DIGGING
DEEPER

Engaging with the Sermon
Under the Influence | july 12, 2020 | Revelation 18

DIGGING DEEPER

02

//

JULY 12, 2020

WHAT IS DIGGING DEEPER?

Two of the main pillars of Gracelife Church is gathering and growing in
which we encourage each of our attenders to be a part of a community that
gathers together with the intention of growing in Christ. However, we
understand that gathering in community is a little complicated right now.
Thankfully, during the summer our community groups take a break so that
makes things a little less complicated. We wanted to continue to provide a
way for you to dig deeper into the message whether individually, in your dgroups, or sitting around the table with your family so free to use these
questions as a guide for discussion for whatever kind of gathering you feel
comfortable with or as a tool for personal reflection.

INTRODUCTION
Have you ever read Revelation? Are you avoiding it or just haven’t gotten to
it yet? If you are avoiding it, why? After this message are you more intrigued
and more encouraged to read, hear, and keep these words?

BABYLON
What do you remember about the Babylon of the Old Testament? How does
knowing the history of Babylon help you to understand Revelation 18
better?
The initial audience would have known about Babylon, the prophecy about
it, and the fulfillment of that prophecy as it had already taken place
therefore they would have known that this Babylon is symbolic of
worldliness - when you hear the word “worldliness” what immediately comes
to mind?
Babylon had a culture of unbelief, deception, self indulgence, and
oppression so the people of Babylon exhibited the spirit of that culture by
rejecting God and trying to find identity within their culture instead of God “Let us make a name for ourselves” - In what ways are you trying to make a
name for yourself? Are there parts of your identity that you aren’t allowing
to be influenced by truth?
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DAVID WELLS ON WORLDLINESS
"What any particular culture does to make sin
seem normal and righteousness strange."

THE SPIRIT OF BABYLON IS...

"Ism"

Scientism
Biological
Determinism
Journeyism
Experienceism
Protestism
Healthism
Entertainmentism
Voyeurism
Sportsism
Partyism
Politicsism
Familyism
Sexualityism
Shoppingism
Advocacyism
Consumerism
Materialism
Moralism
Pragmatism

Attractive/Impressive: It draws you in
Think of the place you would most like to travel to, what makes that
place seem like an attractive place to visit?
When was the last time you marveled at something? What was it?
What about it drew you in?
If there were a place you could go and live “your perfect life”, would
you go? Why or why not?
Pervasive: Everywhere and timeless
Have you ever had someone on a spiritual pedestal only to find out
they struggled with sin in a way that might have shocked you? In
what ways are you reminded that there is “no place that you can go
without seeing the affects of sin” (Tommy)?
Seductive: blinds you with the false promises of satisfaction and
pleasure
When was the last time you got into a situation where you found
yourself in over your head? Reflect on how you landed there, were
you a frog in a kettle?
John’s vision is trying to open our eyes to the evil empire that is
trying to change you; in what ways are you or have you in the past
changed your identity to fit in? Why wasn’t or why hasn’t Jesus’
identity for you been enough?
How have you been or are you being tempted by the false promises
of the world?
Review the "ism list, which “ism” are you most often tempted to fall
into? What comfort/false promise does this fulfill for you?
Deceptive: False presentation of itself
Babylon was a big beautiful thriving city but it was built on cruelty
and oppression; has there ever been an incident where God revealed
a hypocrisy to you?
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OUR RESPONSE
Jesus was talking to the Church, they were falling under
the influence and Jesus was warning them to COME OUT;
get out from under the influence of the “spirit of
Babylon” - live faithfully (Join the Resistance - follow
Daniel’s lead; book of Daniel).
Are there areas in your life where God may be
convicting you to COME OUT? What are they? What
does faithful living in that area look like? Who can
you call on to hold you accountable to stay out?
Wrong responses: attacking, abandoning, absorbing;
which of these do you find yourself doing most often? In
what ways can you begin to be intentional about
responding differently?

"Be Christ's faithful presence
within the culture. We come
from another culture and
Babylon needs the hope and
rescue we bring."
Tommy Clayton, Pastor
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OUR ESCAPE
Combat deception with Truth! “Be a lifelong learner of the Bible”
The first step of knowing the truth is to read it; what keeps you from
consistently reading in your Bible? What is one step that you can
take to form a habit of reading?
Gracelife Opportunities to help you with this:
D-groups, Community Groups, Women/Men Knowing God
(contact@gracelifeflorida.com)
Combat Seduction with the Gospel!
Allow the music of the Gospel drown out the temptations of the world.
How do you incorporate the Gospel into your life daily and in each
area of your life? In what areas do you need to start playing music
(i.e. marriage, parenting, in your work, friendships, self image, etc)?
How are you living out the Gospel so that others can see that you are
living differently than the world?

Then I heard another voice from
heaven saying, "Come out of her, my
people, lest you take part in her sins,
lest you share in her plagues
Revelation 18:4
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REJOICE!

Babylon will be judged and New Jerusalem will come!!

Babylon

The great prostitute (Rev 17:1)
The great city of Earth (Rev 17:18)
Purple & Scarlet clothing represents wealth
(Rev 17:4)
Sinful Deeds (Rev 18:5-6)
Gold, Jewels, and pearls through corrupt
commerce (Rev 17:4; 18:12, 16)
Kings commit immorality and weep (Rev 18:9)
A haunt for everything unclean (Rev 18:2)
The nations deceived (Rev 18:23)
Woe and destruction (Rev 18:10)
Call to come out (Rev 18:4)

New Jerusalem

The wife of the Lamb (Rev 21:9)
The holy city from Heaven (Rev 21:2, 10)
White fine linen represents purity (Rev 19:8)
Righteous Deeds (Rev 19:8)
Heavenly Jewels, gold and pearls reflect
God's glory (Rev 21:11,18, 21)
Kings bring glory into the city (Rev 21:24)
Nothing unclean will enter (Rev 21:27)
The nations healed (Rev 22:2)
Blessing and Life (Rev 22:14)
Call to enter (Rev 22:14)

