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Destroying Grace (Galatians 1:110)
Decluttering Christianity sermon series
By Pastor David Hillis, 04.28.19
BIG IDEA: When you add any little thing to the Good News, it’s not good
anymore.
● One qualification (John 1:12; Ephesians 2:89)
○ Acceptance and trust of Christ and his free gift of grace.
○ It is Jesus’ work for me, not my work for him. It’s His performance for
me, not mine for him. It’s all about him and what He’s done.
○ It has nothing, nothing to do with us at all. You cannot make God accept
or love you any less, or any more.
● Nothing added (Galatians 2:213:1, ERV)
○ Jesus, plus nothing!
○ Adding on any small expectation to someone who is considering
Christianity is damaging.
○ Paul talked about how it was foolish to do so and that you are destroying
grace, making it meaningless.
● Justification versus sanctification (Galatians 3:2b3)
○ When we receive God’s gift of love and grace, God’s Spirit comes to live
inside of us.
○ The Spirit creates in us a longing, a desire to follow God’s desires for our
lives, not because we should or have to, but because we want to do so.
○ There is no minimum performance expectation put into place by God,
where is you miss it you are out.
NEXT STEP: Do you have something keeping you from accepting Jesus’ gift of grace
in your life? If so, let us know on your Hello card today. Who do you know who has no
interest in faith? Find some time to ask them more about it.
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FOR MY PERSONAL TIME WITH GOD THIS WEEK:
1.

This week, Pastor Dave started us out in this series Decluttering Christianity with
the opening lines of Galatians, in Galatians 1:110. Take some time this week to
read through this short book, preferably in one setting to get a fuller picture of
what was going on at that time. To come to a good grasp of what this book
teaches, consider reading Galatians each week of the series in a different Bible
translation (the New Living Translation, English Standard Version, EasytoRead
Version, and the Passion and Message are good options). As you read, pay
attention to Paul’s words and consider his motivations behind them.

2.

The story of Galatians continued to play out in the earliest years of the Church
and ultimately came to a head around 48AD, when a council of Church leaders all
gathered in Jerusalem to resolve this issue. Read Acts 15:135 to see what
happened, and how they tried to declutter the Good News as they did. Why do
you think they made the decisions they made? Do you agree with their choices?
Why/why not?

3.

Consider this week your own faith journey, from your early years up until now.
Have there been any things that have tripped you up, or hindered the
development of your faith over the years? What were they? Why were they not
helpful? Can you identify any in your life now? Why and how do they hinder you
in knowing you are unconditionally loved by God, and accepting God’s grace freely
as a gift? If you have questions or things that have hindered you, reach out to
Pastor Dave today and talk more.

4.

How would you explain the Gospel to someone who asked you today what you
believe? Now look up the following passages from Paul’s writings, noting what
they teach us about certain vital elements of the Gospel: the person of Christ
(Romans 1:14, 2 Corinthians 4:4, 2 Timothy 2:8), the work of Christ (Romans
2:1516, 1 Corinthians 15:15, 2 Timothy 2:8), and our response to Christ
(Romans 1:1617, Galatians 2:16, Ephesians 2:89). After studying these verses,
does you need to modify or improve what you have written?

ONLINE RESOURCES:
● Pastor Dave mentioned a couple of books by his former pastor, Gary Kinnaman,
about the importance of not cutting up the message of the Good News of God’s
grace. You can read one of these books for free here: Honey I Shrunk Jesus:
What Happens When Grace Isn’t Totally Amazing. To buy a copy of his other
book Dumb Things Christians Believe: Misbeliefs that Keep Us from Experience
God’s Grace, go to Amazon.
● Has Pastor Dave’s message raised questions in your mind about faith? Alpha is
starting this week at Roadrunner Coffee Co. and would be a great place to raise
those questions and make a few friends. FIND OUT MORE, or TELL US
YOU’RE INTERESTED.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1N1M2tjKnKunFa-urKB2U_wQNo9UDOKMcqvqgNCKu4c4/edit

2/2

