
Lord’s Day Worship 

December 20, 2020 
 
 
 
Advent Reading: Reading 4 - Isaiah 25.1, 3-4a, 6-9 - The Promise of Victory over Death 

The Liturgy of the Word 

Call to Worship                                                                                                         from Luke 2 

An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they 
were filled with great fear. And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good 
news of great joy that will be for all the people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David 
a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in 
swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 

“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is 
pleased!”....“Let us go and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made 
known to us.” 

Hymn of Adoration                                                         Angels, from the Realms of Glory  218 
Angels, from the realms of glory, 
wing your flight o'er all the earth; 
ye who sang creation's story, 
now proclaim Messiah's birth; 

        Refrain: Come and worship, come and worship, 
worship Christ, the newborn King. 

Shepherds in the fields abiding,  
watching o'er your flocks by night, 
God with man is now residing, 
yonder shines the infant Light: [Refrain] 

Sages, leave your contemplations, 
brighter visions beam afar; 
seek the great Desire of nations; 
ye have seen his natal star: [Refrain] 

Saints before the altar bending, 
watching long in hope and fear, 
suddenly the Lord, descending, 
in his temple shall appear: [Refrain] 

All creation, join in praising 
God the Father, Spirit, Son; 
evermore your voices raising 
to th'eternal Three in One: [Refrain] 



Prayer of Invocation 

Call to Confession                                                                                                  Isaiah 55.1-3 

Come, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and he who has no money, come, buy and 
eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. Why do you spend your money 
for that which is not bread, and your labor for that which does not satisfy? Listen diligently to 
me, and eat what is good, and delight yourselves in rich food. Incline your ear, and come to me; 
hear, that your soul may live; and I will make with you an everlasting covenant, my steadfast, 
sure love for David. 

Confession of Sin   

Most holy and beneficent Father, you have blessed us greatly with the gifts of your Son, our 
sonship in him, and the gifts of your Spirit. But we acknowledge and confess to You our sin of 
taking these gifts for granted and abusing them. Because of fear and selfishness, we have used 
them for our own good instead of the good of others. Have mercy upon us and cleanse us from 
our sin through the shed blood of Jesus Christ. For the glory of your great name, increase our 
faith in Christ, lift from us depressions and worry, end our pride and self-righteousness, save us 
from false hope and unwarranted presumption, and help us to grow in understanding, wisdom, 
and faithfulness. And may we shine as lights bearing a true witness to Your name, that we may 
be used to help prepare the way of our Lord Jesus Christ. Through the perfect merit and 
mediation of our Savior we pray, Amen.  

Assurance of Pardon                                                                                    Zephaniah 3.14-17 

Sing aloud, O daughter of Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and exult with all your heart, O 
daughter of Jerusalem! The Lord has taken away the judgments against you; he has cleared 
away your enemies. The King of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst; you shall never again fear evil. 
On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: “Fear not, O Zion; let not your hands grow weak. The 
Lord your God is in your midst, a mighty one who will save; he will rejoice over you with 
gladness; he will quiet you by his love; he will exult over you with loud singing.” 

Hymn of Praise                                                                     Hark! The Herald Angels Sing  203  

Hark! the herald angels sing, 
"Glory to the newborn King; 
peace on earth, and mercy mild, 
God and sinners reconciled!" 
Joyful, all ye nations, rise, 
join the triumph of the skies; 
with th'angelic host proclaim, 
"Christ is born in Bethlehem!" 

        Refrain: Hark! the herald angels sing, 
"Glory to the newborn King." 

Christ, by highest heav'n adored, 
Christ, the everlasting Lord! 
Late in time behold him come, 
offspring of the Virgin's womb. 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; 



hail th'incarnate Deity, 
pleased as man with men to dwell, 
Jesus, our Emmanuel. [Refrain] 
Hail, the heav'n-born Prince of Peace! 
Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all he brings, 
ris'n with healing in his wings. 
Mild he lays his glory by, 
born that man no more may die, 
born to raise the sons of earth, 
born to give them second birth. [Refrain] 

Sermon          “The Humility of the Advent Embodied in a Waiting People”           1 Peter 5.5-11 

Likewise, you who are younger, be subject to the elders. Clothe yourselves, all of you, with 
humility toward one another, for “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.” 
Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so that at the proper time he may 
exalt you, casting all your anxieties on him, because he cares for you. Be sober-minded; be 
watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. 
Resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same kinds of suffering are being experienced by 
your brotherhood throughout the world. And after you have suffered a little while, the God of all 
grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, confirm, strengthen, 
and establish you. To him be the dominion forever and ever. Amen. 

Prayer of Intercession 

The Liturgy of the Upper Room 

Hymn of Approach                                                         Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence  193 

Let all mortal flesh keep silence, 
and with fear and trembling stand; 
ponder nothing earthly-minded, 
for with blessing in his hand, 
Christ our God to earth descendeth, 
our full homage to demand. 

King of kings, yet born of Mary, 
as of old on earth he stood; 
Lord of lords, in human vesture, 
in the body and the blood, 
he will give to all the faithful 
his own self for heav'nly food. 
Rank on rank the host of heaven 
spreads its vanguard on the way, 
as the Light of light descendeth 
from the realms of endless day, 
that the pow'rs of hell may vanish 
as the darkness clears away. 



At his feet the six-winged seraph; 
cherubim, with sleepless eye, 
veil their faces to the presence, 
as with ceaseless voice they cry, 
"Alleluia, alleluia, 
alleluia, Lord Most High!" 

Confession of Faith                                                                                                Luke 1.46-55  

My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for he has looked 
on the humble estate of his servant….for he who is mighty has done great things for me, 
and holy is his name. And his mercy is for those who fear him from generation to 
generation. He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the 
thoughts of their hearts; he has brought down the mighty from their thrones and exalted 
those of humble estate; he has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich he has 
sent away empty. He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, as he 
spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and to his offspring forever.” 

Reception of New Members Michael and Bethany Scott 

Words of Institution and Invitation                                                        1 Corinthians 11.23-26 

For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when 
he was betrayed took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, “This is my 
body, which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” In the same way also he took the cup, 
after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of me.” For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the 
Lord's death until he comes. 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Consecration of Elements 

Conferring Loran Wills Emeritus Elder - A Celebration of Faithful Ministry  

Hymn of Response                                                     Joy to the World! The Lord Is Come  195 

Joy to the world! The Lord is come: 
let earth receive her King; 
let every heart prepare him room, 
and heav'n and nature sing, 
and heav'n and nature sing, 
and heav'n, and heav'n and nature sing. 

Joy to the earth! The Savior reigns: 
let men their songs employ; 
while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 
repeat the sounding joy, 
repeat the sounding joy, 
repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

No more let sins and sorrows grow, 
nor thorns infest the ground; 



he comes to make his blessings flow 
far as the curse is found, 
far as the curse is found, 
far as, far as the curse is found. 

He rules the world with truth and grace, 
and makes the nations prove 
the glories of his righteousness 
and wonders of his love, 
and wonders of his love, 
and wonders, wonders of his love. 

Benediction                                                                                                  Hebrews 13.20, 21  
Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great 

shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, equip you with everything good 
that you may do his will, working in us that which is pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ, 

to whom be glory forever and ever. 

Response                                        Gloria Patri 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  

world without end.  Alleluia. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

...loving God and worshiping Him as we impact our area 
 by teaching and discipling people for Jesus Christ. 


