord provide? 

Proverbs tells us a number of things about God whom we are to fear 
and trust. 

6. What do the following verses tell us about what God knows and does: 
15:ll;  20:27; 16:2; 16:4; 22:12; 29:26? 

7. What does 11:20 tell us about what the Lord detests and what He 
delights in? How is the converse of this stated in 14:2? 

8. Proverbs enlightens us about other things that the Lord detests and 
delights in. What are they according to these verses: 6:16-19; 15:s-9; 
15:26? 



9. Even though we know the things the Lord detests, sometimes we still 
do them. Likewise, we often fail to do that which pleases Him. What do 
these verses tell us about sin: 20:9; 28:13? 

10. Needless to say, the world is full of people who won't take responsi- 
bility for their sin. How does 19:3 characterize such people? 

11. According to these verses, what should characterize the lives of 
those who fear the Lord and seek to do what delights Him: 29:18; 3:3-4; 
21:3? 

12. Our relationship with the Lord and how it is lived out in our lives is 
no light matter. Proverbs has much to say about the life or death conse- 
quences involved. Read 11:19. What two groups of people are contrasted 
here? What contrast is made between them? 



Sometimes when Proverbs talks about life, the emphasis is on a harmo- 
nious, productive, prosperous life on earth. This is sometimes contrasted 
with the living death that the wicked live apart from God or with the early 
death they are likely to bring on themselves by their actions. But the eter- 
nal dimensions of life and death are also in view in Proverbs. 

13. Read 12:28 and 14:32. How do these verses show the eternal 
dimensions of life and death? 

As you have time, look at 24:14, 19-20, where the future hope referred 
to has an eternal dimension. 

14. Compare 13:14; 15:24; and 14:27 to 14:12. Where is the path of life 
to be found? What can we not trust to lead us to life? 

The W o r d  for Us 
1. How do 19:3 and 28:13 speak to the current phenomenon of people 

not taking responsibility for sinful behavior but instead excusing it by 
claiming to be victims? 



2. Evaluate your study of Scripture in the light of 22:17-21 and Derek 
Kidner's commentary on those verses (the numbers in parentheses are 
verse numbers; look them up in the Bible as you read the quote): 

The present call to attention is salutary not only in its immediate 
context but beyond it, to enable the disciple to review his response to all 
Scripture. Does he read with aIert concentration (17)? How much is 
retained and ready for passing on (18)? Does he receive it in the spirit in 
which it is given-to deepen his tmst (191, guide his decisions (20) and 
strengthen his grasp of truth (21)? Does he see himself as the virtual 
envoy (cJ send thee, 21) of those whose knowledge of the truth depends 
on him? (The Proverbs: An Introduction and Commentary [Downers 
Grove, IL: Intervarsity Press, 19641, p. 149) 

How might you more productively study Scripture? Who are those who 
depend on us for knowledge of the truth? 

3. The belief has become quite prevalent in our society that it doesn't 
really matter what one believes about God, that everyone is on the road to 
heaven although they are traveling on different paths. How does 14:12 
speak to that view? 

Closing 
At this point, you are encouraged to take a few minutes to pray silently 

asking the Lord for forgiveness for sins of which this lesson from 
Proverbs has accused you and for His power to gain wisdom and live by 
it. 



Then sing or read together the following stanza of "Who Trusts in God a 
Strong Abode": 

Who trusts in God a strong abode 
In heav'n and earth possesses; 
Who looks in love to Christ above, 
No fear that heart oppresses. 
In You alone, dear Lord, we own 
Sweet hope and consolation, 
Our shield from foes, our balm for woes, 
Our great and sure salvation. 



Lesson 4 

W i s d o m  Exalts 
Righteousness and W i s d o m  

Theme Verse 
"A fool finds pleasure in evil conduct, but a man of understanding 

delights in wisdom" (Proverbs 10:23). 

Goal 
We seek to understand the characteristics of the righteous and the 

wicked and of the wise and the foolish and the consequences of their 
lifestyles and behavior. 

What's Going On Here? 
In a world where evil often seems alluring, many wonder, "Why should I 

be righteous?" Others are victims of the wicked and wonder whether the 
wicked will pay for their evil. What distinguishes a wise person from a 
fool? How do you deal with a fool? We will look at how Proverbs speaks 
to these questions. 

