
Elder Update - 9/6/20 
Covid-19 Protocols for Sunday Gatherings 

 
Psalm 133 

Behold, how good and pleasant it is when brothers dwell in unity! 
It is like the precious oil on the head, running down on the beard, on the beard of Aaron, running down on the collar of his robes. 

It is like the dew of Hermon, which falls on the mountains of Zion! 
For there the LORD has commanded the blessing, life forevermore. (ESV) 

 
Dear Grace Church Brothers and Sisters, 
 
The elders would like to thank you for your continued patience and overwhelming support for Grace Church as well as our 
leadership during these days.  We have been greatly encouraged by your willingness to trust and follow our guidance 
even as we lead with a sense of uneasiness.  As you know, there are no perfect decisions. We are facing some of the 
most perplexing decisions that we can remember in recent history.  Nevertheless, our God has been kind to us and we 
rest in his unfailing grace!  
 
It has been the Elders’ desire to keep our focus on the work of the Gospel and to the best of our ability attend to the 
holistic health of our church body.  We understand that this is a complex and multilayered task.  Grace Church has been 
blessed in these first 15 weeks since reopening to not have an outbreak thus far.  Having said that, we strongly believe 
that diligence is required of us ALL to maintain this course. We are ALL called to seek the health of our church by serving 
the body through these uncertain circumstances.  The elders remain steadfastly focused on moving us as close as 
possible to normality in the months ahead, which includes our DNA Small Groups and Sunday Morning Bible Study. 
Navigating the decisions necessary to provide a safe gathering space for our growing church each Sunday while 
attending to the delicate balance of relationships where people are free to hold varying convictions of the non-biblical 
matters is no small feat.  Our hope is that our church family will all embrace the call to “preserve the unity of the body in 
the bond of peace.”  
 
Moving forward, the Elders will be operating on a multi-colored Phased system for our ongoing response.  

● Green- No Safety Protocols in place - All programming proceeds as Normal 
● Yellow - Social Distance Accommodated Programming with a mask requirement ONLY for egress through 

Building. 
● Orange - All restrictions for Yellow in addition to requiring a mask for all Sunday Programming inside the building 

including during worship services.  This would be implemented if we experience 2 or more (approximately 10%) 
of our families quarantined for confirmed a Covid-19 case within a 14 day period.  

● Red - All Programming moved Online for a minimum of 14 days in the event we experience an outbreak of 
Covid-19 within the church of 5 or more families. (Approximately 20% of our Sunday Morning Attendance). 

 
These phases will allow us to quickly make decisions for our church as we navigate the colder weather and the looming 
flu season.  In order to serve our church during this season, we ask all members and regularly attenders to partner with us 
in a few ways.  The members and regular attendees of Grace Church are strongly encouraged to do a health assessment 
each Sunday morning before coming to worship answering the following questions: 
 

1. Have you or a member of your family had a temperature of 100.4 in the last 48 hours? 
2. Have you or a member of your family experienced any Covid-19 Symptoms in the last 48 hours?  
3. Have you or a member of your family been diagnosed with a confirmed case of Covid-19?  
4. Have you been exposed to someone who has had a confirmed case of Covid-19 in the last 10 days? 

 
If you can answer yes to any of these questions, please take abundance of caution by not attending an in-person 
gathering but rather take advantage of our Live Stream Service.  Please note, children who exhibit flu-like symptoms or 
who have an elevated temperature of 100.4 or more will be removed from class and delivered to their parents immediately 
by our children’s volunteer team.  



 
 
 
 
 
Beginning September 13th, the Elders have chosen to proceed in programming at Phase Yellow. 
 
YELLOW PHASE: Beginning September 13 

1. Worship Spaces will be restricted to a maximum occupancy of 50% per space only allowing seating in every other 
pew..  This should allow approximately 60-70 (12-15 family units) in the Sanctuary and 50 (10-12 Family Units) in 
our Fellowship Hall/LiveStream space. Though masks are not required except for egress through the building, if 
you are at risk or desire to wear one due to personal conviction. Families of 5 or more should occupy the same 
pew or row of chairs only.  Families of 3 or less may share pews or rows at their discretion.  Each Family will be 
assigned to a worship space on a weekly basis according to their assigned Shepherd Zones (see below).  

2. Members and Regular Attending Families will be assigned to 1 of 4 Shepherding Zones led by one of our elders. 
(2) Shepherd Zones will be assigned to each worship space on a rotating basis.  This allows for maximum 
interaction among our church family over 3 weeks for worship while also giving attention to current safety 
guidance (See attachment for details on which Zone your family is assigned too).  We will share this information 
September 7th.  

a. Lafave Shepherd Zone 
b. Agnew Shepherd Zone 
c. Bradley Shepherd Zone 
d. Long Shepherd Zone.  

3. Due to the narrow passage of the hallways in our building and the steady growth in attendance over the past 15 
weeks, masks are required for egress through the building until you are seated in your classroom or in one of 
our worship spaces. This includes any travel through hallways and to restrooms.  Once you have arrived at your 
designated class or worship space, you may remove your mask.  

4. Congregating in hallways or in the cafe are strongly discouraged.  Please feel free to socialize in your designated 
classroom, worship space or outdoors before or after worship. 

5. Children 12 years and under as well as adults with breathing issues are not required to wear a mask at any time 
while on campus. 

6. On the 4th Sunday of the months of September, October November, we will have an all church OUTDOOR 
worship gathering (weather permitting).  

7. Minimal Contact for Lord’s Supper, Bulletins and Offering will continue.  
 
The elders are optimistic that we are heading in a positive direction as a church.  We ask that every member and regular 
attendee partner with us in these guidelines as we all protect the greater interests of our church together a body of Christ.  
 
Please note: we will continue to require wearing a mask in the Sanctuary Sunday, September 6th.  Our new Color System 
will go into effect September 13th. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact the elders at any time.  
 
Grace and Peace, 
 
Pastor Tom 
(On Behalf of the Elders)  
 
 

 


