WORSHIP SERVICE
Sunday, January 3, 2021

This is the day that the LORD has made;
let us rejoice and be glad in it.
Psalm 118:24
Prelude
Welcome and Announcements

ENTERING INTO WORSHIP
Greeting and Blessing*
Responsive Reading*

Psalm 31:15-24 (p. 795 in the Trinity Hymnal)

My times are in your hands; deliver me from my enemies and from those who pursue me.
Let your face shine on your servant; save me in your unfailing love.
Let me not be put to shame, O LORD, for I have cried out to you; but let the wicked be put to
shame and lie silent in the grave.
Let their lying lips be silenced, for with pride and contempt they speak arrogantly
against the righteous.
How great is your goodness, which you have stored up for those who fear you,
which you bestow in the sight of men on those who take refuge in you.
In the shelter of your presence you hide them from the intrigues of men;
in your dwelling you keep them safe from accusing tongues.
Praise be to the LORD, for he showed his wonderful love to me when I was in a besieged city.
In my alarm I said, “I am cut off from your sight!”
Yet you heard my cry for mercy when I called to you for help.
Love the LORD, all his saints!
The LORD preserves the faithful, but the proud he pays back in full.
Be strong and take heart, all you who hope in the LORD.
* Congregation is requested to stand, if able.

1

Hymn 30

Hymn of Preparation*
Our God, Our Help in Ages Past

Our God, our help in ages past, our hope for years to come,
Our shelter from the stormy blast, and our eternal home.
Under the shadow of your throne your saints have dwelt secure;
Sufficient is your arm alone, and our defense is sure.
Before the hills in order stood, or earth received her frame,
From everlasting you are God, to endless years the same.
A thousand ages in your sight are like an evening gone;
Short as the watch that ends the night before the rising sun.
The busy tribes of flesh and blood, with all their lives and cares,
Are carried downward by your flood, and lost in foll’wing years.
Time, like an ever-rolling stream, bears all its sons away;
They fly forgotten, as a dream dies at the op’ning day.
Our God, our help in ages past, our hope for years to come,
O be our guard while troubles last, and our eternal home. Amen.
Congregational Confession of Sin
Leader:

Father, we come before you to acknowledge our sin, because if we say we have no sin, we
deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

All:

We confess that though you have been faithful, we have been unfaithful. We have sinned
against you by breaking your commandments and by not doing the good works that bring
you glory and honor.

Leader:

Forgive us, we pray. Apart from Christ we could never stand in your presence. Yet in him
you have called us to draw near, and so we boldly approach your throne of grace that we
may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.

All:

Give us a growing desire to joyfully serve you and one another as we follow Christ, who
lives and reigns with you in unity with the Holy Spirit, one God, forever. Amen.

Private Confession of Our Sins

Colossians 2:13-14
And you, who were dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made alive
together with him, having forgiven us all our trespasses, by canceling the record of debt that stood
against us with its legal demands. This he set aside, nailing it to the cross.
Assurance of Forgiveness
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ADORATION AND PRAISE
Jeremiah 31:31-34

First Reading*

Hymn 32

Congregational Response
Great Is Thy Faithfulness

Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father; there is no shadow of turning with thee;
Thou changest not, thy compassions, they fail not; as thou hast been thou forever wilt be.
Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness! Morning by morning new mercies I see:
All I have needed thy hand hath provided—Great is thy faithfulness, Lord unto me!
Summer and winter and springtime and harvest, sun, moon, and stars in their courses above,
Join with all nature in manifold witness to thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love.
Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness! Morning by morning new mercies I see:
All I have needed thy hand hath provided—Great is thy faithfulness, Lord unto me!
Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide,
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside!
Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness! Morning by morning new mercies I see:
All I have needed thy hand hath provided—Great is thy faithfulness, Lord unto me! Amen.

3

Confession of Faith

The Westminster Shorter Catechism

Q. 1.
A.

What is the chief end of man?
Man’s chief end is to glorify God, and to enjoy him forever.

Q. 2.
A.

What rule has God given to direct us how we may glorify and enjoy him?
The Word of God, which is contained in the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments,
is the only rule to direct us how we may glorify and enjoy him.

Q. 3.
A.

What do the Scriptures principally teach?
The Scriptures principally teach what man is to believe concerning God, and what duty
God requires of man.

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Stewardship
Doxology*

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heavenly host: praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
Lord’s Prayer*

Our Father, who art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy Name.
Thy Kingdom come.
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.
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Hymn 731

THE WORD AND SACRAMENT
Hebrews 10:1-25

Second Reading*
Congregational Response (Psalm of the Month)

Hymn 684

My Times Are in Thy Hand

My times are in thy hand;
My God, I wish them there;
My life, my friends, my soul, I leave
Entirely to thy care.
My times are in thy hand;
Whatever they may be;
Pleasing or painful, dark or bright,
As best may seem to thee.
My times are in thy hand;
Why should I doubt or fear?
My Father’s hand will never cause
His child a needless tear.
My times are in thy hand;
Jesus the Crucified;
Those hands my cruel sins had pierced
Are now my guard and guide. Amen.
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Pastoral Prayer

