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Opening Psalm                                                                                                             Psalm 134 
 

Come, bless the LORD, all you servants of the LORD, 
    who stand by night in the house of the LORD! 

Lift up your hands to the holy place 
    and bless the LORD! 

May the LORD bless you from Zion, 
    he who made heaven and earth! 
 
Hymn of Praise                                                            With Grateful Heart My Thanks I Bring  88 
 

With grateful heart my thanks I bring,  
before the great your praise I sing; 

I worship in your holy place  
and praise you for your truth and grace;  

for truth and grace together shine  
in your most holy word divine,  
in your most holy word divine.  

 
I cried to you, and you did save;  

your word of grace new courage gave;  
the kings of earth shall thank you, Lord,  

for they have heard your wondrous word;  
yea, they shall come with songs of praise,  

for great and glorious are your ways,  
for great and glorious are your ways. 

 
O Lord, enthroned in glory bright,  

you reign above in heav'nly height;  
the proud in vain your favor seek  
but you have mercy for the meek;  

through trouble though my pathway be,  
you will revive and strengthen me,  
you will revive and strengthen me. 

 
You will stretch forth your mighty arm  

to save me when my foes alarm;  



the work you have for me begun  
shall by your grace be fully done;  

your mercy shall forever be; 
O Lord, my Maker, think on me, 
O Lord, my Maker think on me. 

 
Old Testament Reading                                                                                             Genesis 15 
 
After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision: “Fear not, Abram, I am your 
shield; your reward shall be very great.” But Abram said, “O Lord God, what will you give me, for 
I continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” And Abram said, 
“Behold, you have given me no offspring, and a member of my household will be my heir.” And 
behold, the word of the Lord came to him: “This man shall not be your heir; your very own son 
shall be your heir.” And he brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven, and number the 
stars, if you are able to number them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your offspring be.” And he 
believed the Lord, and he counted it to him as righteousness. 
 
And he said to him, “I am the Lord who brought you out from Ur of the Chaldeans to give you 
this land to possess.” But he said, “O Lord God, how am I to know that I shall possess it?” He 
said to him, “Bring me a heifer three years old, a female goat three years old, a ram three years 
old, a turtledove, and a young pigeon.” And he brought him all these, cut them in half, and laid 
each half over against the other. But he did not cut the birds in half. And when birds of prey 
came down on the carcasses, Abram drove them away. 
 
As the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell on Abram. And behold, dreadful and great 
darkness fell upon him. Then the Lord said to Abram, “Know for certain that your offspring will 
be sojourners in a land that is not theirs and will be servants there, and they will be afflicted for 
four hundred years. But I will bring judgment on the nation that they serve, and afterward they 
shall come out with great possessions. As for you, you shall go to your fathers in peace; you 
shall be buried in a good old age. And they shall come back here in the fourth generation, for 
the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet complete.” 
 
When the sun had gone down and it was dark, behold, a smoking fire pot and a flaming torch 
passed between these pieces. On that day the Lord made a covenant with Abram, saying, “To 
your offspring I give this land, from the river of Egypt to the great river, the river Euphrates, the 
land of the Kenites, the Kenizzites, the Kadmonites, the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Rephaim, 
the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Girgashites and the Jebusites.” 
 
New Testament Reading                                                                                Hebrews 11.6, 8-16 
 
And without faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever would draw near to God must 
believe that he exists and that he rewards those who seek him…. 
 
By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that he was to receive as an 
inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was going. By faith he went to live in the 
land of promise, as in a foreign land, living in tents with Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him of the 
same promise. For he was looking forward to the city that has foundations, whose designer and 
builder is God. By faith Sarah herself received power to conceive, even when she was past the 



age, since she considered him faithful who had promised. Therefore from one man, and him as 
good as dead, were born descendants as many as the stars of heaven and as many as the 
innumerable grains of sand by the seashore. 
 
These all died in faith, not having received the things promised, but having seen them and 
greeted them from afar, and having acknowledged that they were strangers and exiles on the 
earth. For people who speak thus make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. If they had 
been thinking of that land from which they had gone out, they would have had opportunity to 
return. But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not 
ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared for them a city. 
 
Confession of Sin         Together & Silent  
 

Almighty and most merciful Father; 
We have erred and strayed from Your ways like lost sheep. 
We have followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts 
We have offended against Your holy laws. 
We have left undone those things which we ought to have done; 

And we have done those things which we ought not to have done; 
 

O Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Spare those, O God, who confess their faults. 
Restore those who are penitent; 

According to Your promises declared unto us in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
And grant, O merciful Father, for His sake; 

That we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life; 
 
To the glory of Your holy name. Amen.  

 
Gospel Reading                                                                                                        John 10.1-18 
 
“Truly, truly, I say to you, he who does not enter the sheepfold by the door but climbs in by 
another way, that man is a thief and a robber. But he who enters by the door is the shepherd of 
the sheep. To him the gatekeeper opens. The sheep hear his voice, and he calls his own sheep 
by name and leads them out. When he has brought out all his own, he goes before them, and 
the sheep follow him, for they know his voice. A stranger they will not follow, but they will flee 
from him, for they do not know the voice of strangers.” This figure of speech Jesus used with 
them, but they did not understand what he was saying to them. 
 
So Jesus again said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, I am the door of the sheep. All who came 
before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them.  am the door. If anyone 
enters by me, he will be saved and will go in and out and find pasture. The thief comes only to 
steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and have it abundantly. I am the good 
shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. He who is a hired hand and not 
a shepherd, who does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and 
flees, and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. He flees because he is a hired hand and 
cares nothing for the sheep. 
 



