
EVENING WORSHIP SERVICE 
Sunday, January 8, 2023 

For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup,  
you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

1 Corinthians 11:26 

Prelude  

Greeting and Call to Worship* Psalm 96:1-6 
Leader: Oh sing to the LORD a new song; sing to the LORD, all the earth! Sing to the LORD, bless his 

name; tell of  his salvation from day to day. 
All: Declare his glory among the nations, his marvelous works among all the peoples! For great 

is the LORD, and greatly to be praised; he is to be feared above all gods. For all the gods of  
the peoples are worthless idols, but the LORD made the heavens. Splendor and majesty are 
before him; strength and beauty are in his sanctuary. 

Hymn* Hymn 38 
Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise 

Immortal, invisible, God only wise, 
In light inaccessible hid from our eyes, 

Most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of  Days, 
Almighty, victorious, thy great name we praise. 

Unresting, unhasting and silent as light, 
Nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in might; 
Thy justice like mountains high soaring above 

Thy clouds which are fountains of  goodness and love. 

Great Father of  glory, pure Father of  light, 
Thine angels adore thee, all veiling their sight; 
All praise we would render; O help us to see 

’Tis only the splendor of  light hideth thee! Amen. 

* Congregation is requested to stand, if  able.
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Congregational Confession of Sin 
Gracious God, we acknowledge and confess that we have erred and strayed from your ways like lost 
sheep. We have walked in darkness rather than living according to what you have revealed to us in 
your holy Word. Forgive us, we pray. Enable us by your Holy Spirit to put off  sin and to put on 
Christ. Strengthen us in our fight against sin, and empower us to act, speak, and think in ways that 
glorify you, for we ask in Jesus’ Name. Amen. 

Assurance of Forgiveness Romans 5:1-2 
Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and we 
rejoice in hope of  the glory of  God. 

Hymn Hymn 170 

Fairest Lord Jesus 

Fairest Lord Jesus, Ruler of  all nature, 
Son of  God and Son of  Man! 

Thee will I cherish, thee will I honor, 
Thou, my soul’s glory, joy, and crown. 

Fair are the meadows, fair are the woodlands, 
Robed in the blooming garb of  spring: 

Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer, 
Who makes the woeful heart to sing. 

Fair is the sunshine, fair is the moonlight, 
And all the twinkling, starry host: 

Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer 
Than all the angels heav’n can boast. 

Beautiful Savior! Lord of  the nations! 
Son of  God and Son of  Man! 

Glory and honor, praise, adoration, 
Now and forevermore be thine. Amen.
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Scripture Reading* Mark 4:1-20 

Hymn Hymn 466 

I Sought the Lord, and Afterward I Knew 

I sought the Lord, and afterward I knew 
He moved my soul to seek him, seeking me; 

It was not I that found, O Savior true; 
No, I was found of  thee. 

Thou didst reach forth thy hand and mine enfold; 
I walked and sank not on the storm-vexed sea— 

’Twas not so much that I on thee took hold, 
As thou, dear Lord, on me. 

I find, I walk, I love, but O the whole 
Of  love is but my answer, Lord, to thee; 

For thou wert long beforehand with my soul, 
Always thou lovedst me. Amen. 
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Prayer 

Sermon The Spirit-Empowered Witness Believes Pastor Ben Muresan 
 in God’s Sovereign Election 
           Acts 13:42 - 14:7 
  

Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 

Hymn* Hymn 695 
By Grace I Am an Heir of Heaven 

By grace I am an heir of  heaven: 
Why doubt this, O my trembling heart? 
If  what the Scriptures promise clearly 

Is true and firm in ev’ry part, 
This also must be truth divine: 

By grace a crown of  life is mine. 

By grace alone shall I inherit 
That blissful home beyond the skies. 

Works count for naught, the Lord incarnate 
Has won for me the heav’nly prize. 
Salvation by his death he wrought, 
His grace alone my pardon bought. 

By grace! These precious words remember 
When sorely by your sins oppressed, 
When Satan comes to vex your spirit, 

When troubled conscience sighs for rest; 
What reason cannot comprehend, 
God does to you by grace extend. 

By grace! Be this in death my comfort; 
Despite my fears, ’tis well with me. 
I know my sin in all its greatness, 
But also him who sets me free. 

My heart to naught but joy gives place 
Since I am saved by grace, by grace. Amen. 

Benediction*  

Congregational Benediction Response* (Sung to STUTTGART [Hymn 5]) 
Honor, glory, might, and merit, be to God and God alone! 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, One in Three and Three in One. Amen.
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