
Jesus’ Ministry and Example with Women 

 

Women were Deemed Worthy of Jesus’ Redemption and Salvation 

 

Read John 4:1-42 together and discuss the following questions: 

 

What are some observations you can make about Jesus’ encounter with the Samaritan woman? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How does Jesus’ offer to this woman in John 4:10, 14 provide evidence that women in general 

are worthy to participate in His redemptive mission? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In John 4:28-30, the Samaritan woman does something unusual in that culture and for her 

social status. How does she contribute to Jesus’ glory and reputation? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How did Jesus’ treatment of the Samaritan woman contrast others’ treatment of her (the other 

women in the town, the disciples, religious leaders)? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What conclusions can you draw about Jesus’ view of women from this encounter? 

 

  



Jesus’ Ministry and Example with Women 

 

Women were Called to be Disciples: 

 

Read the following excerpt: 

“Discipleship in the ancient world was a diverse phenomenon. Within the Greco-Roman world, 

a disciple could be an apprentice of a craftsman, a pupil of a teacher, an adherent of a 

particular culture or lifestyle, or a committed follower of a philosopher or religious figure. . . But 

Jesus’ saving activity initiates a unique form of discipleship. Jesus’ disciples are all those who 

have responded to His call to salvation. The crowd of people, including both men and women, 

are those to whom Jesus extends an invitation to salvation. As a person in the crowd responds 

positively and accepts Jesus as the Messianic Savior, he or she comes out of the crowd to 

become a disciple of Jesus. On one occasion, Jesus was requested by His mother and brothers 

to come outside the house where He was speaking to the crowds”
1
 

 

Read His reply in Matt. 12:48-50 

 

 

What are the implications of Jesus using the term “sister and mother” in the above passage? 

 

 

 

 

 

Read how Luke links the word for disciple with believers and church. Note below who is 

included in these passages: 

Acts 6:1-7 

Acts 9:10, 36
2
 

Acts 16:1 

Acts 5:14 

Acts 8:3 

 

 

What conclusions can you draw about Jesus’ form of discipleship and his inclusion of women in 

that call? (Read  
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Jesus’ Ministry and Example with Women 

 

Women Joined Jesus on His Ministry Team: 

 

Read Luke 8:1-3. What observations can you make about this ministry trip? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Read the following commentary from Mike Wilkins regarding the details of this passage: 

 

Being “with Jesus”: 

“The women mentioned here are parallel with the Twelve in the grammatical structure. The 

Twelve are ‘with Jesus,’ as are also the women. The phrase ‘with Him’ (sun auto) is a technical 

expression in Luke’s gospel (cf. Luke 8:38; 9:18; 22:56), indicating much more than mere 

immediate presence; it indicates the discipleship of both the Twelve and the women. . .  The 

wording in the Luke 8:1-3 passage indicates that these women were themselves disciples of 

Jesus who joined Jesus and the Twelve on a mission.”
3
 

 

Being on Jesus’ supporting team: 

“Jesus alone is the One who is ‘proclaiming and preaching the kingdom of God’. . . Although 

Jewish parallels can be found for women supporting rabbis and their disciples out of their own 

money, property or foodstuffs, they were not considered disciples of the rabbis, and there is no 

evidence of them traveling around with a rabbi and his disciples.”
4
 

 

To serve: 

“Although they were not involved in the actual proclamation, it is unwarranted to imply that 

the term serve (diakoneo) indicates that these women accompanied Jesus and the Twelve 

simply to cook and clean for them. The expression ‘serve’ comes to have much more significant 

connotations in Jesus’ ministry than simply ‘waiting on tables.’ ‘To serve’ encapsulates Jesus’ 

entire redemptive purpose for coming to earth (Matt. 20:28; Mark 10:45), and it will 

characterize both the mission of the apostles (1 Cor. 4:1) and the calling of the disciples in the 

early church (cf. Luke 22:24-27; Gal. 5:13). It also indicates here that instead of simply providing 

for the economic well-being of Jesus’ mission, ‘these women are far more intimately caught up 

in the enterprise in which Jesus is engaged.’”
5
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Based on the culture of that day and the people that came to listen to Jesus and be healed by 

Him, what type of ministry do you think these women might have had with Jesus? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What barriers did Jesus break down by including these particular women in His ministry 

endeavors? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What messages do you think this communicated to the Twelve who later become the Apostles 

and the early Church? 

 

 

  



Jesus’ Ministry and Example with Women 

 

Women as Witnesses to the Death and Resurrection of Jesus: 

 

Read the following passages describing Jesus’ Death and Burial and note the role of women: 

Matt. 27:55-61 

Mark 15:41-47 

Luke 23:55; 24:10 

 

Read the following passages describing Jesus’ Resurrection and note the role of women: 

Matt. 28:1-10 

Mark 16:1-7 

Luke 24:1-8 

John 20:1-18 

 

 

An insight on the credibility of women as legal witnesses: 

“Many scholars consider God’s choice of women as the first witnesses to be one of the bedrock 

truths of the Resurrection narratives and of the historicity of the Resurrection itself. . . the 

testimony of the women to Jesus’ resurrection could either be rejected out of hand or at least 

considered shaky.”
6
 

 

 

How do women play an important role in validating the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Put this together with the original intent from Gen. 1:26-28 that man and woman be co-

laborers. How did Jesus restore women to the original design God had in the Garden of Eden? 
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