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To all who are spiritually weary and seek rest;

to all who mourn and long for comfort;

to all who struggle and desire victory;

to all who sin and need a Savior;

to all who are strangers and want fellowship;

to all who hunger and thirst after righteousness;

and to all who will come,

this church opens wide her doors

and offers welcome

in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.
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Grace Church is affiliated with the Presbyterian Church in America (PCA).
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________________Reflections________________

The cross of Christ is in itself an offense to the world; let us take heed that we add no
offense of our own.

— Charles Spurgeon

We refuse to bow to the spirit of the age, but we ought at least to speak the language of that
age, and address it from the Cross in the tone of its too familiar sorrow.

— P.T. Forsyth

A virgin, a tree and a death were the symbols of our defeat. The virgin was Eve; she had
not yet known man; the tree was the tree of the knowledge of good and evil; the death was
Adam’s penalty. But behold again a Virgin and a tree and a death, those symbols of defeat,
become the symbols of his victory. For in place of Eve there is Mary; in the place of the tree
of the knowledge of good and evil, the tree of the Cross; in the place of the death of Adam,
the death of Christ.

— St. John Chrysostom (344-407)

+  ADVENT  +  CHRISTMAS +  EPIPHANY + LENT  + EASTER  + PENTECOST  +

EPIPHANY SEASON
The word epiphany is used three times in the Scriptures. Two of the references speak of the second
coming (Titus 2:13 & 2 Thess. 2:8). The third time the word epiphany appears it refers to the first
coming of Christ that brings grace to abolish death and bring both life and immortality through the
gospel (2 Tim. 1:9-10). Epiphany ends the season of Christmas and leads us further into the life of
Jesus, leading up to his baptism and ministry. We now begin to reflect on Jesus as the manifestation of
God’s love by sending his one and only son into the world so that we might live through him (I John
4:9). Jesus fulfills the Father’s promise to bring his kingdom of peace and hope to our world.
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Grace Presbyterian Church
February 21, 2021

Prelude

Words of Welcome1

________________Praise________________

Call to Worship Hebrews 10:19-23

Leader: Therefore, brothers and sisters, since we have confidence to
enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of Jesus, by a new and
living way opened for us through the curtain, that is, his body,
and since we have a great priest over the house of God, let us
draw near to God with a sincere heart and with the full
assurance that faith brings, having our hearts sprinkled to
cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our bodies
washed with pure water. Let us hold unswervingly to the hope
we profess, for he who promised is faithful.

All: In Christ and among his people, we approach in faith!

1 As a courtesy, please program all communication devices to silent mode. Thank you!
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Song of Praise Fairest Lord Jesus
Anonymous

Fairest Lord Jesus, ruler of all nature,
Son of  God and Son of Man!
Thee will I cherish, thee will I honor,
Thou, my soul's glory, joy, and crown.

Fair are the meadows, fair are the woodlands,
Robed in the blooming garb of spring:
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer
Who makes the woeful heart to sing.

Fair is the sunshine, fair is the moonlight,
And all the twinkling starry host:
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer
Than all the angels heaven can boast.

Beautiful Savior!  Lord of all the nations!
Son of God and Son of Man!
Glory and honor, praise, adoration,
Now and forevermore be thine.

Prayer of Adoration

_____________Renewal_______________

Scripture Reading John 10:24-26

The Jews who were there gathered around him, saying, “How long will you keep us
in suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.”

25 Jesus answered, “I did tell you, but you do not believe. The works I do in my
Father’s name testify about me, 26 but you do not believe because you are not my
sheep.”
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Confession of Sin

Minister & People:

Almighty and merciful Father, we have ignored you and strayed from your ways,
like lost sheep. We have followed too much the devices and desires of our own
hearts. We have not loved you and our neighbor. We have left undone things you
have called us to, and we have done things we should have not done. There is no
health in us. Have mercy on us. We confess our faults, our rebellion, our
twistedness, our sin. Help us to repent. We believe, help our unbelief. Restore us
according to your promises declared to us in Jesus. And grant, for Jesus’ sake, that
from this day on, we may live a godly, faithful, righteous, sacrificial life to your
glory alone.

Private Confession and Reflection

Words of Encouragement John 10:27-30

“My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. 28 I give them
eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one will snatch them out of my hand. 29
My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all; no one can snatch them
out of my Father’s hand. 30 I and the Father are one.”

6



Song of Thanksgiving Come People of the Risen King
Keith & Kristyn Getty & Stuart Townend

Come, people of the Risen King,
Who delight to bring Him praise;
Come all and tune your hearts to sing
To the Morning Star of grace.
From the shifting shadows of the earth
We will lift our eyes to Him,
Where steady arms of mercy reach
To gather children in.

Refrain:
Rejoice, Rejoice! Let every tongue rejoice!
One heart, one voice; O Church of Christ, rejoice!

Come, those whose joy is morning sun,
And those weeping through the night;
Come, those who tell of battles won,
And those struggling in the fight.
For His perfect love will never change,
And His mercies never cease,
But follow us through all our days
With the certain hope of peace.(refrain)

Come, young and old from every land -
Men and women of the faith;
Come, those with full or empty hands -
Find the riches of His grace.
Over all the world, His people sing -
Shore to shore we hear them call
The Truth that cries through every age:
“Our God is all in all”!(refrain)

Peace of God

Minister: The peace of the Lord be with you!

