


Thanks for being our guest! 
Thanks for being our guest today.  We are honored that you have chosen to worship with 
us.  Grace Church is a confessional church affiliated with the Southern Baptist 
Convention and the Acts 29 Network as partners to advance the Gospel across the 
globe through church planting and mission efforts.  Should you wish to contact one of 
our elders or deacons, you can find contact information at the bottom of this page.  
Please know we are excited to serve you as you consider whether Grace Church is a 
good fit for you and your family. 
 
PLEASE NOTE:  
In these unprecedented times of COVID-19, we are choosing to limit our "in-person" 
church gatherings to Corporate Worship and DNA Groups only.  Our small group options 
for adults are groups of 10 or less. Through out the summer, we will continue to offer 
online options such as Pastor Chat and Prayer @ Noon.   
 
We are not able to provide a nursery for children during worship at this time but we do 
provide a "Children's Care Room" for nursing mothers and to attend to other children's 
needs adjacent to each worship space.  Please do not be anxious about having your 
child attend worship with you.  We are excited to have them join us, noise and all!  
 

Pastor/Elders & Deacons 
Pastor/Elders 
Lead Pastor...................................................................................................Tom Agnew 
Elder .............................................................................................................Josh Lafave 
Elder...........................................................................................................Delon Bradley 
Elder...............................................................................................................Justin Long 
 
Diaconate & Ministry Directors 
Deacon of Worship.................................................................................Jordan Williams 
Director of Children's Minisitry................................................................Monda Bradley 
Deacons of Fellowship/Hospitality.....................................................Paul & April Tigert 
Deacon of Prayer Initiatives...............................,.............................................Del Curtis 
Deacon of Community Outreach........................................................Lucas Hutchinson 
 
 

Connect with Us 
Website: www.gracesmyrna.org	 	 	 	 	 	          Phone: 615.625.5046 
 
      Follow us on Instagram                     Like us on Facebook 
@gracesmyrna                facebook.com/gracechurchsmyrna



Welcome & Announcements  
Delon Bradley


 
Call to Worship 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Angels We Have Heard on High 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Advent Wreath & Prayer 
Ivan & Sara Gray 
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Verse 3
Come to Bethlehem and see
Christ whose birth the angels sing
Come adore on bended knee
Christ the Lord the newborn King

Chorus

Verse 4
See Him in a manger laid
Whom the choirs of angels praise
Mary Joseph lend your aid
While our hearts in love we raise

Chorus

CCLI Song # 7014589

O’Lord our God,  we ask that You provide an inner stillness and security in Your love for us that withstands the 
chaos and turmoil raging both inside and out through a growing knowledge of God’s work for us in Jesus. We 
ask that the peace of Christ would break into your city; that God would restore families; that God would bring 
peace to the children in your city who don’t have families and would give them families; that God would bring 
reconciliation among different people groups. Help us to continually seek peace with God by confessing sin, 
repenting, and receiving Jesus anew.


I wait for the Lord, my soul waits,and in his Word I 
hope.My soul waits for the Lord more than those who 
watch for the morning. 
There is no darkness with you, O Lord. 

O Israel, hope in the Lord! For with the Lord there is 
steadfast love, and with him is plenteous redemption.
There is no darkness with you, O Lord.

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 
Spirit. 
There is no darkness with you, O Lord.



 

 



 
. 

Verse 1
Angels we have heard on high
Sweetly singing o'er the plains
And the mountains in reply
Echoing their joyous strains

Chorus
Gloria in excelsis Deo
Gloria in excelsis Deo

Verse 2
Shepherds why this jubilee
Why your joyous strains prolong
What the gladsome tidings be
Which inspire your heavenly song

Chorus
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Songs of Assurance 
 

Come Behold the Wondrous Mystery 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What Child is This? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Verse 1
What Child is this who laid to rest
On Mary's lap is sleeping
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet
While shepherds watch are keeping

Chorus 1
This this is Christ the King
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing
Haste haste to bring Him laud
The Babe the Son of Mary

Verse 2
So bring Him incense gold and myrrh
Come peasant king to own Him
The King of kings salvation brings
Let loving hearts enthrone Him

Chorus 2
Raise raise a song on high
The virgin sings her lullaby
Joy joy for Christ is born
The Babe the Son of Mary (Mary)

Chorus 3
Nails spears shall pierce Him through
The cross He bore for me for you
Hail hail the Word made flesh
The Babe the Son of Mary

CCLI Song # 7050422

Verse 1
Come behold the wondrous myst'ry
In the dawning of the King
He the theme of heaven's praises
Robed in frail humanity
In our longing in our darkness
Now the light of life has come
Look to Christ who condescended
Took on flesh to ransom us

Verse 2
Come behold the wondrous myst'ry
He the perfect Son of Man
In His living in His suff'ring
Never trace nor stain of sin
See the true and better Adam
Come to save the hell-bound man
Christ the great and sure fulfillment
Of the law in Him we stand

Verse 3
Come behold the wondrous myst'ry
Christ the Lord upon the tree
In the stead of ruined sinners
Hangs the Lamb in victory
See the price of our redemption
See the Father's plan unfold
Bringing many sons to glory
Grace unmeasured love untold

Verse 4
Come behold the wondrous myst'ry
Slain by death the God of life
But no grave could e'er restrain Him
Praise the Lord He is alive
What a foretaste of deliv'rance
How unwavering our hope
Christ in power resurrected
As we will be when He comes

CCLI Song # 7026028
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Word & Sacrament 
Proclamation of the World 

"He is our Light & Life"

Pastor Josh Lafave


Celebration of Communion 
Justin Long

Call of Response  
Be on guard! Be alert! You do not know when that time will come. It’s like 
a man going away: He leaves his house and puts his servants in charge, 
each with his assigned task, and tells the one at the door to keep watch. 
Therefore keep watch because you do not know when the owner of the 
house will come back— whether in the evening, or at midnight,  or when 
the rooster crows, or at dawn. If he comes suddenly, do not let him find 

you sleeping. What I say to you, I say to everyone: “Watch!” 