As we have noted previously, one of the favorite teaching devices of 
Proverbs is the use of contrast. In this lesson we will look at two of the 
most prominent contrasts in Proverbs, between the righteous and the 
wicked and between the wise and the foolish. In making these contrasts, 
Proverbs seeks to teach us the value of being wise and righteous. 



Searching the Scriptures 
Righteousness versus Wickedness 

1. Read Proverbs 15:3, 9; 21:12; 3:33. What do these verses tell us 
about the Lord and how He deals with the righteous and the wicked? 

2. The Lord has structured life to work in such a way that there are nat- 
ural consequences for wicked behavior as well as for righteous. Read 
4:14-19; 10:24; 28:l; 29:6. What disturbs the sleep and the tranquility of 
the wicked? In contrast what is the life of the righteous like? 

3. Compare 18:3 with 21:21. What is in store for the wicked? for those 
who pursue righteousness and love? 

4. Read 25:26. What happens when the righteous cave in to the wicked? 



5. Read 28:12, 28; 29:2. What happens when the wicked rule? When 
can the righteous thrive? 

6. Although the wicked might flourish for awhile, or even a lifetime, they 
won't get away with evil forever. What contrast is made in 11:21? 

7. While this accounting might be completely delayed until Judgment 
Day, often it is played out in part in this life. Read 12:21 and 24:5-6. In 
general, what is the life of the righteous likely to be like? How is that con- 
trasted with the life of the wicked? 

As you read passages like the ones in the previous question, remember 
what was discussed in lesson 1. Proverbs oftentimes paints with a broad 
brush, dealing in generalities. Proverbs states how life should and many 
times does work, but there are exceptions. Thus such verses should not be 
seen as hard and fast promises, at least not for this life. But some of them 
can be considered promises in an eschatological sense, that is, in the sense 
that they will be fulfilled in the next life. 

Notice also that the first verse listed in number 7 (12:21) is more ideal- 
istic than the second passage. It has been pointed out that the first part of 
Proverbs contains clear-cut statements, while the second part recognizes 
more gray areas. It has also been suggested that this serves a teaching 
function. It can be compared to how one teaches children. When they are 
young, one teaches them generalities. When they are older and understand 
the generalities, then one teaches them exceptions. 



8. It is easy for the righteous to be discouraged, even depressed, by evil, 
especially when they are its victims. But when the downfall of the wicked 
does come, be it in this life or on Judgment Day, what will be the vantage 
point of the righteous according to 14:19 and 29:16? 

9. What is the final end for the righteous and the wicked? See 10:25 and 
11:7. 

Wisdom versus Folly 
1. Recall how in Proverbs 8 wisdom is personified as a woman who 

goes out into the well-traveled places calling for people to come and learn 
from her. Well, wisdom has a rival. Read 9:13-18. Who is this rival? What 
is her enticement? What is the reality that underlies her invitation? 

2. Needless to say, folly has many pupils. Look up each of the following 
verses and note how it characterizes the students of folly and those of wis- 
dom: 10:23; 22:3; 26:ll; 26:12; 28:26; 29:ll. 



3. An important component in wisdom's teaching is noted in these vers- 
es: 10:14; 14:6-7, 18; 18:15. What is it? What should accompany it 
(18:2)? 

4. Not only are fools a danger to themselves, but they can also bring 
trouble on others (see 17:12). So, wisdom teaches how to deal with them. 
What instruction is given in these verses: 13:20; 23:9; 26:4-6, 8, lo? 

This lesson has touched on just some of the contrasts that Proverbs 
makes between the righteous and the wicked, the wise and the foolish. 
Further contrasts will be studied in coming lessons. 

The W o r d  for U s  
1. Proverbs talks a lot about how the righteous act but not about how 

one becomes righteous. According to Romans 3:20-24, how do people 
become righteous in God's eyes? What does that mean for how they then 
live their lives (see Romans 6:ll-14)? How can Proverbs help them do 
that? 



