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INTRODUCTION
Icebreaker: If this were your first time hearing this story - what would you
have expected Jesus to do as he rose from the table?
Doctrine: Jesus came to serve us to the extent of the death on the
cross.Culture: “I have done this for you; now go and do it for one another”
What Jesus did was so different; for what we do to be powerful, it has
to be different - what makes our service different? How do we serve in
a way that would make outsiders ask “why are you doing that” or say
“you don’t have to do that” so we can respond with “you will
understand later”?

This, what we're doing at the seminary, has to be
stronger than that, what Hitler's doing in
forming his army. We have to raise up a
generation of Christians whose formation is
stronger than that of the Third Reich
Dietrich Bonhoeffer (paraphrase)

LESSON:
If serving is beneath you, then leading (and/or being identified as a Christ
follower) is beyond you.
What was your gut reaction to this statement? What are some things
that you have considered beneath you when it comes to serving in
church, the community, or in your home? Has your perspective on those
things changed?
The act of washing the disciples feet was radical and definitely should
have been beneath Jesus Share about a time in which you have been surprised by how you were
radically served; how did that impact you? Share about someone in
your life that you have seen be an example of servant leadership; how
has this person influenced you?
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TIM KELLER
Not only does Jesus come down from God
to be a man, but he came as a servant, He
doesn't come as someone who leads a
great political party to victory, but instead
he comes to be crushed, to be disgraced,
to be tortured, and to die.

A servant is

somebody who's willing to die.

LESSON CONTINUED
Serving is paying attention to things going on around you - the needs
that have to be met, things that need to be done. Then not waiting for
them to get done but taking them upon yourself to do them.
To be an adequate servant, you have to die to self - it requires that you
pay attention to others before yourself or what may be going on in your
own life. True or False? If this is true, what does that mean for your own
needs or circumstances? Is “self” a distraction from servanthood?
We no longer have to serve God to be accepted, Jesus served perfectly
and secured that acceptance for us.
How does this aspect of the Gospel impact your view of service? Are
you currently serving in order to gain acceptance or are you serving
others out of your devotion to God?
Which of the two lies do you find yourself believing when it comes to
serving?
1. This is beyond you, you don’t have to let this be done to you (being
served)
2. This is beneath you, you don’t have to do this (serving)
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APPLICATION
Not all of us can do great things but we can do small
things with great love - Mother Teresa
Share some of the ways in which you have been served in
seemingly small ways that made a huge impact on your
life. How does hearing these testimonies encourage you to
serve others?
Are you willing to share your response to: How can you let
GraceLife Church serve you through our community group?
(if there are needs that are not willing to be shared,
encourage members to talk with facilitators privately)
How can you let GraceLife Church help you serve others?
(Consider using this time to discuss the GraceLife
Vision of “Go”, each community group is encouraged to
find a way to go into the community to serve,
challenge members to begin thinking of ideas for this
to happen this year. Or discussing service opportunities
within GraceLife Church.)

You can give without loving,
but you cannot love without giving"
Amy Carmichael
Bonus: Jesus loved his disciples, even in the midst of their
arguing and knowing their hearts; he called them "his
own": what is your answer to 'how does Jesus Christ think
of me'"?

