
Hello Grace Church Family, 
 
On behalf of the elders, I want to update you concerning our ongoing response to COVID19 and the most 
recent Executive Order put in place by Bill Ketron and the Rutherford County Mayoral Caucus to mandate 
wearing masks while in public.  In addition, we want to clearly explain the biblical considerations that informed 
the decisions we are putting in place at this time for our Sunday gatherings.  
 
We understand this issue is a polarizing one. For some, mask mandates raise concerns for our American 
liberties. For others, masks are seen as an attempt to collectively care for our communities.  As believers, we 
have and will continue to arrive at different conclusions on these matters, as has been the case for centuries, 
so we must seek understanding on non-sin issues with one another.  
 
As I noted in my sermon on July 19, 2020, the key issue of consideration for our church corporately is not who 
is right on the aforementioned issues, but rather what is our responsibility as the church to one another. Our 
church launched nearly 5 years ago and we have seen God provide through so many difficult situations during 
our short lifespan.  He has been and continues to be good. We believe the same will be true for this moment. 
The elders believe with all our heart that this is an opportunity to tackle this challenge TOGETHER. Not 
by arriving at the same position about masks, but by seeing our unity as grounded in something 
greater.  We endeavor to make great the name of Jesus over and above this momentary affliction.  Yes, 
this is a momentary affliction whether (1) it turns out that masks are useless, (2) there is a play for power by 
some in government, or (3) indeed this is an extremely pervasive virus. 
 
Christians need to discern how we respond to the directives of our governmental authorities and which, if any, 
of those laws can or should be disobeyed.  Being a Christian and an American citizen are NOT one in the 
same.  Our heavenly citizenship rises above our earthly citizenship.  In that respect, Scripture speaks clearly 
in Romans 13.  

 
The overarching principle of Romans 13 is that God appoints rulers for our good and protection. Therefore, 
believers should submit to them.  Romans 13 does not give us "out clauses" to exempt ourselves from 
governmental authority simply because we don’t like it.  As believers we cannot give ourselves an "out" even if 
we can think of more reasonable alternatives than what the government has decreed. To be sure, we can 
petition, work for reform, educate, and vote to make our stance be known and/or adopted. However, if a 
governmental decree does not ask to violate biblical commands, then our conscience should compel us to 
comply. 
 
Let me give an example.  I (Pastor Tom) don’t like the speed limit of 65 mph on I-81 driving through Virginia.  In 
Tennessee, I can cruise at 75 mph (maybe slightly higher), but when I cross the state line, I decrease my 
speed. Why? Virginia strictly enforces 65mph.  I know this because I have received my fairshare of tickets on 
I-81.  Nonetheless, the fine is JUST because that is what that municipality has deemed to be a safe rate of 
speed for that interstate regardless of what I think is reasonable.  We believe the same principle can be applied 
to wearing masks under the same rubric of Romans 13.  
 
Romans 13:5 states, “You must submit, not only because of wrath, but because of your conscience.”  We 
understand that in our American form of government, there is fear of overreach (perhaps rightly so). 
Nonetheless, a plain reading of Romans 13 calls us to a greater understanding of how we should respond to 
the laws of our governing authorities.  Christians, throughout history, have lived under every sort of 
government, whether extreme dictatorships or democratic republics.  A great example is our friends in Belarus. 
This is election season and at this very moment, the reigning president of 26 years is stamping down any 



resistance to his leadership in the presidential election.  Yet, Christians there still have the basic freedom to 
preach, make disciples, and gather as the church. What’s more, my Belarusian friends have differing positions 
of whether there needs to be a change in government. They are still free to be the church.  
 
Scripture gives us two exemptions to governmental authorities.  These exemptions fall under two larger 
rubrics.  First, if a government COMMANDS what Scripture FORBIDS.  Example: If a government, for example 
recent time China, requires the abortion of children to families after the birth of 2 children, or if a government 
requires false worship instead of worship of the one true God.  These are clear violations of God’s law 
according to the 10 Commandments and Christians may disobey with a clear conscience. 
 