2. Proverbs talks quite optimistically about the punishment that will 
overtake the wicked. Sometimes when we look around us, it seems that 
Proverbs is far too optimistic. It appears at times that wickedness flour- 
ishes without restraint. How can these passages help us keep our perspec- 
tive: 2 Peter 3:3-15; Revelation 20:lO-21:4? 

Closing 
At this point, you are encouraged to take a few minutes to pray silently 

asking the Lord for forgiveness for sins of which this lesson from 
Proverbs has accused you and for His power to gain wisdom and live by 
it. 

Then sing or read together "The Man Is Ever Blessed," which is a para- 
phrase of Psalm 1: 

The man is ever blessed 
Who shuns the sinners' ways, 
Among their counsels never stands, 
Nor takes the scorners' place, 

But makes the Law of God 
His study and delight 
Amid the labors of the day 
And watches of the night. 

He like a tree shall thrive, 
With waters near the root; 
Fresh as the leaf his name shall live, 
His works are heav'nly fruit. 



Not so the wicked race, 
They no such blessings find; 
Their hopes shall flee like empty chaff 
Before the driving wind. 

How will they bear to stand 
Before the judgment seat 
Where all the saints at Christ's right hand 
In full assembly meet? 

He knows and He approves 
The way the righteous go; 
But sinners and their works shall meet 
A dreadful overthrow. 



Lesson 5 

Wisdom Exalts Justice 

Theme Verse 
"When justice is done, it brings joy to the righteous but terror to evildo- 

ers" (Proverbs 21:15). 

Goal 
We seek to understand what God reveals to us about justice in 

Proverbs. 

What's Going On Here? 
Life in this evil, sinful world is just not fair. Most people know that and 

in many circumstances have come to accept it. But people long to be treat- 
ed fairly, to be given the opportunity to better their lives, to see criminal 
behavior prevented and punished. And there are times when the injustices 
are so severe and the cruelty so immense and the hurt so deep that people 
cry out for relief. In many cases what has been done cannot be undone, but 
it helps ease the pain and give hope that things will be better in the future 
when those who perpetrate evil are brought to justice and when those who 
have been blessed with more resources share with those in need. 

Proverbs has something to say to us about justice-about how God 
views it, about how it should be carried out in society, about how it should 
be lived in our individual lives. In this lesson we will look at what 
Proverbs has to teach us in these areas. 

Searching the Scriptures 
Proverbs recognizes that there are gross inequities in this world and 

always will be. One of the main things Proverbs concerns itself with is the 



plight of the poor. Lest anyone think that it is no big deal to be poor, 
Proverbs realistically describes what the poor face. 

1. Read the following verses and describe how Proverbs pictures the 
poor and the oppressed: 10:15-16; 11:4; 13:23; 14:20; 19:7; 15:15; 
18:23; 22:7. 

2. Read 15:25; 22:22-23; and 23:lO-11. Who is the ultimate defender 
of the poor and disadvantaged? What should that mean for how we treat 
them? Why? Can you think of answers to the last two questions that go 
beyond what these passages say? 

3. The Lord is not only concerned about justice for the poor but about 
justice for all people. About what areas of societal life is He concerned 
according to these verses: 11:l; 17:15? How does the Lord feel about 
injustices done in these areas? 

4. The Lord has set up governments to administer justice, but because 
of evil, they are not totally reliable. Who ultimately is the source of justice 
(29:26)? 



5. As one would expect, those who are interested in doing evil care 
nothing for justice. According to these verses, what relationship does seek- 
ing the Lord and being righteous have with justice: 28:5; 29:7? 

6. One of the main functions of government is the administration of jus- 
tice. Proverbs 31:l-9 contains instructions given to King Lemuel by his 
mother. What did she have to say about justice? Why do you think she was 
so concerned about the people she mentioned? 

7. Whether or not we and those with whom we live receive justice in this 
life depends partly on the quality of the society in which we live. What con- 
tributes to the stability and survival of a society according to 11:ll and 
14:34? according to 24:23-25 and 29:4? 

8. The survival of a society is also dependent on the decisions of its lead- 
ers. What assists leaders in making wise decisions (11:14)? 

