Lord’s Day Worship
August 16, 2020
Call to Worship

from Psalm 66

Shout for joy to God, all the earth; sing the glory of his name; give to him glorious praise!
How awesome are your deeds!
Come and see what God has done: he is awesome in his deeds toward the children of man.
He turned the sea into dry land; they passed through the river on foot. There did we
rejoice in him, who rules by his might forever, whose eyes keep watch on the nations.
Bless our God, O peoples; let the sound of his praise be heard, who has kept our soul among
the living and has not let our feet slip.
I will come into your house with burnt offerings; I will perform my vows to you...I will offer
to you burnt offerings of fattened animals, with the smoke of the sacrifice of rams; I will
make an offering of bulls and goats.
Hymn of Adoration
When morning gilds the skies,
my heart awaking cries:
May Jesus Christ be praised.
Alike at work and prayer
to Jesus I repair:
May Jesus Christ be praised.
When sleep her balm denies,
my silent spirit sighs:
May Jesus Christ be praised.
When evil thoughts molest,
with this I shield my breast:
May Jesus Christ be praised.
Does sadness fill my mind?
A solace here I find:
May Jesus Christ be praised.
Or fades my earthly bliss?
My comfort still is this:
May Jesus Christ be praised.
In heav'n's eternal bliss
the loveliest strain is this:
May Jesus Christ be praised.
The pow'rs of darkness fear,
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when this sweet chant they hear:
May Jesus Christ be praised.
Let earth's wide circle round
in joyful notes resound:
May Jesus Christ be praised.
Let air and sea and sky,
from depth to height, reply:
May Jesus Christ be praised.
Be this, while life is mine,
my canticle divine:
May Jesus Christ be praised.
Be this th'eternal song,
through all the ages on:
May Jesus Christ be praised.
Prayer of Invocation
Call to Confession 

Romans 12.1-2, 9, 14-21

I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living
sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to
this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what
is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect….
Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good….Bless those who persecute
you; bless and do not curse them. Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep.
Live in harmony with one another. Do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly. Never be
wise in your own sight. Repay no one evil for evil, but give thought to do what is honorable in
the sight of all. If possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. Beloved, never
avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I will
repay, says the Lord.” To the contrary, “if your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give
him something to drink; for by so doing you will heap burning coals on his head.” Do not be
overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.
Prayer of Confession
Dear Heavenly Father, we lower our heads before you and we confess that we have too often
forgotten that we are citizens of the heavenly courts and have allowed ourselves to be
conformed to this world. Sometimes we carry on our lives as if we are not constantly in your
presence and so we fall short of being credible witnesses to You. For these things we ask your
forgiveness and long to have our minds renewed in Christ. Help us to embody our heavenly
citizenship to a watching world. Help us to express our hope as your temple presence on earth,
as we offer ourselves to you as living sacrifices. Help us to love genuinely, engage honorably,
and live peaceably with everyone, and especially our enemies. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.

Assurance of Pardon

Hebrews 10.12-17

But when Christ had offered for all time a single sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right hand
of God, waiting from that time until his enemies should be made a footstool for his feet. For by a
single offering he has perfected for all time those who are being sanctified. And the Holy Spirit
also bears witness to us;...“This is the covenant that I will make with them after those days,
declares the Lord: I will put my laws on their hearts,and write them on their minds….I will
remember their sins and their lawless deeds no more.”
Song of Praise

Before the Throne of God Above

Before the throne of God above
I have a strong and perfect plea:
A great High Priest, whose name is Love,
Who ever lives and pleads for me.
My name is graven on His hands,
My name is written on His heart;
I know that while in heaven He stands
No tongue can bid me thence depart
No tongue can bid me thence depart.
When Satan tempts me to despair,
And tells me of the guilt within,
Upward I look, and see Him there
Who made an end to all my sin.
Because the sinless Savior died,
My sinful soul is counted free;
For God the just is satisfied
To look on Him and pardon me
To look on Him and pardon me
Behold Him there, the Risen Lamb
My perfect, spotless righteousness,
The great unchangeable I am,
The King of glory and of grace!
One with Himself I cannot die
My soul is purchased by His blood
My life is hid with Christ on high,
With Christ, my Savior and my God
With Christ, my Savior and my God
Prayers of Thanksgiving, Supplication & The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name.

Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Sermon

“Worship and Witness Like Everybody’s Watching”

1 Peter 2.4-12

As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of God chosen and precious,
you yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood,
to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. For it stands in Scripture:
“Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone,
a cornerstone chosen and precious,
and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.”
So the honor is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe,
“The stone that the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone,”
and
“A stone of stumbling,
and a rock of offense.”
They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do.
But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession,
that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous
light. Once you were not a people, but now you are God's people; once you had not received
mercy, but now you have received mercy.
Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain from the passions of the flesh, which
wage war against your soul. Keep your conduct among the Gentiles honorable, so that when
they speak against you as evildoers, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day
of visitation.
Confession of Faith

Hebrews 10.19-25

...since we have confidence to enter the holy places by the blood of Jesus, by the new and living
way that he opened for us through the curtain, that is, through his flesh, and since we have a
great priest over the house of God, how should we bear witness to this ministry of Jesus Christ?
Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled
clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. Let us hold fast
the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who promised is faithful. And let us
consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not neglecting to meet
together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you
see the Day drawing near.



Hymn of Response

O Great God

O great God of highest heaven
Occupy my lowly heart
Own it all and reign supreme
Conquer every rebel power
Let no vice or sin remain
That resists Your holy war
You have loved and purchased me
Make me Yours forevermore
I was blinded by my sin
Had no ears to hear Your voice
Did not know Your love within
Had no taste for heaven’s joys
Then Your Spirit gave me life
Opened up Your Word to me
Through the gospel of Your Son
Gave me endless hope and peace
Help me now to live a life
That’s dependent on Your grace
Keep my heart and guard my soul
From the evils that I face
You are worthy to be praised
With my every thought and deed
O great God of highest heaven
Glorify Your Name through me
Benediction

Numbers 6.24-26
The LO
 RD bless you and keep you;
the LO
 RD make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you;
the LO
 RD lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace.
Gloria Patri

Response
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Alleluia. Amen.

...loving God and worshiping Him as we impact our area
by teaching and discipling people for Jesus Christ.

