WORSHIP SERVICE
Sunday, February 23, 2020

Congregational Confession of Sin

For I, the LORD your God, hold your right hand;
it is I who say to you, “Fear not, I am the one who helps you.”
Isaiah 41:13

Leader:

Our strong and faithful God, we come before you acknowledging that you are light and
that in you there is no darkness at all. We humble ourselves before your great majesty and
confess that we have sinned and done what is evil in your sight.

All:

Our sins are shameful to us and offensive to you. All the wrongs we have done testify
against us. Have mercy on us, O God, according to your steadfast love and faithfulness.

Leader:

Forgive us, we pray, and fill us with your Holy Spirit. Cause us to continue in the faith,
stable and steadfast, not shifting from the hope of the Gospel.

All:

We ask all this through the merit and mediation of our Savior, Jesus Christ, who lives and
reigns with you in unity with the Holy Spirit, one God, forever. Amen.

Prelude
Welcome and Announcements

ENTERING INTO WORSHIP
Greeting and Blessing*
Responsive Reading*

Psalm 18:25-36 (p. 789)

Hymn of Preparation*

Hymn 32
Great Is Thy Faithfulness

Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father;
There is no shadow of turning with thee;
Thou changest not, thy compassions, they fail not;
As thou hast been thou forever wilt be.
Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness!
Morning by morning new mercies I see:
All I have needed thy hand hath provided—
Great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me!
Summer and winter and springtime and harvest,
Sun, moon, and stars in their courses above,
Join with all nature in manifold witness
To thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love.
Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth,
Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide,
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow,
Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside!

* Congregation is requested to stand, if able.

Private Confession of Our Sins

Acts 10:42-43
And he commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one appointed by God
to be judge of the living and the dead. To him all the prophets bear witness that everyone who
believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.

Assurance of Forgiveness

ADORATION AND PRAISE
2 Kings 5

First Reading*
Congregational Response (Hymn of the Month)
I Sought the Lord, and Afterward I Knew

I sought the Lord, and afterward I knew
He moved my soul to seek him, seeking me;
It was not I that found, O Savior true;
No, I was found of thee.
Thou didst reach forth thy hand and mine enfold;
I walked and sank not on the storm-vexed sea—
’Twas not so much that I on thee took hold,
As thou, dear Lord, on me.
I find, I walk, I love, but O the whole
Of love is but my answer, Lord, to thee;
For thou wert long beforehand with my soul,
Always thou lovedst me. Amen.

Hymn 466

Confession of Faith

The Nicene Creed (p. 846)

We believe in one God, the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of his Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God,
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father;
by whom all things were made;
who for us and for our salvation came down from heaven,
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary, and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered and was buried; and the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures,
and ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father;
and he shall come again, with glory, to judge both the living and the dead;
whose kingdom shall have no end.
And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son;
who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified;
who spoke by the prophets;
and we believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church;
we acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins;
and we look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Stewardship
Tithes and Offerings
Doxology*

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heavenly host: praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
Lord’s Prayer*

Our Father, who art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy Name.
Thy Kingdom come.
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

Hymn 731

THE WORD AND SACRAMENT
Luke 4:16-44

Second Reading*
Congregational Response (Psalm of the Month [based on Psalm 102:17-27])
Great God, How Infinite Art Thou!

Great God, how infinite art thou!
How poor and weak are we!
Let the whole race of creatures bow,
And pay their praise to thee.
Thy throne eternal ages stood,
Ere seas or stars were made:
Thou art the ever-living God,
Were all the nations dead.
Eternity, with all its years,
Stands present in thy view;
To thee there’s nothing old appears;
To thee there’s nothing new.
Our lives through various scenes are drawn,
And vexed with trifling cares;
While thine eternal thought moves on
Thine undisturbed affairs.
Great God, how infinite art thou!
How poor and weak are we!
Let the whole race of creatures bow,
And pay their praise to thee. Amen.