9. Who is the ultimate source of a society's security and survival 
(21:31)? 



10. In addition to discussing justice on a societal level, Proverbs also 
speaks to how individuals should deal justly with others. Some of that 
instruction is in the form of things not to do. What things are warned 
against in these passages and why: 1:10-19; 3:27-32? 

11. Proverbs also instructs us in what we should do to act justly. Read 
24:lO-12. What action is promoted here? Why will it do no good to plead 
ignorance of the situation after the fact? 

12. What do these verses call on us to do and not do and why:14:21,31; 
17:5; 19:17; 21:13; 28:27? 

The Word for Us 
1. As we have seen, the poor and needy are to be the special concern of 

governments and individuals. But as the results of Communism in Russia 
and Eastern Europe and the results of the welfare system in the United 
States have shown, long-term handouts rarely promote responsible, hard- 



working behavior. And as we will see in a later lesson, wisdom abhors lazi- 
ness. How can compassion for the poor be enacted in a way that encour- 
ages people to be responsible and productive? 

2. As we have seen, Proverbs makes a connection between the moral 
behavior of a people and the stability and survival of their society. In the 
light of that connection, how stable is our society? What can we do to pro- 
mote its stability and survival? 

3. Proverbs warns us against joining in with those who would waylay 
people and rob them. Few respectable people nowadays, even if they are 
foolish, stoop to robbery by force. What more subtle, sophisticated forms 
of robbery should we be alert not to take part in? 

4. Discuss ways you have found to be kind to the needy. 

Closing 
At this point, you are encouraged to take a few minutes to pray silently 

asking the Lord for forgiveness for sins of which this lesson from 
Proverbs has accused you and for His power to gain wisdom and live by 
it. 



Then sing or read together the following stanzas of "0 God of Mercy, 
God of Light": 

0 God of mercy, God of light, 
In love and mercy infinite, 
Teach us, as ever in Your sight, 

To live our lives in You. 

In sickness, sorrow, want, or care, 
Each other's burdens help us share; 
May we, where help is needed, there 

Give help as though to You. 

And may Your Holy Spirit move 
All those who live to live in love 
Till You receive in heav'n above 

Those who have lived to You. 



Lesson 6 

Wisdom's  Teaching M e t h o d s  

Theme Verses 
"He who listens to a life-giving rebuke will be at home among the wise. 

He who ignores discipline despises himself, but whoever heeds correction 
gains understanding" (Proverbs 15:31-32). 

Goal 
We seek to understand the importance of discipline, instruction, advice, 

rebuke, and humility to wise living. 

What's Going On Here? 
Because of sin, wisdom is not something that comes easily or naturally 

to us. We gain wisdom only through life-long and sometimes arduous 
learning. This lesson will look at some of the forms through which that 
learning comes to us, their importance, and what our response to them 
should be. 

Searching the Scriptures 
1. Several of the ways we learn wisdom are noted in 9:7-9. What are 

they and how are reactions to them contrasted? 



2. As was noted in the previous passage, one of the ways wisdom is con- 
veyed is through instruction. According to these passages, how are we to 
respond to instruction and why: 13:13; 19:16, 27; 23:12? 

3. Of all of wisdom's teaching methods, instruction is one of the easiest 
for us to accept. But more difficult to swallow is rebuke. What do 15:31 
and 25:12 say should be our response to rebuke? Of what value is it? What 
does 25:12 say about the source of valuable rebuke? 

4. According to 17:lO who benefits from rebuke? What is the end of 
those who repeatedly resist rebuke (29:1)? 

5. Other sometimes difficult methods of instruction employed by wis- 
dom are discipline and correction. What comparison is made in 12:1? 
What consequences are in store for those who heed discipline and correc- 
tion and for those who do not (13:lS; 15:32)? 



6. Not only does one's response to discipline affect oneself, it also 
affects others. What is that effect according to 10:17? 

7. Above all, what discipline are we to welcome (3:11-12)? Why? 

8. Not only do those who would be wise benefit from the correction and 
rebuke of others, but also from their advice. What do these verses say 
about the relationship between advice and wisdom: 12:15; 19:20? 

9. It is only the humble who are willing to submit to wisdom's methods 
of instruction. And humility is a virtue that Proverbs exalts. What do 
16:18; 18:12; and 29:23 say about humility and pride? Why do you think 
that is true? 

