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Opening Psalm                                                                                                             Psalm 146 
 
Praise the Lord! 

Praise the Lord, O my soul! I will praise the Lord as long as I live; I will sing praises to my 
God while I have my being. 

 
Put not your trust in princes, in a son of man, in whom there is no salvation. When his breath 
departs, he returns to the earth; on that very day his plans perish. Blessed is he whose help is 
the God of Jacob, 

whose hope is in the Lord his God, who made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in 
them, 

 
who keeps faith forever; 

who executes justice for the oppressed,  who gives food to the hungry. 
 

The Lord sets the prisoners free; the Lord opens the eyes of the blind. 

The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down; the Lord loves the righteous. 
 

The Lord watches over the sojourners; 

he upholds the widow and the fatherless, but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin. 
 

The Lord will reign forever, your God, O Zion, to all generations. 

Praise the Lord! 
 
Hymn of Adoration                                                                                     O Worship the King  2 
 
Opening Prayer 
 
Old Testament Reading                                                                      Jeremiah 29.1, 4-7, 10-14 
 
These are the words of the letter that Jeremiah the prophet sent from Jerusalem to the surviving 
elders of the exiles, and to the priests, the prophets, and all the people, whom Nebuchadnezzar 
had taken into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon. . . . It said: “Thus says the Lord of hosts, the 
God of Israel, to all the exiles whom I have sent into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon: Build 
houses and live in them; plant gardens and eat their produce. Take wives and have sons and 



daughters; take wives for your sons, and give your daughters in marriage, that they may bear 
sons and daughters; multiply there, and do not decrease. But seek the welfare of the city where 
I have sent you into exile, and pray to the Lord on its behalf, for in its welfare you will find your 
welfare…. 
 
For thus says the Lord: When seventy years are completed for Babylon, I will visit you, and I will 
fulfill to you my promise and bring you back to this place. For I know the plans I have for you, 
declares the Lord, plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope. Then you 
will call upon me and come and pray to me, and I will hear you. You will seek me and find me, 
when you seek me with all your heart. I will be found by you, declares the Lord, and I will restore 
your fortunes and gather you from all the nations and all the places where I have driven you, 
declares the Lord, and I will bring you back to the place from which I sent you into exile. 
 
Gospel Reading                                                                                                  Matthew 5.13-16 
 
You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be restored? It is 
no longer good for anything except to be thrown out and trampled under people's feet. 
 
You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do people light a lamp 
and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the same way, 
let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your 
Father who is in heaven. 
 
Epistle Reading                                                                                           1 Corinthians 9.19-23 
 
For though I am free from all, I have made myself a servant to all, that I might win more of them. 
To the Jews I became as a Jew, in order to win Jews. To those under the law I became as one 
under the law (though not being myself under the law) that I might win those under the law. To 
those outside the law I became as one outside the law (not being outside the law of God but 
under the law of Christ) that I might win those outside the law. To the weak I became weak, that 
I might win the weak. I have become all things to all people, that by all means I might save 
some. I do it all for the sake of the gospel, that I may share with them in its blessings. 
 
Confession of Sin         Silent & Together  

 
 
Assurance of Pardon                                                                         Philippians 3.7-8a, 9. 20-21 
 
But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ. Indeed, I count everything as 
loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord….being found in him, 
not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which comes through 
faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on faith….our citizenship is in heaven, 
and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, who will transform our lowly body to be like 
his glorious body, by the power that enables him even to subject all things to himself. 
 
Song of Praise                     Doxology 
 



Homily                                    “Living as Sojourners and Exiles”                 1 Peter 1.1-2, 2.11-17 
 
Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, 
 
To those who are elect exiles of the Dispersion in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and 
Bithynia, according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, in the sanctification of the Spirit, for 
obedience to Jesus Christ and for sprinkling with his blood: 
 
May grace and peace be multiplied to you. 
 
Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain from the passions of the flesh, which 
wage war against your soul. Keep your conduct among the Gentiles honorable, so that when 
they speak against you as evildoers, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day 
of visitation. 
 
Be subject for the Lord's sake to every human institution, whether it be to the emperor[c] as 
supreme, or to governors as sent by him to punish those who do evil and to praise those who do 
good. For this is the will of God, that by doing good you should put to silence the ignorance of 
foolish people. Live as people who are free, not using your freedom as a cover-up for evil, but 
living as servants of God. Honor everyone. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the 
emperor. 

  
Prayers of Thanksgiving & Supplication 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name.  
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 
Confession of Faith                                                                            2 Corinthians 4.7-11; 16-18 
 
But we have this treasure in jars of clay, to show that the surpassing power belongs to God and 
not to us.  

 
We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed;  

perplexed, but not driven to despair;  
persecuted, but not forsaken;  
struck down, but not destroyed;  
always carrying in the body the death of Jesus,  

so that the life of Jesus may also be manifested in our bodies.  
 
For we who live are always being given over to death for Jesus' sake, so that the life of Jesus 
also may be manifested in our mortal flesh…. 



So we do not lose heart.  
 

Though our outer self is wasting away, our inner self is being renewed day by day.  
 

For this light momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all 
comparison, 

as we look not to the things that are seen but to the things that are unseen.  
For the things that are seen are transient, but the things that are unseen are eternal. 

 

Hymn of Response                                                           Guide Me O Thou Great Jehovah  598 
 
Dismissal     Gloria Patri 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  

world without end.  Alleluia. Amen. 
 

Benediction                                                                                                1 Thessalonians 5.23 
 

Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely;  
and may your whole spirit, soul, and body be preserved blameless  

at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

...loving God and worshiping Him as we impact our area 
 by teaching and discipling people for Jesus Christ. 