Pastor Clayton Willis

Sermon

“Equipped for a New Year”
Hebrews 10:19-25

GOD’S BLESSING ON HIS PEOPLE
Hymn 642

Hymn of Thanksgiving*
Be Thou My Vision

Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart;
Naught be all else to me, save that thou art—
Thou my best thought by day or by night,
Waking or sleeping, thy presence my light.
Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true word;
I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord;
Thou my great Father, I thy true son;
Thou in me dwelling, and I with thee one.
Be thou my battle shield, sword for my fight;
Be thou my dignity, thou my delight,
Thou my soul’s shelter, thou my high tow’r:
Raise thou me heav’n-ward, O Pow’r of my pow’r.
Riches I heed not, nor man’s empty praise,
Thou mine inheritance, now and always:
Thou and thou only, first in my heart,
High King of heaven, my treasure thou art.
High King of heaven, my victory won,
May I reach heaven’s joys, O bright heav’n’s Sun!
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall,
Still be my vision, O Ruler of all. Amen.
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Benediction*
Congregational Benediction Response*

(Sung to STUTTGART [Hymn 5])

Honor, glory, might, and merit,
Be to God and God alone!
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
One in Three and Three in One. Amen.
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SERMON NOTES
“Equipped for a New Year”
Hebrews 10:19-25

1. God has given us good gifts in Christ. (vv. 19-22)
2. We are to exercise these gifts in service to God and the church. (vv. 23-25)
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LORD’S DAY DEVOTION AND QUESTIONS
The gifts of God to his children are extravagant and numerous! Though we might be thankful to
God for the many ways he provides for us each and every day, we often take them for granted and
are not as appreciative as we ought to be. Because of our sin and rebellion, we deserve nothing, yet
in his mercy he provides an abundance.
As we make plans for serving God in 2021, we are shown in Hebrews 10 that God has given us
great gifts which enable us to serve him, live obediently, and minister to our neighbors.
1. Read Hebrews 10:19-25. Why can we enter into God’s presence with confidence? How does
the author of Hebrews use imagery from the temple to illustrate what God has done for us in
Christ?
2. In vv. 19-21 the author of Hebrews makes factual statements about our current standing
before God in Christ. Notice that he says “we have confidence” (v. 19), and “we have a great
high priest” (v. 21). Since we have these things in Christ, what should our response be
according to vv. 22-25? Are we able to do these things apart from Christ?
3. What are some practical ways you can draw near to God (v. 22), hold fast the confession of
your hope (v. 23), stir up one another to good works (v. 24), and encourage one another (v. 25)?
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HOME WORSHIP GUIDE
The daily reading schedule follows the One Year Bible Reading Plan.
Use our church directory to pray for an individual or family each day.
Monday, January 4

Scripture: Genesis 8:1 - 10:32; Matthew 4:12-25; Psalm 4:1-8; Proverbs 1:20-23
Catechism: The Westminster Confession of Faith: Chapter 3
Pray for: Our federal, state, and local government leaders.
Tuesday, January 5

Scripture: Genesis 11:1 - 13:4; Matthew 5:1-26; Psalm 5:1-12; Proverbs 1:24-28
Catechism: The Westminster Shorter Catechism: Q/A 87
Pray for: Our military, police, fire, and medical personnel.
Wednesday, January 6

Scripture: Genesis 13:5 - 15:21; Matthew 5:27-48; Psalm 6:1-10; Proverbs 1:29-33
Catechism: The Westminster Shorter Catechism: Q/A 88
Pray for: Our covenant children and Christian military chaplains.
The churches in Armenia and persecuted Christians.
Thursday, January 7

Scripture: Genesis 16:1 - 18:15; Matthew 6:1-24; Psalm 7:1-17; Proverbs 2:1-5
Catechism: The Westminster Shorter Catechism: Q/A 89
Pray for: Our Elders, Deacons, Women’s Ministry, & the PCA.
Friday, January 8

Scripture: Genesis 18:16 - 19:38; Matthew 6:25 - 7:14; Psalm 8:1-9; Proverbs 2:6-15
Catechism: The Westminster Shorter Catechism: Q/A 90
Pray for: Our members who have ongoing health needs.
Saturday, January 9

Scripture: Genesis 20:1 - 22:24; Matthew 7:15-29; Psalm 9:1-12; Proverbs 2:16-22
Catechism: The Westminster Shorter Catechism: Q/A 91
Pray for: The preaching and for our Sunday School teachers.
Sunday, January 10

Scripture: Genesis 23:1 - 24:51; Matthew 8:1-17; Psalm 9:13-20; Proverbs 3:1-6
Catechism: The Westminster Shorter Catechism: Q/A 92
Pray for: Our worship this morning.

MISSIONS CORNER
Pray for our missionaries. Their prayer requests are sent out through the Prayer Chain
and their newsletters are published in Grace Notes as they become available.
Ray & Michele Call | Presbyterian Church in Belize
rcall@mtwsa.org; mcall@mtwsa.org
Karl & Sun Dahlfred | OMF International in Thailand
dahlfred@gmail.com
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