10. Recalling what Proverbs says about the oppressed (15:15), read 
16:19. How highly should we value humility? 



The W o r d  for Us 
1. Talk about how you react to instruction, rebuke, discipline, and 

advice. Give examples of times when heeding them has been beneficial 
and of times when ignoring them has led to negative results. How can we 
learn to be more open to wisdom's teaching methods? 

2. Given what Proverbs has taught us about the righteous and the 
wicked and the wise and the foolish, what responsibility do we have for 
evaluating the source of instruction, rebuke, discipline, and advice? 

3. When we are young, discipline is often administered by those in 
authority over us. While that is true to some extent throughout our lives, 
part of becoming a healthy adult includes imposing discipline upon our- 
selves. Talk about the value of self-discipline and why it is necessary for a 
productive life. 

I 



Closing 
At this point, you are encouraged to take a few minutes to pray silently 

asking the Lord for forgiveness for sins of which this lesson from 
Proverbs has accused you and for His power to gain wisdom and live by 
it. 

Then pray this prayer together: 0 Lord, grant us true humility that 
being mindful of our need we might heed wise instruction, gladly 
accept needed rebukes, welcome discipline, and follow godly advice 
that walking in the way of wisdom we may come a t  Iast to our eter- 
nal home, through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 



Lesson 7 

Wisdom Teaches 
about Family Life  

Theme Verse 
"A man who loves wisdom brings joy to his father, but a companion of 

prostitutes squanders his wealth (Proverbs 29:3). 

Goal 
We aim to understand what Proverbs has to teach us about family life. 

What's Going On Here? 
Families are among God's most precious gifts to us. But as with all 

things in this world, sin can mar and destroy God's good gift. Wisdom 
seeks to instruct us about dangers to healthy families, about the responsi- 
bilities of both parents and children, and the blessings that can result from 
God-pleasing family life. 

Searching the Scriptures 
1. The basic building block of families is marriage, and probably the 

greatest threat to a healthy marriage is adultery. But adultery also has 
grave consequences for the individuals involved. Proverbs has much to 
say about that. (These passages are addressed to males but apply to 
females as well.) Read 2:16-19; 5:l-14, 20-23; 6:20-29; 7:l-27. Why 



does wisdom warn so urgently against adultery? 

2. In contrast how is marital love and faithfulness pictured (5:15-23)? 
(Note the context of these verses; the surrounding verses were read in the 
previous question.) 

3. Proverbs recognizes that the quality of one's spouse and thus one's 
marriage has a great influence on one's whole life. What does Proverbs 
have to say about a quarrelsome wife: 21:9, 19; 27: 15-16? 

4. What contrast is made in 12:4? What else does Proverbs say about a 
good wife (19:14)? 

5. The classic picture of a noble wife is found in 31:lO-31. As you read 
the passage, note that this Old Testament portrayal pictures the noble wife 
as involved in business as well as domestic activities. What characterizes 
this woman (note especially the characteristics listed in 3126, 30)? 



6. The quality of the parents' lives has an enormous effect on their chil- 
dren. According to 20:7, what is a blessing to children? 

7. How parents raise their children also has enormous consequences for 
the kind of people the children will be and the kind of lives they will live. 
What does 22:6 instruct parents to do? Why? (Remember that verses like 
this are general rules not hard and fast promises. There are times when 
children go astray due to no fault of their parents or their upbringing. See 
13:l; 17:21; 29:3.) 

8. A theme that occurs numerous times in Proverbs is the absolute 
necessity of discipline for the upbringing of righteous children. What do 
these verses have to say about disciplining or not disciplining children: 
13:24; 19:18; 22:15; 23:13-14; 29:15, 17? 

9. Proverbs also contains instructions for children. What instruction is 
' found in these verses: 6:20-24; 23:22-25? 



10. Grave consequences are in store for those who despise their par- 
ents. What consequences are listed in 20:20 and 30:17? 

11. How parents bring up their children and how children respond to 
that upbringing are both components in whether or not the children 
become wise or foolish. What effect does how a child turns out have on his 
or her parents (10:1)? 

