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Opening Psalm

Psalm 34.1-8

I will bless the Lord at all times; his praise shall continually be in my mouth.
My soul makes its boast in the Lord; let the humble hear and be glad.
Oh, magnify the Lord with me,
and let us exalt his name together!
I sought the Lord, and he answered me
and delivered me from all my fears.
Those who look to him are radiant, and their faces shall never be ashamed.
The angel of the Lord encamps around those who fear him, and delivers them.
Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good!
Blessed is the man who takes refuge in him!
Hymn of Adoration

Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing 457

Opening Prayer
Old Testament Reading 
Come, O children, listen to me;
I will teach you the fear of the Lord.
What man is there who desires life
and loves many days, that he may see good?
Keep your tongue from evil
and your lips from speaking deceit.
Turn away from evil and do good;
seek peace and pursue it.
The eyes of the Lord are toward the righteous
and his ears toward their cry.
The face of the Lord is against those who do evil,
to cut off the memory of them from the earth.
When the righteous cry for help, the Lord hears
and delivers them out of all their troubles.
The Lord is near to the brokenhearted
and saves the crushed in spirit.

Psalm 34.11-18

New Testament Reading

James 3.5-18

…the tongue is a small member, yet it boasts of great things. How great a forest is set ablaze by
such a small fire! And the tongue is a fire, a world of unrighteousness. The tongue is set among
our members, staining the whole body, setting on fire the entire course of life, and set on fire by
hell. For every kind of beast and bird, of reptile and sea creature, can be tamed and has been
tamed by mankind, but no human being can tame the tongue. It is a restless evil, full of deadly
poison. With it we bless our Lord and Father, and with it we curse people who are made in the
likeness of God. From the same mouth come blessing and cursing. My brothers, these things
ought not to be so. Does a spring pour forth from the same opening both fresh and salt water?
Can a fig tree, my brothers, bear olives, or a grapevine produce figs? Neither can a salt pond
yield fresh water.
Who is wise and understanding among you? By his good conduct let him show his works in the
meekness of wisdom. But if you have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not
boast and be false to the truth. This is not the wisdom that comes down from above, but is
earthly, unspiritual, demonic. For where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there will be
disorder and every vile practice. But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable,
gentle, open to reason, full of mercy and good fruits, impartial and sincere. And a harvest of
righteousness is sown in peace by those who make peace.
Confession of Sin
We confess to You, Almighty God, that we have not been perfect as you are perfect. We have,
instead, grievously sinned in thought, word, and deed. We have not kept our tongues from evil,
but have restlessly mixed blessing with cursing, have boasted, and been untruthful. Our tongues
are fires and we long for their flames to be quenched forever! Make us truly contrite and restore
us in Jesus Christ, who perfectly devoted his tongue to truth, devotion, and love, even when
persecuted and beaten by sinful men. Grant that, being rooted and grounded in the mystery of
the Son of God being made flesh for us, we may receive power to overcome the world and live
in the spirit of his humility and meekness. May our tongues only boast of Christ’s work and your
eternal kingdom. May the testimony of our lips drip with heavenly wisdom that we may not be
witnesses of earthly, unspiritual, demonic things, but be agents of the heavenly places bearing a
harvest of righteousness sown in peace. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.
Assurance of Pardon

1 Peter 2.22-24

[Jesus Christ] committed no sin, neither was deceit found in his mouth. When he was reviled, he
did not revile in return; when he suffered, he did not threaten, but continued entrusting himself to
him who judges justly. He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin
and live to righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed.
Song of Praise

Doxology

Homily 

“Embodied Hope Expressed with Gentleness & Respect”

1 Peter 3.8-17

Finally, all of you, have unity of mind, sympathy, brotherly love, a tender heart, and a humble
mind. Do not repay evil for evil or reviling for reviling, but on the contrary, bless, for to this you
were called, that you may obtain a blessing. For
“Whoever desires to love life
and see good days,
let him keep his tongue from evil
and his lips from speaking deceit;
let him turn away from evil and do good;
let him seek peace and pursue it.
For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous,
and his ears are open to their prayer.
But the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.”
Now who is there to harm you if you are zealous for what is good? But even if you should suffer
for righteousness' sake, you will be blessed. Have no fear of them, nor be troubled, but in your
hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who
asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect, having a
good conscience, so that, when you are slandered, those who revile your good behavior in
Christ may be put to shame. For it is better to suffer for doing good, if that should be God's will,
than for doing evil.
Prayers of Thanksgiving & Supplication
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name.
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Confession of Faith
Have you not known? Have you not heard?
The Lord is the everlasting God,
the Creator of the ends of the earth.
He does not faint or grow weary;
his understanding is unsearchable.
He gives power to the faint,
and to him who has no might he increases strength.
. . . they who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength;

Isaiah 40.28-29, 31

they shall mount up with wings like eagles;
they shall run and not be weary;
they shall walk and not faint.
Hymn of Response

How Firm a Foundation 94
Gloria Patri

Dismissal
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Alleluia. Amen.
Benediction

2 Thessalonians 2.16-17

Now may our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God our Father,
who loved us and gave us eternal comfort and good hope through grace,
comfort your hearts and establish them in every good work and word.

...loving God and worshiping Him as we impact our area
by teaching and discipling people for Jesus Christ.

