
What if I’m not sure? 
discerning God’s voice  
when it seems difficult 

Hearing the voice of God is more 
difficult at times than others.  
Jesus encourages those who 
follow Him in John 10:4,5,27 to be 
confident in being able to discern 
His voice from the other voices in 
our lives.  We simply need to be diligent, and receptive toward God. 

At any given time, the thoughts we are having can come from one of 
four different places.  They can be our thoughts; the thoughts of others 
in our lives trying to influence us to their way of thinking; the voice of 
God; or the voice of satan, trying to tempt or deceive us into making 
choices that would hurt us, hurt others and/or distance us from God. 

If you have a situation in your life where you are having difficulty 
discerning which of the four voices it is, ask yourself these questions: 

Questions about being diligent to hear God’s voice 

1. Am I putting myself in a place where I can hear God?  Am I doing 
whatever I need to do to eliminate the noise and distractions of 
the world around me to hear from God?  (Go to the 4 W’s off the 
other GodTalk handout: withdraw, worship, wait, write.) 

2. Am I testing out what I think God is saying through all the other 
ways He speaks to me?  Am I seeking to confirm this through 
Scripture, prayer, circumstances and Godly counsel? 

• Scripture:  Does Scripture speak against what I am thinking?  Is 
what I am hearing consistent with God’s character, as seen in 
Scripture?  Does it make me more like Jesus?  Would it please, 
honor God?  Satan’s voice, and sometimes my own selfish voice, 
contradicts God in these ways. 

(over) 

• Prayer:  Do I sense God’s peace about this, or does it feel more 
like confusion?  Other voices bring chaos and confusion into our 
lives, not that sense of peace God provides. 

• Circumstances:  Does God seem to be closing any other doors I 
try to open around me other than this one?  Do I sense God 
showing me that it is He who is closing these doors, and why? 

• Godly counsel:  Is what I believe I’m hearing being confirmed 
through other Godly people around me?  How many Godly 
people have I asked who are unbiased in the situation? 

Questions about being receptive to hear God’s voice 

3. Is there anything that could be blocking me from clearly hearing 
what God is saying to me?  (Consider the 4 things from the other 
GodTalk handout that can block us from hearing God’s voice:  
unrepented sin, broken relationships, lack of faith/trust in God, 
busyness/distractions in life.) 

4. Have I been faithful to try to do the things that I know God 
called me to do last?  Or have I been running from those?  In the 
parable of the talents, Jesus tells us to be faithful in what He has 
told us to do last before He will entrust us with more.  The quickest 
way to turn God’s voice off is to ignore it when He speaks, or to be 
selective in our obedience.  However, when we hear God’s voice 
and obey, He can trust us to tell us more. 

5. Do I sense God is convicting me to trust Him and take a step of 
faith?  This is different from a sense of personal guilt, or 
condemnation in some way for not measuring up (which is not of 
God); rather, it brings a clear, concise feeling of not being obedient.  
Do I feel like I might be sinning by not being obedient in this area?   
Is it simply courage or trust that I am lacking to respond to what 
God might be asking? 

“Perhaps we don’t hear the voice [of God] because we don’t expect to hear it.  But perhaps 
we don’t expect to hear it because we know that we fully intend to run our lives on our own 

and never seriously considered anything else.  The voice of God would, therefore, be an 
unwelcome intrusion into our plans.”  — Dallas Willard, In Search of Guidance 
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