The W o r d  for U s  
1. Recall what Proverbs says about the effect on one's spouse if one is 

quarrelsome and ill-tempered (question 3 in the previous section). What 
tempts us to be quarrelsome and ill-tempered? How can we overcome that 
temptation? 

2. What tempts us not to discipline our children? How can we discipline 
them and yet respect and encourage their individuality? 



3. Talk about examples of how children's lives are blessed by the righ- 
teousness of their parents and how wise children bring delight to their par- 
ents. 

4. Talk about how adultery erodes the trust and love essential to a good 
marriage. Can marriages recover from adultery? How? 

Closing 
At this point, you are encouraged to take a few minutes to pray silently 

asking the Lord for forgiveness for sins of which this lesson from 
Proverbs has accused you and for His power to gain wisdom and live by 
it. 

Then sing or read together "Oh, Blest the House": 

Oh, blest the house, whate'er befall, 
Where Jesus Christ is all in all! 
For if He were not dwelling there, 
How dark and poor and void it were! 

Oh, blest that house where faith is found 
And all in charity abound 
To trust their God and serve Him still 
And do in all His holy will! 



Oh, blest that house; it prospers well! 
In peace and joy the parents dwell, 
And in their children's lives is shown 
How richly God can bless His own. 

Then here will I and mine today 
A solemn cov'nant make and say: 
Though all the world forsake His Word, 
My house and I will serve the Lord. 



Lesson 8 

Wisdom Teaches How 
to Relate to Others 

Theme Verse 
"Hatred stirs up dissension, but love covers over all wrongs" (Proverbs 

10:12). 

Goal 
We seek to learn what Proverbs has to teach us about dealing with 

other people. 

What's Going On Here? 
The Hebrew word shalom is often translated peace, but the peace it 

refers to is broad, encompassing well-being, wholeness, and harmony. 
How pleasant it is when our lives are characterized by shalom. But that is 
dependent to a large extent on the quality of our relationships with others, 
be they family, friends, colleagues, or enemies. While not easy, maintaining 
peaceful relationships offers great rewards. Proverbs has something to 
teach us about how to do that. 

Searching the Scriptures 
1. The biggest problem with maintaining peaceful relationships is that 

people sin and do things that hurt others. How does wisdom instruct us to 



react and not react when a wrong is done to us or to someone else (10:12; 
17:9)? 

2. Read 12:16 and 19:ll. What kind of person is it who can overlook an 
insult or offense? Of what benefit is that? 

3. Proverbs has several things to say about quarreling. What are they 
according to 17:14; 20:3; 26:17; 26:20? 

4. According to 15:18 and 29:22, what type of person is prone to cause 
dissension? what type calms a quarrel? 

5. What virtue does a patient person have according to 14:29? Why do 
you think that is true? 



6. What are we instructed not to do in 25:7c-10 and why? 

7. For many of us turning our back on a small insult may not be difficult, 
but it's another matter when we have been wronged in a major way. What 
temptation are we to resist when that happens (20:22; 24:29)? What are 
we to do instead? 

8. What else are we instructed not to do about evil people in 24:19-20? 
Why? 

9. But what are we to do about those who do evil to us (Proverbs 
25:21-22; Romans 12:20-21)? Why? 

10. What debilitating temptation are we urged to resist in Proverbs 
14:30? What should we seek to have instead? Why? 



11. According to these verses, what should characterize our dealings 
with others: 24:28; 26:28? Why? 

12. According to 27:5-6, what characterizes a true friendship? 

13. What instruction about relating to others is given in 25:20? 

14. What do these verses say about the consequences of the company 
we keep: 13:20; 22:24-25? 

The W o r d  for Us 
1. Do you have any enemies? If you feel comfortable doing so and if you 

can do so without gossiping, discuss your relationship with those whom 
you consider your enemies. What ways can you think of to be kind to 
them? 



2. Think about those with whom you spend a lot of time, including those 
you see on TV and listen to on the radio or on tape. Are they wise, godly 
people who influence you to wisdom? What about the companions of your 
children? Of course we can't totally isolate ourselves from foolish, wicked 
people. And it is unlikely that unbelievers will become believers unless 
believers spend some time with them. Is there a balance between being a 
good influence on people who can benefit from your wisdom and being 
influenced negatively by them? Where should you draw the line about 
spending time with such people? 

