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Critical Judgments
Romans 14:3 – 4

I.

Introduction

II.

Sinful Judging Damages Our Love and Unity as Believers
A.

Clarifying sinful judging
John 7:24 “Do not judge by appearances, but judge with right judgment."
1 Samuel 1:12 – 16 As she continued praying before the Lord, Eli observed her
mouth. Hannah was speaking in her heart; only her lips moved, and her voice was not
heard. Therefore Eli took her to be a drunken woman. And Eli said to her, "How long will
you go on being drunk? Put your wine away from you." But Hannah answered, "No, my
lord, I am a woman troubled in spirit. I have drunk neither wine nor strong drink, but I
have been pouring out my soul before the Lord. Do not regard your servant as a
worthless woman, for all along I have been speaking out of my great anxiety and
vexation."
Matt 12:22 – 24 Then a demon-oppressed man who was blind and mute was brought
to him, and he healed him, so that the man spoke and saw. And all the people were
amazed, and said, "Can this be the Son of David?" But when the Pharisees heard it,
they said, "It is only by Beelzebul, the prince of demons, that this man casts out
demons."
1 Corinthians 13:4 – 7 Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not
arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does
not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth. Love bears all things, believes all
things, hopes all things, endures all things.

B.

The roots of sinful judging
Matthew 7:1 – 5 "Judge not, that you be not judged. For with the judgment you
pronounce you will be judged, and with the measure you use it will be measured to
you. Why do you see the speck that is in your brother's eye, but do not notice the log
that is in your own eye? Or how can you say to your brother, 'Let me take the speck out
of your eye,' when there is the log in your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the log out
of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the speck out of your brother's
eye.”
Romans 2:1 Therefore you have no excuse, O man, every one of you who judges. For
in passing judgment on another you condemn yourself, because you, the judge, practice
the very same things.
James 4:11 – 12 Do not speak evil against one another, brothers. The one who speaks
against a brother or judges his brother, speaks evil against the law and judges the law.
But if you judge the law, you are not a doer of the law but a judge. There is only one
lawgiver and judge, he who is able to save and to destroy. But who are you to judge
your neighbor?

C.

The remedy for sinful judging
Colossians 3:12 – 13 Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved,
compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, bearing with one
another and, if one has a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord
has forgiven you, so you also must forgive.
Luke 6:36 – 38 “Be merciful, even as your Father is merciful. Judge not, and you will
not be judged; condemn not, and you will not be condemned; forgive, and you will be
forgiven; give, and it will be given to you. Good measure, pressed down, shaken
together, running over, will be put into your lap. For with the measure you use it will be
measured back to you."

III.

Conclusion

