
 
 
 
 
 
     
    May 26th, 2020 
Dear Church Family,       
 
As many of you know, in the initial phase of re-opening Massachusetts, Governor Baker has 
allowed for places of worship to re-gather publicly. We were pleasantly surprised by this 
opportunity and we’re aware they have provided certain guidance and protocols, which we 
want to honor to help promote safety amidst this ongoing Public health concern.  
 
We are excited about coming back together, and we are simultaneously cautious and sensitive 
because we know that some may not yet feel comfortable or safe. In no way do we want to 
place a burden or pressure on those who are unable or uncomfortable with attending in 
person.  Please pray for discernment, kindness, and humility when it comes to navigating these 
times and each person’s need to decide what is best for themselves, their family, and their 
conscience. 
 
While things will likely shift and adapt over time, after meeting with our officers and staff there 
are some crucial and practical things we want to inform you about in advance of our planned 
first public service, on Sunday, June 7th.  Here is a Q&A format to help capture the main points: 
 
+ Will we still have a live-feed video of the service available online? 

Yes, while safety restrictions are in place, we plan to continue with this for all those who 
choose to worship from home. 

 
+ Will we have children and nursery ministry as normal? 

No, this will be suspended until we have a clear path to implement necessary safety 
protocols, which we are investigating. 

 
+ What else may be out of the ordinary? 

For this next season, our service will be shortened in length (similar to the live-stream), 
without elements like passing the peace, offering basket collection, or any 
fellowship/refreshments following the service. Until we can come up with feasible pre-packed 
option to distribute, we will hold off on serving communion. We will have a basket to drop in 
offerings, although we encourage folks to continue through on-line giving options. 
 
We are limited to 40% capacity, which means a max of 100 people in the sanctuary according 
to Town of Hanover inspector who came out this week. Therefore, we are hoping offer an 
overflow room with audio/visual when necessary. 
 
 

 

https://www.mma.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Places-of-Worship_Circular-Checklist_Eng.pdf
https://www.gracesouthshore.org/giving


+ What do we need to do for health/practical preparation? 
We will ask people to observe the common health practices (washing hands, coughing in their 
elbow, etc…) and avoid attending public worship if you are not feeling well or have reason to 
believe you have been exposed to COVID-19. Also, we are asking people to please wear a 
mask and maintain social distancing (no hugging or hand shaking recommended) with others 
that are not a part of your personal household. There will be tape in the sanctuary delineating 
6ft spacing. 

 
+ What else can we do to be prepared? 

Pray for God to grant our leader’s wisdom. Pray for God to increase in all of us a spirit of 
humility, unity, gratitude and patience. Pray for God’s Spirit to encourage and guide our 
worship. 
 

Obviously, there will be changes that we will have to make and adjust to on the horizon. As our 
leaders discern those, we will seek to communicate those things to you and try our best to 
facilitate the ministry of our church. Please let us know what questions you may have and how 
we can pray. 
 
Because of our Unity in Christ, 

 
Pastor Troy 
 