3. Talk about how trust in God promotes peace of heart and drives out 
envy. 

4. In a previous lesson, we talked about the necessity of humility to 
being wise. Talk about how pride hinders us from the wise living discussed 
in this lesson. 



Closing 
At this point, you are encouraged to take a few minutes to pray silently 

asking the Lord for forgiveness for sins of which this lesson from 
Proverbs has accused you and for His power to gain wisdom and live by 
it. 

Then sing or read together "God of Grace and God of Glory": 

God of grace and God of glory, 
On Your people pour Your pow'r; 
Crown Your ancient church's story; 
Bring its bud to glorious flow'r. 
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage 
For the facing of this hour, 
For the facing of this hour. 

Lo, the hosts of evil round us 
Scorn the Christ, assail His ways! 
From the fears that long have bound us 
Free our hearts to faith and praise. 
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage 
For the living of these days, 
For the living of these days. 

Cure Your children's warring madness; 
Bend our pride to Your control; 
Shame our wanton, selfish gladness, 
Rich in things and poor in soul. 
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage 
Lest we miss Your kingdom's goal, 
Lest we miss Your kingdom's goal. 

Save us from weak resignation 
To the evils we deplore; 
Let the gift of Your salvation 
Be our glory evermore. 
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 
Serving You whom we adore, 
Serving You whom we adore. 



Lesson 9 

Wisdom Teaches 
about Smeech 

Theme Verse 
"The tongue has the power of life and death, and those who love it will 

eat its fruit" (Proverbs 18:21). 

Goal 
We seek to learn what Proverbs has to teach us about the power of 

words and how to use them wisely. 

What's Going On Here? 
"The tongue is a small part of the body, but it makes great boasts" 

(James 3:5). 
How small is the tongue, yet with it people can do such evil or such 

good. The words spoken by the tongue can have great power and carry 
enormous consequences. Thus wisdom seeks to teach us to recognize 
that power and to manage our tongues that we may speak good and not 
evil. 

Searching the Scriptures 
1. What does 18:21 say about the power of words and their conse- 

quences? According to these verses, what does that mean: 12:13-14; 13:3; 



2. Our words have consequences not only for us but for others. What 
contrasts are made in these verses: 11:9; 12:6? 

3. What power for good or evil do words have according to these verses: 
12:18; 15:4? 

4. According to 16:28, what effect can the words of a perverse person 
and a gossip have? 

5. What contrast is made in 15:1? 



6. What powerful effects of words are noted in these passages: 12:25; 
16:24? 

7. What characteristic of a wise person is listed in these verses: 10:19; 
11:12; 12:23? With what is this contrasted? How can it benefit even a fool 
(17:28)? 

8. What characteristics are given in these verses: 10:32; 15:23? 

9. What do these verses say about the source of fitting and timely 
speech: 15:28; 16:23? 

10. What contrast is made in 11:13? What then does it urge us to do 1 (20:19)? 



11. What should we avoid doing, lest we be foolish (18:13; 29:20)? 
Why do you think this is true? 

12. What characteristics of fools are given in 10:18? 

13. In addition to speaking slander what do those who are wicked do 
according to 17:4? 

14. Read 20:15. As we go through life, how often should we expect to 
run into those who are truly wise? How should we value them when we 
do? If we want to spend time with those who are wise (recall 13:20), what 
does 20:15 mean for how we decide with whom to spend our time? 

The W o r d  for Us 
1. Give examples of times when you should have held your tongue and 

did not or when you did and were glad. 



2. Talk about the difference between gossip and the legitimate relaying 
of information. How can you avoid listening to and speaking gossip? 

3. Discuss ways to promote in your own life listening, gentle answers, 
and well-considered responses and ways to avoid hasty, reckless, and 
harsh words. 

4. Think about whose anxious heart could benefit from your words of 
cheer and how you could speak them. 

Closing 
At this point, you are encouraged to take a few minutes to pray silently 

asking the Lord for forgiveness for sins of which this lesson from 
Proverbs has accused you and for His power to gain wisdom and live by 
it. 