People: And also with you.
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If parents prefer, children 4 years old – 2nd grade
are invited to attend Children’s Church in the Education Building at this time.

Doxology Thomas Ken & Bob Kauflin

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
In heaven above and earth below:
Praise God the Father and the Son,
Praise God the Spirit, three-in-one.

The Prayers of the People (concluded with the Lord’s prayer)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us
our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory for ever. Amen!

_______________Commitment______________

The Offering

The offering is a way for members and friends of Grace Church to support the
church’s mission and ministry. If you are our guest today, please feel under no
compulsion to give.

Scripture Reading Mark 8:31-9:1

31 He then began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be
rejected by the elders, the chief priests and the teachers of the law, and that he must
be killed and after three days rise again. 32 He spoke plainly about this, and Peter
took him aside and began to rebuke him.
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33 But when Jesus turned and looked at his disciples, he rebuked Peter. “Get behind
me, Satan!” he said. “You do not have in mind the concerns of God, but merely
human concerns.”

34 Then he called the crowd to him along with his disciples and said: “Whoever
wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow
me. 35 For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life
for me and for the gospel will save it. 36 What good is it for someone to gain the
whole world, yet forfeit their soul? 37 Or what can anyone give in exchange for their
soul? 38 If anyone is ashamed of me and my words in this adulterous and sinful
generation, the Son of Man will be ashamed of them when he comes in his Father’s
glory with the holy angels.”

9 And he said to them, “Truly I tell you, some who are standing here will not taste
death before they see that the kingdom of God has come with power.”

Leader:     This is the Word of the LORD.

People:     Thanks be to God!

Sermon Pastor Brad Wright

THE WAY OF THE CROSS

THE PERSON AND PURPOSE OF JESUS

______________COMMUNION_______________

Guidelines for Reception of Communion

Communion is a family meal for Christians. We welcome all committed followers of Jesus
Christ to partake of this sacrament: those who are baptized members of a congregation which
proclaims the gospel, who are at peace with God and with their neighbor, and who seek strength
to live more faithfully for Christ. If you are not a Christian, or if you are not prepared to share
in this meal, we encourage you to spend this time in prayer using the prayers that follow as
guidelines. We hope that this time is helpful as you consider your relationship with Jesus
Christ, and with his people, the church.
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The Great Thanksgiving

Minister: Therefore, lift up your hearts.

People: We lift them up to the Lord!

Minister: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.

People: It is right to give him thanks and praise!

Minister: Together we proclaim the mystery of faith.

All: Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again!

Song of Communion All Must Be Well
Matthew Smith

Through the love of God our Savior, All will be well
Free and changeless is His favor, All is well
Precious is the blood that healed us
Perfect is the grace that sealed us
Strong the hand stretched forth to shield us
All must be well

Though we pass through tribulation, All will be well
Ours is such a full salvation, All is well
Happy still in God confiding
Fruitful if in Christ abiding
Steadfast through the Spirit's guiding
All must be well

We expect a bright tomorrow; All will be well
Faith can sing through days of sorrow, All is well
On our Father's love relying
Jesus every need supplying
Yes in living or in dying
All must be well
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Prayer of Consecration and the Words of Institution

Prayer for those not communing:

Prayer for Covenant Children (Not Yet Confirmed)
Lord Jesus, thank you for placing me inside your family, the church. Help me more and
more to know you, to love you, and to follow you as your faithful disciple. Amen.

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth
Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the life. If what you claim is true, please
guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality of who you are. Grant that I might be
undaunted by the cost of following you, as I consider the reasons for doing so. Give me an
understanding of you that is coherent, convincing, and that leads to the life that you
promise. Amen.

Prayer of Belief
Lord Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever before believed, but,
through you, I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared to hope. I thank you for
paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross, and offering forgiveness and new
life. Knowing that you have been raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive
you as my Savior. Amen.

Prayer for Those Struggling with Sin
Lord Jesus, grant that I may see in you the fulfillment of all my needs, and may turn from
every false satisfaction to feed on you, the true and living bread. Enable me to lay aside the
sin that clings so closely, and run with perseverance the race set before me, looking only to
you, the author and finisher of my faith. Amen.

Prayer of Commitment
Lord Jesus, you have called us to follow you in baptism and in a life of committed
discipleship in your church. Grant that I may take the necessary steps to be one with your
people and live in the fullness of your Spirit. Amen.

Distribution of the Bread and the Cup
Your communion elements are placed on your seat to ensure contactless serving. To
open, peel back the first plastic seal to expose the unleavened wafer. Then peel back the
second plastic seal to expose the juice. Once opened, please hold the elements until all
have been received so we can celebrate this meal together. If you need gluten-free
elements, please let an usher know.
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Song of Commitment All Must Be Well
Matthew Smith

We expect a bright tomorrow; All will be well
Faith can sing through days of sorrow, All is well
On our Father's love relying
Jesus every need supplying
Yes in living or in dying
All must be well

Benediction2 Jude 24, 25

To him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you before his
glorious presence without fault and with great joy - to the only God our Savior be
glory, majesty, power and authority, through Jesus Christ our Lord, before all ages,
now and forevermore! Amen.