—Mark 13:33-37


Doxology 
Praise God from Whom all blessings flow Praise Him all creatures here 
below Praise Him above ye heavenly host Praise Father, Son, and Holy 

Ghost  

Benediction 



May the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and 
for all, just as we abound in love for you. And may he so strengthen your 
hearts in holiness that you may be blameless before our God and Father 

at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints.  

- 1 Thess 4:12-13
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Sermon Notes 



"He is our Light and Life" 
John 1:4-5




Sermon Summary

As the end of each year draws near, children begin asking, “Daddy, how long until 
Christmas?” When asked why they are so eager, most kids will be honest enough to admit 
that they are looking forward to presents. I am not so old that I do not look forward to 
Christmas gifts. But what I love best about the Christmas season are the decorations, and 
especially the Christmas tree. I look forward to draping the room in darkness, then plugging in 
the strands of lights strung around the tree. Light shines forth, chasing away the darkness. 
And I hear in my mind the words at the beginning of John’s gospel, speaking of Christ: “In him 
was life, and the life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness” (John 1:4–5).

It is common for New Testament books to preview their main themes in the introductory 
verses. The gospel of John begins with a prologue that is probably the most elaborate of them 
all (John 1:1–18), presenting the themes that will be important to John’s portrait of Christ. 
Three of these themes are gathered together in John 1:4–5, offering an eloquent summary of 
John’s Christmas message of the gospel of Jesus Christ.



Sermon Outline: 
 
Our Hope through His Life (vs 4) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our Hope through His Light (vs 4-5) 
 
 
 
 
 







*Summary	Above	taken	from	Doriani,	D.	M.,	Ryken,	P.	G.,	&	Phillips,	R.	D.	(2008).	The	Incarna*on	in	the	
Gospels.	(D.	M.	Doriani,	P.	G.	Ryken,	&	R.	D.	Phillips,	Eds.)	(pp.	149–150).	Phillipsburg,	NJ:	P&R	

Publishing.
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Our Hope in the midst of the Darkness (vs 5) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our Hope Applied (vs 6-8) 
 


 



	




























































RESOURCES FOR FURTHER STUDY

Politics After Christendom - David Vandrunen

Living in God's Two Kingdoms: A Biblical Vision for Christianity and Culture - David Vandrunen

Political Church: The Local Assembly as Embassy of Christ's Rule - Jonathan Leeman 
 



















THIS WEEK 



SUNDAY 

Women's DNA @ 7 pm - Led by Amanda Agnew 
(those2agnews@gmail.com)



MONDAY 



TUESDAY 
Men's DNA @ 5am - Led by Lucas Hutchinson 
lucasph1993@gmail.com  

Men's DNA @ 7 pm - Led by Josh Lafave 
(jslafave@gmail.com) 


WEDNESDAY 

Men's DNA @ 6:30pm - Led by Delon Bradley 
(bradleydelon@gmail.com) 



Women's DNA @ 7pm - Led by Amy Johnson 

(amybjohnson7@gmail.com)



Grace in Prayer (On Zoom) - 7:30 PM


THURSDAY 
Women's DNA @ 7pm - Led by Denise Molinsky

(denisemolinsky@gmail.com) 



Men's DNA @ 7pm - Led by Tom Agnew

(tom@gracesmyrna.org)


FRIDAY 


SATURDAY 
Women's DNA 8:30am - Monda Bradley

(mondabradley@gmail.com) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS


GC WOMEN'S FELLOWSHIP

Join the women of Grace for an evening of Breakfast 
Food and Christmas Jammies! December 6th, 4:30 at 
Church Building




GC MEN'S BONFIRE

Join the men of Grace for "BURN".  BURN is a Night of 
Brotherhood.  December 12th @ 4:30 pm. We enjoy 
good food, beverages and fellowship together.  





CHRISTMAS MISSIONS OFFERING

Partner with Grace Church to fund our partners well in 
2021.  We want to bless our Partners in Belarus, 
Redeeming Hope Church in Clarksville, TN as well as 
other new works in 2021.  We also give 50% of this 
offering to the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering.  Our 
goal is the equivalent of 1 Days salary for each family.  
We would love to raise $4000 for our Christimas 
Offering to kick start our missions efforts in 2021.



CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE

Our Christmas Eve Service is one of the highlights of 
the year for Grace Church.  This year, we will be joined 
by the First Free Methodist Church.  Additionally, we 
will be offering 2 service options @ 4pm & 5:30pm.  
Families will need to register online through the Church 
Center App or on our webpage.  




FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP 

Receipts for Oct. 2020	 $ 10,982.50

Receipts 2020 YTD	 	 $ 126,677.74

Expenses 2020 YTD		 $ 109.245.18

Balance as of Oct.1	 	 $ 29,148.55

Thank you for your faithfulness!  


STAYING CONNECTED 
@ Grace Church




