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One Motivation

Speaker

Greg Dutcher

Primary Scripture

Revelation 1:9–18

" Key Quotes
“It is obvious that the one motivation would be living for Christ, living for His honor, living for His glory, living for His purposes.”
“When you’re awestruck, you’re motivated.”
“Fear not. This is who Jesus Christ is. He is the awesome, majestic God who could destroy the entire universe with one word, but
instead He lays down His life to save lost rebels like us by giving His life as a sacrifice.”
“All I can say to you is I can’t tell you how to be motivated. What I can do and what your pastors can do, your friends can do, and you
can do for each other is point others continually to Jesus Christ lest we grow cold, lest we grow familiar. “
“If you are a speaker, if you’re a server, it is all for Him.”
“How can this life that I’m living just be for You (God)?......Be who you are--for Him.”

Key Illustrations
Jonathan Ogden – 6’9” giant of a man, Ravens Football player who I had the pleasure of once meeting. He was so large and physically
intimidating that I was in awe of him. We are in awe of things that are more powerful than us.
Niagara Falls – The roar of the falls is so incredibly loud it is almost deafening. Jesus voice in the Bible is described as being like a
trumpet or like the roar of rushing waters.
Recently discovered creatures – The Yeti crab, an unusual looking crab which has what looks like fur all over its legs, and the Smooch
fish, which looks like a pair of lips, have been recently discovered in the oceans. No human had ever seen them until recently. God
says He made them, and He likes them, and He delights in them.

Supporting Verses
John 13:23-25

Psalm 84:2

Hosea 6:5

1 Thessalonians 1:9

Job 37:4

John 10:17-1

Isaiah 41:4

Psalm 73:25

Isaiah 44:6

1 Peter 4:10-11

Isaiah 48:12

Genesis 1

Psalm 42:2

Job 38:16

Supporting Quotes
“How did we end up so comfortable with God? How did our awe of God get reduced to a lukewarm appreciation of God? How did God
become a pal instead of a heart stopping presence? How can we think of Jesus without remembering His ground shaking, thunder
crashing, stormy exit on the cross? Why aren’t we continually catching our breath and saying this is no ordinary God?”
~Michael Yaconelli (former president of Youth Specialties)
“Perhaps God could have done it another way. He might have made an immaterial world populated by purely spiritual beings. Infinite
wisdom preferred stomachs and tongues and every combination of sour, sweet, bitter, salty, savory that the chefs on the Food Network
can discover. Because that is what they are doing: discovering all the ways that God chose to communicate His goodness, His sweetness, even His bitterness to human palates. I guess that it will take a while.”
~Joe Rigney (author)

? Questions
1. Have you ever been awestruck by anything? (You don’t have to give a “spiritual” answer to this one)
2. Why do you think it is a common experience for Christians NOT to be awestruck by Jesus?
3. Was there anything in the awesome description of Jesus in Revelation chapter 1 that really stood out to you? How do you think the
apostle John would have been affected by this vision for the rest of his life?
4. Sure – it is probably unlikely that we will have the exact experience that John had, but how could we go deeper in our experience of
Jesus in a way that we continue to be awestruck? (A lot of Christians struggle with this so here is a great opportunity to share an
experience that has helped you – trust me- it could really help somebody else!)
5. Psalm 73:25 says, “whom have I in heaven but you?” How should this verse impact our daily motivation for living? Remember this is
a picture of the ideal – no Christian ever perfectly meets it. There are many other things that we live for. How could we help each other
see that those other things will not provide us with lasting satisfaction?
6. Greg said that each of us is “wired” in a special way. There is not one ideal picture of what a devoted Christian looks like. Name
some things that are unique to you – your interests, hobbies, gifts, etc. How can you use these things in a way that brings honor to
Christ?