Hymn 27

Pastoral Prayer (based on Mark 10:45)
Sermon

“The Fourth Sign: Healing the Disabled”
John 5:1-18
Celebration of the Lord’s Supper
Man of Sorrows! What a Name

Man of Sorrows! what a name
For the Son of God, who came
Ruined sinners to reclaim:
Hallelujah! what a Savior!
Bearing shame and scoffing rude,
In my place condemned he stood,
Sealed my pardon with his blood:
Hallelujah! what a Savior!
Guilty, vile, and helpless, we;
Spotless Lamb of God was he;
Full atonement! can it be?
Hallelujah! what a Savior!
Lifted up was he to die,
“It is finished!” was his cry;
Now in heav’n exalted high:
Hallelujah! what a Savior!
When he comes, our glorious King,
All his ransomed home to bring,
Then anew this song we’ll sing:
Hallelujah! what a Savior! Amen.

Pastor Ben Muresan

Hymn 246

SERMON NOTES
GOD’S BLESSING ON HIS PEOPLE
“The Fourth Sign: Healing the Disabled”

Hymn 500

Hymn of Thanksgiving*

John 5:1-18

Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me

Rock of Ages, cleft for me, let me hide myself in thee;
Let the water and the blood, from thy riven side which flowed,
Be of sin the double cure, cleanse me from its guilt and pow’r.
Not the labors of my hands can fulfill thy law’s demands;
Could my zeal no respite know, could my tears forever flow,
All for sin could not atone; thou must save, and thou alone.
Nothing in my hand I bring, simply to thy cross I cling;
Naked, come to thee for dress; helpless, look to thee for grace;
Foul, I to the Fountain fly; wash me, Savior, or I die.
While I draw this fleeting breath, when mine eyelids close in death,
When I soar to worlds unknown, see thee on thy judgment throne,
Rock of Ages, cleft for me, let me hide myself in thee. Amen.
Benediction*
Congregational Benediction Response*

May the peace of God, our heav’nly Father,
And the grace of Christ, the risen Son,
And the fellowship of God, the Spirit
Keep our hearts and minds within his love.
And to him be praise for his glorious reign;
From the depths of earth to the heights of heaven
We declare the name of the Lamb once slain—
Christ eternal, the King of kings.
May this peace which passes understanding,
And this grace which makes us what we are,
And this fellowship of his communion,
Make us one in spirit and in heart.

“May the Peace of God”

1. The Condition
2. The Cure
3. The Caution

EVENING WORSHIP SERVICE
Prelude

Psalm 146:1-4, 7-10
Praise the LORD! Praise the LORD, O my soul! I will praise the LORD as long as I live; I
will sing praises to my God while I have my being.

Greeting and Call to Worship*
Leader:
All:

Put not your trust in princes, in a son of man, in whom there is no salvation. When his
breath departs, he returns to the earth; on that very day his plans perish. The LORD sets
the prisoners free; the LORD opens the eyes of the blind. The LORD lifts up those who are
bowed down; the LORD loves the righteous. The LORD watches over the sojourners; he
upholds the widow and the fatherless, but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin. The
LORD will reign forever, your God, O Zion, to all generations. Praise the LORD!
“The God of Abraham Praise” Hymn 34

Hymn*
Congregational Confession of Sin

Almighty God, you are rich in mercy to all those who call upon you. Hear us as we come to you
humbly confessing our sins and transgressions and imploring your mercy and forgiveness. We have
broken your holy laws by our deeds and by our words, and by the sinful affections of our hearts.
We confess before you our disobedience and ingratitude, our pride and willfulness, and all our
failures and shortcomings toward you and our neighbors. Have mercy on us, most merciful Father,
and of your great goodness grant that we may hereafter serve and please you in newness of life;
through the merit and mediation of Jesus Christ our Lord and the power of your Holy Spirt. Amen.
Ephesians 4:31-32
Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from you, along with all
malice. Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave you.
Assurance of Forgiveness

“I Need Thee, Precious Jesus” Hymn 497

Hymn

Deuteronomy 8

Scripture Reading*

“Jesus, Thou Joy of Loving Hearts” Hymn 646

Hymn
Prayer
Sermon

“Do Not Be Anxious About Tomorrow”
Matthew 6:19-34

Hymn*

Pastor Ben Muresan

“My Times Are in Thy Hand” Hymn 684

Benediction*
Congregational Benediction Response*

* Congregation is requested to stand, if able.

“All Praise to Thee” Hymn 401

