
Dear Grace, 

Thank you to everyone for your perseverance through this challenging time! It has 
definitely highlighted our reliance on Jesus, so that has been a major silver lining 
of this pandemic. We are very excited to share with you some pandemic-related 
news. 

New Guidelines 
Yesterday the CDC updated their guidance on what fully vaccinated people can do 
and it has allowed us to relax some COVID-related restrictions at Grace effective 
immediately. 

The CDC guidelines are now that “that fully vaccinated people no longer need to 
wear a mask or physically distance in any setting” except for some specific 
crowded locations like public transit and aircraft. The key point for Grace is that 
churches are an area where vaccinated people can stop wearing 
masks. Governor Inslee has confirmed that “Washington will fully adopt masking 
guidance issued by the CDC earlier today.” Link to Press Release 

The full details are in this link from the CDC: 
Interim Public Health Recommendations for Fully Vaccinated People | CDC 

I also phoned the CDC today and clarified that it is acceptable to have unmasked 
vaccinated people and masked unvaccinated people together. 

What This Means

• Starting this weekend, if you are fully vaccinated you are welcome to
attend Grace without a mask.

• We will still ask people who do not live together to keep two empty chairs
of space between them and any neighbors. This is because the restrictions
have not been fully lifted yet and with our large facility it is easy to stay
spread out.

• The CDC continues to recommend that anyone who has not been
vaccinated wear a mask. We will not be asking about vaccination status,
and bear in mind that some who are vaccinated may continue to wear
masks if they live with people who are high risk, etc. So wearing a mask or
not wearing a mask will not be a clear indication of vaccination status.
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https://www.governor.wa.gov/news-media/inslee-announces-statewide-reopening-date-june-30-and-short-term-statewide-move-phase%C2%A03
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-vaccinated-guidance.html


• The Chapel will be set up (starting this weekend) as a mask-only service 
area for those in our congregation who are uncomfortable in a maskless 
setting. 

• Children’s will probably look the same this weekend, as it has for the last 
few months, because few kids are vaccinated yet. 

• Middle School students will meet as usual at 10:45AM on Sunday, but not 
in the Chapel. We’ll have people to direct you where to go and/or there 
may be further communication before Sunday. Thank you for the flexibility! 

Unity 
Romans 15:5-6 “May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you 
the same attitude of mind toward each other that Christ Jesus had, so that with 
one mind and one voice you may glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.” 
  
There is a wide range of opinions in the church body (nationwide and at Grace) 
regarding masks, vaccinations, the degree to which to obey earthly authorities, 
etc. I praise God that we are a church that stays politically neutral to protect our 
witness to everyone around us. Let’s continue to respect the different values and 
beliefs that each of hold regarding these earthly matters and focus on our shared 
beliefs about Jesus and our shared commitment to spreading the Gospel. So when 
you see someone wearing or not wearing a mask, please refrain from any 
judgment, but greet your fellow brother or sister in Christ and be thankful for 
ability to gather in person. 
  
Our prayer is that Washington stays on track for all COVID restrictions to be 
removed by June 30. For now we’ll enjoy seeing one another’s faces again! 
  
Thanks, 
  
Craig Luker on behalf of the elders 
Elder Chair 
Grace Community Church 
Email: cluker@graceinauburn.com 
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