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Welcome - 

 We are so glad you are here, whether in person or online! If you 
 have any questions about Grace, please do not hesitate to ask. 
 Connection Cards are placed on the back of seats and on our  web
 site to help us get to know you better and to answer any questions 
 you might have. 
 

For Children - 

Bulletins & Children’s Church: We have provided activity bags in 
the foyer complete with an age-appropriate sermon outline to help 
them follow along. Also, Children’s Church is available during the 
worship service for kids age 3—1st grade. The worship leader will 
dismiss them at the appropriate time.  
 
Nursery: Nursery is available throughout the worship time for 
children, birth through three years old, in the back of the building 
in room 114.  

  
Extra Help for Parents - 

Should you need to step out with your child, there is a nursing moth-
ers room in the back of the building to the left. Audio of the service is 
available in the foyer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grace is a congregation of the  

Presbyterian Church in America. 

Guiding People from Curious to Mission 

through the Gospel and Community 



Meditation 
 

"Isaiah is thinking of a little boy, born in obscurity more than 2,000 years 
ago now, with no status but lineage in a failed ancient dynasty."  

 
- Ray Ortlund 

 
 

There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse,  
and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit. 

 
- Isaiah 11:1 

 

 
Welcome  

 

Please silence your cell phones. Take a moment to fill out the  
Connection Card and place it in the offering box as you exit the sanctuary.  

 
 
Prelude 
 
 
Prayer of Invocation 
 

 
 
 
 

Worship Leader: Rev. Mike McLaughlin 



Call to Worship†                             Isaiah 40:3, 5 
 
Leader:  A voice cries: 
 
Congregation:  “In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD; 
make straight in the desert a highway for our God.  
 
Leader: And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all flesh 
shall see it together, for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.”  
 
 
Congregational Songs of Praise†  

 
O Come All Ye Faithful 

 
O come all ye faithful, Joyful and triumphant, O come ye O come ye to 
Bethlehem; Come and behold Him, Born the King of angels; 
 
Chorus: 
O come let us adore Him, O come let us adore Him, O come let us 
adore Him, Christ the Lord. 
 
Sing, choirs of angels, Sing in exultation, O sing, all ye citizens of heav'n 
above; Glory to God, all glory in the highest; 
 
Chorus 
 
Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, Born this happy morning, Jesus, to Thee be all 
glory giv'n; Word of the Father, Now in flesh appearing; 
 
Chorus 
 
 
Advent Reading and Candle Lighting 
 

Mark Machado 
 



Once in Royal David's City 

 
Once in royal David’s city stood a lowly cattle shed, Where a mother laid her 
baby in a manger for His bed. Mary was that mother mild, Jesus Christ her 
little child. 
 
He came down to earth from heaven, who is God and Lord of all, And His 
shelter was a stable and His cradle was a stall, With the poor and mean and 
lowly, lived on earth our Savior holy. 
 
And our eyes at last shall see Him through His own redeeming love, For that 
child so dear and gentle is our Lord in heav’n above, And He leads His chil-
dren on to the place where He has gone. 
 
 
Prayer of Adoration† 

 

 
The Lord’s Prayer† 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. Lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the king-
dom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Scripture Reading                            Genesis 3:4–6 
 
But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die. For God knows 
that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, 
knowing good and evil.” So when the woman saw that the tree was good for 
food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired 
to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her 
husband who was with her, and he ate.   
 
 
Corporate Confession            
 
Father of mercies, we confess that we have sinned against you. By your 
Holy Spirit, come and work repentance into our hearts. Help us to see 
you as you are: with outstretched arms, a loving heart, and power to 
save. Help us to see Jesus, the friend of sinners, and to follow him 
more faithfully. As we have received him, so strengthen us to walk in 
him, depend on him, commune with him, and be conformed to him. 
Give us an experience of your grace that makes us bold for others, that 
we might joyfully tell our friends and neighbors of your saving mercy. 
Amen. 
 
 
Silent Confession 
 
 
Assurance of God’s Pardon                                                        Revelation 2:7 
 
He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To the 
one who conquers I will grant to eat of the tree of life, which is in the paradise 
of God. 
 
 



Song of Assurance†  
 

Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence 
 

Let all mortal flesh keep silence, And with fear and trembling stand; 
Ponder nothing worldly minded, For with blessing in His hand;  
Christ our God, To earth descendeth, Our full homage to demand. 
 
King of kings yet born of Mary, As of old on earth He stood; Lord of lords in 
human vesture, In the body and the blood; He will give to all the faithful, 
His own self for heav'nly food. 
 
Rank on rank the host of heaven, Spreads its vanguard on the way; As the 
Light of light descendeth, From the realms of endless day; That the pow'rs  
of hell may vanish, As the darkness clears away. 
 
At His feet the six winged seraph, Cherubim with sleepless eye, Veil their 
faces to the Presence, As with ceaseless voice they cry, Alleluia, alleluia,  
alleluia, Lord Most High. 
 
 
Children’s Church 
Children three years old through first grade are invited to come  forward and participate in a 
worship time specially designed for them. If you would prefer, your children are also welcome 
to stay in the service with you. 

 
 
Pastoral Prayer 
 
 
Giving of Our Tithes & Offerings 
You may give your offering by using the “give” button online at www.gracepca.net or those  
worshipping in person may give their gift in the offering box by the sanctuary exit to the foyer.  