I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, just as the Father knows me 
and I know the Father; and I lay down my life for the sheep. And I have other sheep that are not 
of this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, 
one shepherd. For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life that I may take it 
up again. No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it 
down, and I have authority to take it up again. This charge I have received from my Father.” 
 
Assurance of Pardon                                                                                             John 10.27-29 
 
“My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life, and 
they will never perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand. My Father, who has given 
them to me,is greater than all, and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father's hand. I and 
the Father are one.” 
 
Song of Assurance                                                                How Deep the Father’s Love for Us 
 

How deep the Father’s love for us, 
How vast beyond all measure, 

That He should give His only Son 
To make a wretch His treasure. 

How great the pain of searing loss – 
The Father turns His face away, 

As wounds which mar the Chosen One 
Bring many sons to glory. 

 
Behold the man upon a cross, 

My sin upon His shoulders; 
Ashamed, I hear my mocking voice 

Call out among the scoffers. 
It was my sin that held Him there 

Until it was accomplished; 
His dying breath has brought me life – 

I know that it is finished. 
 

I will not boast in anything, 
No gifts, no power, no wisdom; 
But I will boast in Jesus Christ, 

His death and resurrection. 
Why should I gain from His reward? 

I cannot give an answer; 
But this I know with all my heart – 
His wounds have paid my ransom. 

 
 
Homily                                             “Led by Footsteps Unseen”                                  Psalm 77 
 

I cry aloud to God,  
     aloud to God, and he will hear me. 



In the day of my trouble I seek the Lord; 
     in the night my hand is stretched out without wearying; 

    my soul refuses to be comforted. 
When I remember God, I moan; 
    when I meditate, my spirit faints. 

 
You hold my eyelids open; 
    I am so troubled that I cannot speak. 
I consider the days of old, 
    the years long ago. 
I said, “Let me remember my song in the night; 
    let me meditate in my heart.” 
    Then my spirit made a diligent search: 
“Will the Lord spurn forever, 
    and never again be favorable? 
Has his steadfast love forever ceased? 
    Are his promises at an end for all time? 
Has God forgotten to be gracious? 
    Has he in anger shut up his compassion?” 

 
Then I said, “I will appeal to this, 
    to the years of the right hand of the Most High.” 

 
I will remember the deeds of the Lord; 
    yes, I will remember your wonders of old. 
I will ponder all your work, 
    and meditate on your mighty deeds. 
Your way, O God, is holy. 
    What god is great like our God? 
You are the God who works wonders; 
    you have made known your might among the peoples. 
You with your arm redeemed your people, 
    the children of Jacob and Joseph. 

 
When the waters saw you, O God, 
    when the waters saw you, they were afraid; 
     indeed, the deep trembled. 
The clouds poured out water; 
    the skies gave forth thunder; 
    your arrows flashed on every side. 
The crash of your thunder was in the whirlwind; 
    your lightnings lighted up the world; 
    the earth trembled and shook. 
Your way was through the sea, 
    your path through the great waters; 
    yet your footprints were unseen. 
You led your people like a flock 
    by the hand of Moses and Aaron. 



Prayers of Thanksgiving & Supplication 
 

Prayers for Grace… 

Prayers for all ministries & missionaries  

Prayers for the sick… 

Prayers for government officials 

Prayers for medical personnel… 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name.  
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

Hymn of Response                                                                   Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us 
 

Savior, like a shepherd lead us, 
Much we need Thy tender care; 

In Thy pleasant pastures feed us, 
For our use Thy folds prepare: 
Blessèd Jesus, blessèd Jesus, 

Thou hast bought us, Thine we are; 
Blessèd Jesus, blessèd Jesus, 

Thou hast bought us, Thine we are. 
 

We are Thine, do Thou befriend us, 
Be the guardian of our way; 

Keep Thy flock, from sin defend us, 
Seek us when we go astray: 

Blessèd Jesus, blessèd Jesus, 
Hear, O hear us when we pray; 
Blessèd Jesus, blessèd Jesus, 
Hear, O hear us when we pray. 

 
Thou hast promised to receive us, 

Poor and sinful though we be; 
Thou hast mercy to relieve us, 

Grace to cleanse, and pow'r to free: 
Blessèd Jesus, blessèd Jesus, 

Early let us turn to Thee; 
Blessèd Jesus, blessèd Jesus, 

Early let us turn to Thee. 
 



Early let us seek Thy favor, 
Early let us do Thy will; 

Blessed Lord and only Savior, 
With Thy love our bosoms fill: 
Blessèd Jesus, blessèd Jesus, 
Thou hast loved us, love us still; 
Blessèd Jesus, blessèd Jesus, 
Thou hast loved us, love us still. 

 
Profession of Faith                  Habakkuk 3.17-19 
 

Though the fig tree should not blossom, 
    nor fruit be on the vines, 
the produce of the olive fail 
    and the fields yield no food, 
the flock be cut off from the fold 
    and there be no herd in the stalls, 
yet I will rejoice in the Lord; 
    I will take joy in the God of my salvation. 
God, the Lord, is my strength; 
    he makes my feet like the deer's; 
    he makes me tread on my high places. 

 
Dismissal       Gloria Patri 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,  
and to the Holy Ghost;  

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  
world without end.  Alleluia. Amen. 

 
Benediction        Numbers 6.24-26 

The Lord bless you and keep you; 
 the Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you; 

the Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace. 
 

 
 
 
 

 

...loving God and worshiping Him as we impact our area 
 by teaching and discipling people for Jesus Christ. 


