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So let us stop going over the basic teachings about Christ again and again. Let us go on
instead and become mature in our understanding. Surely we don’t need to start again
with the fundamental importance of repenting from evil deeds[a] and placing our faith in
God. You don’t need further instruction about baptisms, the laying on of hands, the
resurrection of the dead, and eternal judgment. And so, God willing, we will move
forward to further understanding. For it is impossible to bring back to repentance those
who were once enlightened—those who have experienced the good things of heaven
and shared in the Holy Spirit, who have tasted the goodness of the word of God and the
power of the age to come— and who then turn away from God. It is impossible to bring
such people back to repentance; by rejecting the Son of God, they themselves are
nailing him to the cross once again and holding him up to public shame. When the
ground soaks up the falling rain and bears a good crop for the farmer, it has God’s
blessing. But if a ﬁeld bears thorns and thistles, it is useless. The farmer will soon
condemn that ﬁeld and burn it. Dear friends, even though we are talking this way, we
really don’t believe it applies to you. We are conﬁdent that you are meant for better
things, things that come with salvation. For God is not unjust. He will not forget how
hard you have worked for him and how you have shown your love to him by caring for
other believers,[b] as you still do. Our great desire is that you will keep on loving others as
long as life lasts, in order to make certain that what you hope for will come true. Then
you will not become spiritually dull and indifferent. Instead, you will follow the example
of those who are going to inherit God’s promises because of their faith and endurance.
Hebrews 6

This letter is from Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ. I am writing to God’s chosen people
who are living as foreigners in the provinces of Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and
Bithynia. God the Father knew you and chose you long ago, and his Spirit has made you
holy. As a result, you have obeyed him and have been cleansed by the blood of Jesus
Christ. May God give you more and more grace and peace. All praise to God, the Father
of our Lord Jesus Christ. It is by his great mercy that we have been born again, because
God raised Jesus Christ from the dead. Now we live with great expectation, and we have
a priceless inheritance—an inheritance that is kept in heaven for you, pure and undeﬁled,
beyond the reach of change and decay. And through your faith, God is protecting you by
his power until you receive this salvation, which is ready to be revealed on the last day
for all to see. So be truly glad. There is wonderful joy ahead, even though you must
endure many trials for a little while. These trials will show that your faith is genuine. It is
being tested as ﬁre tests and puriﬁes gold—though your faith is far more precious than
mere gold. So when your faith remains strong through many trials, it will bring you much
praise and glory and honor on the day when Jesus Christ is revealed to the whole world.
You love him even though you have never seen him. Though you do not see him now,
you trust him; and you rejoice with a glorious, inexpressible joy. The reward for trusting
him will be the salvation of your souls. This salvation was something even the prophets
wanted to know more about when they prophesied about this gracious salvation
prepared for you. They wondered what time or situation the Spirit of Christ within them
was talking about when he told them in advance about Christ’s suffering and his great
glory afterward. They were told that their messages were not for themselves, but for
you. And now this Good News has been announced to you by those who preached in the
power of the Holy Spirit sent from heaven. It is all so wonderful that even the angels are
eagerly watching these things happen.
1 Peter 1:1-12

You were cleansed from your sins when you obeyed the truth, so now you must show
sincere love to each other as brothers and sisters. Love each other deeply with all your
heart. For you have been born again, but not to a life that will quickly end. Your new life
will last forever because it comes from the eternal, living word of God. As the Scriptures
say, “People are like grass; their beauty is like a ﬂower in the ﬁeld. The grass withers and
the ﬂower fades. But the word of the Lord remains forever.” And that word is the Good
News that was preached to you.
1 Peter 1:22-25