Then sing or read together the following stanzas of "0 God, My Faithful 
God:  



0 God, my faithful God, 
True fountain ever flowing, 
Without whom nothing is, 
All perfect gifts bestowing: 
Give me a healthy frame, 
And may I have within 
A conscience free from blame, 
A soul unstained by sin. 

Keep me from saying words 
That later need recalling; 
Guard me lest idle speech 
May from my lips be falling; 
But when within my place 
I must and ought to speak, 
Then to my words give grace 
Lest I offend the weak. 



Lesson 10 

Wisdom Exalts Generosity 
and Diligent W o r k  

Theme Verses 
"The sluggard's craving will be the death of him, because his hands 

refuse to work. All day long he craves for more, but the righteous give 
without sparing" (Proverbs 21:25-26). 

Goal 
We seek to learn what Proverbs has to teach us about work, money, 

and making plans. 

What's Going On Here? 
There are not many of us who would refuse to have more money. But do 

we recognize the things in life that are more valuable than money? Are we 
willing to work diligently for what we have? And when we have money, do 
we know how to use it in a God-pleasing way? Do we willingly commit our 
future plans to the Lord? Wisdom has something to teach us in all of these 
areas. 

Searching the Scriptures 
1. Read 3:9-10. What are we instructed to do with our wealth? What 



does that mean? As a general rule, what will then result? 

2. Being selfish creatures we often want to hoard what we have, but 
what do 11:24-25 and 22:9 say? 

3. What do these verses say about how wealth is gained: 22:16; 28:8, 
22? 

4. What instruction for being wise is given in 23:4-5? 

5. What contrast is made in 28:20? 

6. What principle for wise financial management is given in 13:11? Why 
do you think this is generally true? 



7. But there are some things far more valuable than money and things 
money can buy. What are some of them according to these verses: 
15:16-17; 16:s; 17:l; 22:l; 28:6? 

8. What important truths about wealth and righteousness are found in 
these verses: 11:4,28? 

9. What does the wise prayer found in 30:7-9 ask for in connection with 
money? What is the rationale behind the request? Consider making this 
prayer your own on a regular basis. 

10. Proverbs has much to say about the value of work. Read the follow- 
ing passages: 6:6-11; 10:4-5; 12:ll; 13:4; 14:23; 20:4; 28:19. What com- 
mon theme is found in these verses? 



11. What are we warned against in 23:19-21; 20:13; 21:17, lest we 
come to poverty? 

12. Read the humorous descriptions of the lazy person found in these 
passages: 19:24; 22:13; 26:13-16. What points are being made? 

13. According to 27:23-27, what is required on our part if what we have 
is to continue to provide for us? 

14. What is exalted in 21:5? Why? 

15. What are we to do as we make plans and cany them out (16:3)? 
Why? See also 21:30. 

16. How does 19:21 balance what was stated in 16:3 (that our plans will 
succeed if we commit them to the Lord)? 



The W o r d  for U s  
1. Why is it sometimes hard to give back to the Lord the first portion of 

what He has given us? What does giving the Lord the first portion show? 
(Recall Jesus' commendation of the woman who gave to the Lord two 
small coins, all that she had [Luke 21:l-41). 

2. Why can we be thankful no matter what our economic situation? See 
Romans 8:31-39. 

3. Discuss ways of being more generous with what the Lord has given 
you. What can motivate us to be generous, even to the point of self-sacri- 
fice? 

4. Most of us no longer make our living in agriculture. How then does 
Proverbs 27:23-27 apply to us? 



Closing 
At this point, you are encouraged to take a few minutes to pray silently 

asking the Lord for forgiveness for sins of which this lesson from 
Proverbs has accused you and for His power to gain wisdom and live by 
it. 

Then sing or read together the following stanzas of "We Give You But 
Your Own": 

We give You but Your own 
In my gifts we bring; 

All that we have is Yours alone, 
A trust from You, our King. 

May we Your bounties thus 
As stewards true receive 

And gladly, Lord, as You bless us, 
To You our firstfruits give. 

To comfort and to bless, 
To find a balm for woe, 

To tend those lost in loneliness 
Is angels' work below. 

And we believe Your word, 
Though dim our faith, it's true: 

What we do for Your people, Lord, 
We do it all for You. 


