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Submission to Authorities
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I.

II.

Introduction

Believers submit to human authorities for God's glory and our
good.
A. God's view of human authorities

Romans 13:1-2 Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority
except from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God. Therefore whoever resists the
authorities resists what God has appointed, and those who resist will incur judgment.

John 19:10-11 So Pilate said to him, “You will not speak to me? Do you not know that I have
authority to release you and authority to crucify you?” Jesus answered him, “You would have no
authority over me at all unless it had been given you from above.

Psalm 75:6,7 For not from the east or from the west and not from the wilderness comes lifting up,
but it is God who executes judgment, putting down one and lifting up another.

B.

God's purpose for human authorities

Romans 9:17 For the Scripture says to Pharaoh, “For this very purpose I have raised you up, that I
might show my power in you, and that my name might be proclaimed in all the earth.”
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Romans 13:3-5 For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad. Would you have no fear of
the one who is in authority? Then do what is good, and you will receive his approval, 4 for he is
God's servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword in vain.
For he is the servant of God, an avenger who carries out God's wrath on the wrongdoer. 5 Therefore
one must be in subjection, not only to avoid God's wrath but also for the sake of conscience.

C. God's command regarding human authorities

Titus 3:1-3 Remind them to be submissive to rulers and authorities, to be obedient, to be ready for
every good work, to speak evil of no one, to avoid quarreling, to be gentle, and to show perfect
courtesy toward all people. For we ourselves were once foolish, disobedient, led astray, slaves to
various passions and pleasures, passing our days in malice and envy, hated by others and hating
one another.

Acts 23:1-5 And looking intently at the council, Paul said, “Brothers, I have lived my life before God
in all good conscience up to this day.” And the high priest Ananias commanded those who stood by
him to strike him on the mouth. Then Paul said to him, “God is going to strike you, you whitewashed
wall! Are you sitting to judge me according to the law, and yet contrary to the law you order me to be
struck?” Those who stood by said, “Would you revile God's high priest?” And Paul said, “I did not
know, brothers, that he was the high priest, for it is written, ‘You shall not speak evil of a ruler of your
people."

1 Timothy 2:1-4 First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings
be made for all people, for kings and all who are in high positions, that we may lead a peaceful and
quiet life, godly and dignified in every way. This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God our
Savior, who desires all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.

Romans 13:6,7 For because of this you also pay taxes, for the authorities are ministers of God,
attending to this very thing. Pay to all what is owed to them: taxes to whom taxes are owed, revenue
to whom revenue is owed, respect to whom respect is owed, honor to whom honor is owed.

III.

Conclusion
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