DIGGING
DEEPER

Engaging with the Sermon
culture Check Part 4: The heart of War (point 3)
August 16, 2020 | Galatians 2:11-16

DIGGING DEEPER

02

//

AUGUST 16, 2020

WHAT IS DIGGING DEEPER?

Two of the main pillars of Gracelife Church is gathering and growing in
which we encourage each of our attenders to be a part of a community that
gathers together with the intention of growing in Christ. However, we
understand that gathering in community is a little complicated right now.
Thankfully, during the summer our community groups take a break so that
makes things a little less complicated. We wanted to continue to provide a
way for you to dig deeper into the message whether individually, in your dgroups, or sitting around the table with your family so feel free to use
these questions as a guide for discussion for whatever kind of gathering
you feel comfortable with or as a tool for personal reflection.

INTRO: REVIEW OF CULTURE
Culture: Unspoken rules for relationships with others within a
community.
Consider your church history, what attracted you to that particular
church body? How did you feel in each of these communities? Welcomed
and safe? Watched and exhausted? Maybe seasons of both? If so, what
was different about each of those seasons?
When you get up on Sunday morning, how do you feel about church?
Excited? dreadful? So where in between? What is your motivation for
going? To keep Jesus from being angry or because you get to go and are
excited about how you will encounter God?
Tommy compared church culture to a showroom floor where you can see
what the Gospel message does - What are some real life applications
that demonstrate that the Gospel doctrine has moved into the heart of
the people within a church and has lived up to the promise it (Gospel
doctrine) makes of transforming lives? What does it look like when
members of the body are welcoming and walking in the light?
When is the last time you felt safe enough to “rethink your life, to
rediscover who God is, and to grow” within a church community?
Describe that experience.
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TOMMY CLAYTON
"Culture is much bigger than good coffee, an
A/C that works and even the types of music that
they sing: its driven , shaped and empowered by
a message that goes from head to heart and is
relational beauty and its a place you want to be.
You'll meet God there."

AUGUST 9, 2020 RECAP
How quickly, easily and strategically
gospel culture crumbles

Galatians 1:6 “I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting him who
called you into the grace of Christ and are turning to a different gospel not that here is another one, but there are some who trouble you and
want to distort the gospel of Christ”
What other gospels have you turned to or how has your knowledge of
the gospel been distorted?
How ugly, toxic, and unwelcoming culture becomes

Peter’s fear of the “circumcision party” affected the way he
demonstrated the Gospel to those around him by making them feel
unwelcome and caused others to stumble; can you relate to Peter? Have
you ever caved under the pressure of performance in a way that
damaged relationships or caused another to stumble?
“How you treat other people matters, how you treat other people...is
really shaped by how you believe you relate to God”- how can you see
this being played out in your own life?
Performance Gospel = believing in the grace of God, that Jesus is the
messiah but also believing that to be a legit Christian you must also
________________.
What have been some of your blanks? Why is this belief so easy to
fall into?
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HOW UNIQUELY, COURAGEOUSLY,
AND ENDLESSLY WE MUST FIGHT
We must constantly fight to believe the good news in
our own hearts as the “Gospel doctrine protects,
preserves and confronts the culture when it steps out of
line”.
What are some of the strategies you use to ensure
that you are fighting to believe the Gospel in your
own heart?
Paul uses the Gospel to put Peter in his place - in the
arms of Christ and reminds him of who he is in Christ
and to Christ; has anyone ever confronted you this way?
Does this example change how you will confront people
in the future?
Deep and radical insecurities and acting out occur
because we are searching for justification (the need for
acceptance and belonging) in the wrong places; where
have you been searching for justification outside of
Christ?
The Gospel says we are justified by faith alone and
Christ alone; you are accepted by God in Christ apart
from…
What is your apart from? What is it that keeps you
from fully trusting in this justification?

"Justification by faith alone is the truth of the Gospel. It is
also the principle article of all Christian doctrine, wherein
the knowledge of all godliness consists. Most necessary it
is, therefore, that we should know this article well, teach it
to others, and beat it into our heads continually"
Martin Luther
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HOW UNIQUELY, COURAGEOUSLY, &
ENDLESSLY WE MUST FIGHT CONTINUED
Obedience does not equal justification (Galatians 2:15) and Galatians
demonstrates this as it teaches us about order:
Correct: Believe, Saved, Obey - obedience is done out of gratitude,
pleasure, and joy
Incorrect: Believe, Obey, Saved - obedience is guilt driven and to
relieve the pressure of hoping to do enough to be saved.
Which order do you see yourself following most often? How does
this affect your view of God? Your relationship with him? Are you
relying on anything other than faith in the finished work of Christ
to be saved?
“You aren’t enough...and that’s okay. He is enough and when you believe
that and know that you are welcome based on His performance, not yours
the pressure is off.”
How does it make you feel to know that as long as you believe, you no
longer have to rely on your own performance but on Christ’s? How
does this change your relationship with God from what you stated
above? How will this new perspective affect your relationships with
others?
Worldly justification is an endless quest that will crush you but here’s the
good news - Jesus was crushed for us, we are justified through Him and
our identity is secure. Our security and identity is in Jesus so REJOICE!
Through faith our quest is over!!

Yet we know that a person is not justified by works of
the law but through faith in Jesus Christ, so we also
have believed in Christ Jesus, in order to be justified by
faith in Christ and not by works of the law, because by
works of the law no one will be justified
Galatians 2:16