Second, if the government FORBIDS what we are COMMANDED to do in Scripture then we may disobey.  If 
we were prohibited to worship God corporately, or preach the Gospel and make disciples. These are clear 
commands in Scripture and warrant our resistance to governing authorities.  Again, this is clearly commanded 
in the Bible. 
 
The elders, while understanding and respecting individual consciences on these matters, do not see the 
mandate of wearing a mask as arising to something that God forbids or commands, nor as a law that needs to 
be resisted.  
 
With that said, individual Christians, as American citizens, are free and encouraged to vote their conscience. 
We should even strive for the greater accountability of our magistrates. Nonetheless, we should be compelled 
as citizens of heaven to seek a good conscience in all laws and orders unless they arise to egregious efforts to 
prohibit what God commands or command what God prohibits. 
 
Now what does this mean for the church corporately?  While the Executive Order gives religious provisions 
and exemptions for churches to decide what the best course of action may be, the spirit of the executive order 
is that if at all possible, leaders should encourage people to wear a mask while in our building and singing 
unless there is a biblical exemption.  Some religions may have a strong religious exemption to wearing a mask, 
but for Christian churches in the protestant and reformed tradition, we do not see a clear command in Scripture 
to resist this order as a body of Christ.  
 
So what will we do at Grace? The elders met, prayed, and considered a number of options.  We have no 
interest in binding people’s consciences. We will provide opportunities for all as best as we can in light of the 
current situation.  
 
As shepherds of the church, we are called to forsake our personal interests for the good of the body, noted in 
Philippians 2:1-5. We must remember that the Lord is our treasure, not the positive outcome of our earthly 
circumstances.  None of us are excited to wear a mask, but wearing one doesn’t present an insurmountable 
obstacle for us to pursue the commands of Christ on gathering for the Lord’s Day.  We would much rather wear 
a mask and be able to gather together through the ordinary means of grace than to not meet at all.  Some will 
not be convinced of that line of argument, but we must remember that we are to live out the Gospel in light of 
our redemption found in Christ within a world broken by sin and death until Jesus returns.  
 
You should expect the following going forward from July 26th until further notice.  The elders, deacons, and 
Sunday morning workers will be wearing masks as they serve you.  Additionally, we want to encourage all 
those who are willing to gather with us Sunday at 10:30 in the Sanctuary to do so while wearing a mask in the 
building.  This means masks must stay on for the duration of your time indoors except for when we are 
listening to the sermon together.  It is our hope that the majority of our church will choose this option unless 



physically or medically unable to do so. Please note: children 12 and under and attenders with breathing 
issues are exempt from this restriction.  
 
Notwithstanding the guidelines for worship in the Sanctuary, we are providing a second option.  The elders 
desire to honor and frankly empathize with those who (1) have conscientious concerns regarding the wearing 
of masks AND (2) who wish to pursue better social distance than offered in the Sanctuary.  We will provide the 
Livestream Room (Fellowship Hall) for those in these categories.  
 
All the church is encouraged to pursue fellowship outside before and after worship service without the use of 
masks.  
 
The goal and spirit of these guidelines is to protect and preserve our efforts to keep the main thing the main 
thing.  The elders believe this is a time that God has appointed for our church to tackle this momentary 
affliction TOGETHER.  The main thing for our church is the unity of the body of Christ.  The unity of the body of 
Christ is NOT defined by being required to wear or not wear a mask.  It is defined by the centrality of the 
Gospel and keeping God’s commands given the communion of the saints.  These commands (the ordinary 
means of grace) are corporate worship (IN PERSON) preaching, praying, and observing the Sacraments, and 
the individual pursuit of spiritual growth and holiness.  The elders and the members of Grace have covenanted 
together to protect and pursue these above any other earthly consideration.  
 
Our livestream will continue to be provided.  Though we pray that it is used for the purposes of those who have 
serious health concerns or risks, we understand that this is time we must seek understanding with one another 
in matters of conscience.  In the end, the best demonstration of our unity to rise above our earthly difficulties by 
setting our gaze on Jesus as ONE PEOPLE, with ONE CONFESSION, worshipping ONE LORD & SAVIOR.  
 
We love you church, and we look forward to worshipping with you this Sunday!  