Dismissal

Minister: Now, let us go forth to serve this community and the world
as those who love our Lord Jesus Christ.

ALL: Thanks be to God!

The pastoral staff and other church leaders are available following the service
to pray with you or to answer your questions about the Christian faith or Grace Church.

Worship Music3

Thank you for sharing your gifts and talents with Grace Presbyterian Church.

Damon Henrichs, guitar
Rae Moses, piano

3All songs except hymns are copied under CCL # 1214497. The hymns are reprinted from Trinity Hymnal (© 1990, Great Commission
Publications). Used by permission. All Scripture is quoted from, unless otherwise indicated, the THE HOLY BIBLE, NEW
INTERNATIONAL VERSION®, NIV® Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.™ Used by permission

2The benediction is much more than a wish or even a prayer. It is a renewed ordination of the people of God to their service to each
other, to their community and the world.  God declares his own favor toward his people.
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______________ Sermon Notes ______________
Mark 8:31-9:1

THE WAY OF THE CROSS

THE PERSON AND PURPOSE OF JESUS
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______________ Community Group Questions ______________

1. How have you heard people talk about Jesus in your life? What are some of the
things that you have heard that are accurate and inaccurate about Jesus?

2. Look at the different characters in this text and discuss who rejected Jesus and
who received him? Read vs. 31-33. Why does Peter take Jesus aside and rebuke
him? What is going on with Peter’s understanding of who Jesus is? Discuss why
Peter’s “concerns” are the antithesis of God’s “concerns.”

3. Jesus explains that he will endure suffering as he follows his Father’s direction.
Why is this a lesser suffering than he would experience if he did not follow his
Father’s direction?

4. In what areas of your life do you find that you reject Jesus? In what areas of your
life do you find great comfort in receiving Jesus? Are there ways we can
experience today the kingdom of God that has come with power?

5. Discuss how as Christians today, we express faith that God’s kingdom has come
and will come with power? How does this direct our relationship with Jesus
today?
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____________ Announcements ____________

A complete list of Grace's events and ministries, can be found on our
website at https://www.gracewoodlands.org/announcements or use this
QR code.

Adult Christian Education Class
● Foundational Christian Doctrines Anthony Bocciardi

We live what we believe, but how well do our most cherished convictions compare
with the foundational tenets of Christianity that form our compass, our rudder?
Anthony invites us to grow in being the fragrant aroma of Christ so that we and our
neighbors can envision a different, better kingdom even as we struggle to live out our
faith in the present-day culture.
Join us in person at 9:30am or via stream https://www.gracewoodlands.org/liveace.

Community Groups are an excellent way to connect with your family at Grace. Please
contact the church office, and one of our pastors will talk with you about which
community group might be a good fit for you.

Stewardship: Grace thanks you so much for your generous gifts and offerings to our
Savior for 2021.

January
2021  General Fund Budget 71,966
Actual General Fund Income 53,685
Variance (18,281)

Your complete giving statement can be found on your membership database profile.
Please see the instructions below.
Step 1- Log on to our church website at http://www.gracewoodlands.org/. Step 2-
On the home page click on the connect tab/member login. A new window will open.
Step 3- Click on login Step 4- Fill in your username Step 5- If you don’t know your
password click on forgot the password and the computer will send you a temporary
password. Once you are on your page, you can reset the password to one that you will
remember. Please contact Dianna if you have any problems or questions at
281-296-0911/admin@gracewoodlands.org.
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____________ Welcome, Guests! ____________

We are excited you’re here with us today. We hope that you were warmly
welcomed and would love for you to be a part of Grace. Please take a moment
to fill out the visitor information form by using the QR code.

Children & Student Ministries:
•Parents of Infants-Three-Yr Olds: Our nursery classes (ages 8 weeks thru 3 years)
provide a warm, nurturing, and well-supervised environment. Our workers welcome
the opportunity to love your child! When using the nursery, please check-in and label
all items (bags, cups, etc.) with your child’s name. If you have any questions about
the Nursery, please contact our Children’s Ministries Coordinator, Kate Weimar, at
kate@gracewoodlands.org.
•Children’s Church is for children ages 4 through 2nd grade. During the passing of
the peace, the children line up with their leader in the back of the sanctuary to exit
worship. During the song of communion, children will rejoin their families to observe
communion with the rest of the church body. We will gather in room 107 in the
Education Building to sing songs, pray, and hear a children’s sermon. This format is
designed to model worship for our children and teach them the importance of
meeting together as the body of Christ.
•Student Ministries is designed for students from 7th grade through 12th grade. Our
goal in youth ministry is to reach students with the gospel through relational ministry
through Grace. For Information about upcoming events or to meet with Caleb,
contact him at caleb@gracewoodlands.org.

8989   Woodlands Pkwy, The Woodlands TX. 77382 / Phone: 281-296-0911
www.gracewoodlands.org
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