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Opening Psalm                                                                                                               Psalm 16 
 

Preserve me, O God, for in you I take refuge. 
I say to the Lord, “You are my Lord; 
    I have no good apart from you.” 
 
As for the saints in the land, they are the excellent ones, 
    in whom is all my delight. 
 
The sorrows of those who run after another god shall multiply; 
    their drink offerings of blood I will not pour out 
    or take their names on my lips. 
 
The Lord is my chosen portion and my cup; 
    you hold my lot. 
The lines have fallen for me in pleasant places; 
    indeed, I have a beautiful inheritance. 
 
I bless the Lord who gives me counsel; 
    in the night also my heart instructs me. 
I have set the Lord always before me; 
    because he is at my right hand, I shall not be shaken. 
 
Therefore my heart is glad, and my whole being rejoices; 
    my flesh also dwells secure. 
For you will not abandon my soul to Sheol, 
    or let your holy one see corruption. 
 
You make known to me the path of life; 
    in your presence there is fullness of joy; 
    at your right hand are pleasures forevermore. 

 
Hymn of Praise                                                             Christ the Lord Is Risen Today  277 (1-4) 

Opening Prayer 
 



Old Testament Reading                                                                                          Isaiah 53.3-12 
 
He was despised and rejected by men, 
    a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief; 
and as one from whom men hide their faces 
    he was despised, and we esteemed him not. 

Surely he has borne our griefs 
    and carried our sorrows; 
yet we esteemed him stricken, 
    smitten by God, and afflicted. 
But he was pierced for our transgressions; 
    he was crushed for our iniquities; 
upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, 
    and with his wounds we are healed. 
All we like sheep have gone astray; 
    we have turned—every one—to his own way; 
and the Lord has laid on him 
    the iniquity of us all. 

He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, 
    yet he opened not his mouth; 
like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, 
    and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, 
    so he opened not his mouth. 
By oppression and judgment he was taken away; 
    and as for his generation, who considered 
that he was cut off out of the land of the living, 
    stricken for the transgression of my people? 
And they made his grave with the wicked 
    and with a rich man in his death, 
although he had done no violence, 
    and there was no deceit in his mouth. 
 
Yet it was the will of the Lord to crush him; 
    he has put him to grief; 
when his soul makes an offering for guilt, 
    he shall see his offspring; he shall prolong his days; 
the will of the Lord shall prosper in his hand. 
Out of the anguish of his soul he shall see and be satisfied; 
by his knowledge shall the righteous one, my servant, 
    make many to be accounted righteous, 
    and he shall bear their iniquities. 
Therefore I will divide him a portion with the many, 
    and he shall divide the spoil with the strong, 
because he poured out his soul to death 
    and was numbered with the transgressors; 
yet he bore the sin of many, 
    and makes intercession for the transgressors. 



New Testament Reading                                                                                           Acts 2.22-36 
 
“Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with mighty 
works and wonders and signs that God did through him in your midst, as you yourselves 
know—this Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you 
crucified and killed by the hands of lawless men. God raised him up, loosing the pangs of death, 
because it was not possible for him to be held by it. For David says concerning him, 
 

“‘I saw the Lord always before me, 
      for he is at my right hand that I may not be shaken; 

therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced; 
    my flesh also will dwell in hope. 
For you will not abandon my soul to Hades, 
    or let your Holy One see corruption. 
You have made known to me the paths of life; 
    you will make me full of gladness with your presence.’ 

 
“Brothers, I may say to you with confidence about the patriarch David that he both died and was 
buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. Being therefore a prophet, and knowing that God had 
sworn with an oath to him that he would set one of his descendants on his throne, he foresaw 
and spoke about the resurrection of the Christ, that he was not abandoned to Hades, nor did his 
flesh see corruption. This Jesus God raised up, and of that we all are witnesses. Being therefore 
exalted at the right hand of God, and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy 
Spirit, he has poured out this that you yourselves are seeing and hearing. For David did not 
ascend into the heavens, but he himself says, 
 

“‘The Lord said to my Lord, 
“Sit at my right hand, 
     until I make your enemies your footstool.”’ 

 
Let all the house of Israel therefore know for certain that God has made him both Lord and 
Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified.” 
 
Confession of Sin       Together & Silent  

 
Gospel Reading                                                                                                          John 3.3-15 

Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the 
kingdom of God.” Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be born when he is old? Can he 
enter a second time into his mother's womb and be born?” Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say 
to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. That 
which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not marvel that 
I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’ The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, 
but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of 
the Spirit.” 
 
Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” Jesus answered him, “Are you the teacher 
of Israel and yet you do not understand these things? Truly, truly, I say to you, we speak of what 



we know, and bear witness to what we have seen, but you[f] do not receive our testimony. If I 
have told you earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you heavenly 
things? No one has ascended into heaven except he who descended from heaven, the Son of 
Man. And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 
that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 
 
Assurance of Pardon                                                                                               John 3.16-17 
 
For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not 
perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, 
but in order that the world might be saved through him. 
 

Homily                                    “Born Again to a Living Hope”                               1 Peter 1.3-9 
 
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy, he has 
caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 
dead, to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, 
who by God's power are being guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the 
last time. In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been grieved 
by various trials, so that the tested genuineness of your faith—more precious than gold that 
perishes though it is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the 
revelation of Jesus Christ. Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though you do not 
now see him, you believe in him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory, 
obtaining the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 

  
Prayers of Thanksgiving & Supplication 
 

Prayers for Grace… 

Prayers for all ministries & missionaries... 

Prayers for the sick… 

Prayers for medical personnel… 

Prayers for government officials… 

Prayers for those suffering emotionally and psychologically from social distancing… 

Prayers for those struggling with financial stress… 

Prayers for people in dangerous/abuse situations... 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name.  
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 



Confession of Faith                                   based on 1 Corinthians 15.3-7 & Colossians 1.15-20 
 
This is the good news that we have received, in which we stand, and by which we are saved: 
 

Christ died for our sins, was buried, 
     was raised on the third day, 
     and appeared first to the women, 
     then to Peter and the Twelve, 
     and then to many faithful witnesses. 
We believe Jesus is the Christ, 
     the Anointed One of God, 
     the firstborn of all creation, 
     the firstborn from the dead, 
          in whom all things hold together, 
          in whom the fullness of God was pleased to dwell 
               by the power of the Spirit. 
Christ is the head of the body, the church, 
     and by the blood of the cross 
     reconciles all things to God. Amen. 

 

Hymn of Response                                                          My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less  521 
 
Dismissal     Gloria Patri 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  

world without end.  Alleluia. Amen. 
 

Benediction                                                                                                           Romans 15.13  
 

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the Holy 
Spirit you may abound in hope. 

 

 
 
 
 

 

...loving God and worshiping Him as we impact our area 
 by teaching and discipling people for Jesus Christ. 