 
 



Special Music 
 

O Children Come! 
Choir 

 
 
Sermon 
 

“The Blessed Trees” 

Genesis 1:28-31 
Jake Mundle 

 
 
The Lord’s Supper 
You will be dismissed by row in which you will walk to the front, pick up your cup/wafer, and 
take it back to your seat. Please hold on to your cup where you can dispose of it in the trash re-
ceptacles as you exit the sanctuary. Grace Presbyterian Church welcomes all baptized Christians 
who are willing to forsake their sin and trust Jesus Christ for salvation, and who are members of 
congregations that proclaim the gospel, to receive Holy Communion with us.  

 
 
The Bread and The Cup 
 

There Blooms a Rose in Bethlehem 

 
There blooms a rose in Bethlehem, From tender stem hath sprung 
Of Jesse's line this flower grows, As men of old have sung 
Isaiah told us long ago, About this rose we'd find 
In virgin arms we shall behold, The Savior of mankind. 
 
This flow'r in bloom a scent so sweet, That greets us in the air 
It has dispelled with hopefulness, The sting of death's despair 
Foretold this rose was born to die, But would not see decay 
So those who place their faith in Him, Shall blossom from the grave. 
 



Song of Response†  
 

Sing We the Song of Emmanuel 

 
Sing we the song of Emmanuel, This the Christ who was long foretold;  
Lo in the shadows of Bethlehem, Promise of dawn now our eyes behold. 
 
Chorus: 
God Most High in a manger laid, Lift your voices and now proclaim, 
Great and glorious Love has come to us, Join now with the hosts of 
heaven. 
 
Come we to welcome Emmanuel, King who came with no crown or throne; 
Helpless He lay the Invincible, Maker of Mary now Mary’s son. 
 
Chorus:  
O what wisdom to save us all, Shepherds sages before Him fall,  
Grace and majesty what humility, Come on bended knee adore Him. 
 
Go spread the news of Emmanuel, Joy and peace for the weary heart; 
Lift up your heads for your King has come, Sing for the Light overwhelms 
the dark. 
  
Chorus: 
Glory shining for all to see, Hope alive let the gospel ring, God has 
made a way He will have the praise, Tell the world His name is Jesus. 
 
 
Benediction† 



28 And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and 

fill the earth and subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of the sea and 

over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the 

earth.” 29 And God said, “Behold, I have given you every plant yielding seed 

that is on the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit. You 

shall have them for food. 30 And to every beast of the earth and to every bird 

of the heavens and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that 

has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.” And it was 

so. 31 And God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very 

good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.  

GENESIS 1:28-31 



SERMON NOTES 



COMMUNITY GROUP QUESTIONS 

Opening Question 
1. What memories do you have of Christmas Trees? What sort of feelings 
do they bring up for you or your family?  
 
 
Study Questions 
Read Genesis 1:28-31 
2. Apart from the Garden of Eden, what are some of the significant times 
that a tree is mentioned in the Bible? Do you think there is a reason why 
trees are so significant in the story of God’s people? 
 
 
3. Many claim that the Christmas tree, and perhaps even Christmas itself, 
is just Christians borrowing from a pagan holiday. What would you say to 
someone claiming this? Would that mean we shouldn’t celebrate Christ-
mas? 
 
 
4. What is significant about the Tree of Life being in the Garden of Eden at 
the beginning of all things (Gen. 2) as well as the New Heavens and the 
New Earth at the end of all things (Rev. 22)? What does this mean for 
God’s plan for all things  
 
 
Application 
5. How might this small study of trees impact your view of the Christmas 
tree in your home this year? How can the tree help us to focus our mind 
and heart on Jesus? 



FINANCIALS 

 O Come All Ye Faithful CCLI Song # 31054, C. Frederick Oakeley | John Francis Wade © Words: Public Domain, Music: Public Domain; Once in 
Royal David's City, Text – Cecil Francis Alexander, 1848; Music – Henry J. Gauntlett, 1849, Public Domain; Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence 
CCLI Song # 1385039, Franklin Ritter | Gerard Moultrie © Words: Public Domain, Music: 1989, 1993 The Lorenz Corporation (Admin. by Music 

Services, Inc.); There Blooms a Rose in Bethlehem CCLI Song # 7031878, Neil DeGraide © 2014 Sovereign Grace Worship (Admin. by Integrity 
Music); Sing We the Song of Emmanuel  CCLI Song # 7078042, Keith Getty | Matt Boswell | Matt Papa | Stuart Townend © 2015 Getty Music 

Hymns and Songs (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.), Getty Music Publishing (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.), Love Your Enemies Publishing (Admin. 
by Music Services, Inc.), Messenger Hymns (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.), Townend Songs (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.) 

 

To make a donation on-line, go to: 
https://gracepca.churchcenter.com/giving 

 and follow the instructions.  After entering the amount and  
designation of fund if other than General, you will be offered the 
option of making the donation one-time or recurring.  You may 
then select credit card or direct ACH transfer from your bank to 

ours.  The low fee for a ACH direct electronic transfer makes that a 
preferred choice. Our PayPal link is still active and you may continue 

to use that if you prefer. 

If you are an Amazon shopper, you can help support Grace by  
using their Smile program! Just go to smile.amazon.com/ch/43-
1934240. Or just type in smile.amazon.com and look for Grace 

Presbyterian Church of St. Charles County. Every time you shop, 
you help! If you have any questions, please contact the office.  

2021 FINANCIALS October as of 10.31.21

Budget $37,984 $398,832

Received $30,942 $341,920

Total -$7,042 -$56,912

Updated information for the month of November will not be 

available until December 19. 
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