
Covid 19 Elder Response page 

The Covid-19 virus has brought significant challenges to us, our community, and 
our nation. We have been reminded of human limitations and sinfulness as well 
as the sovereignty and goodness of God.  Our church’s response to COVID-19 
does not come from a place of fear, but out of a desire to prepare wisely and 
consider the health of our church family. As always, we trust in the Lord’s plan 
and presence, and we are praying for our community and the world during this 
presence of this virus.

We have decided that all public gatherings will be canceled until further notice and in
accordance with the Executive Order instituted by the Governor of Virginia (follow
the link below to read the order). Until the time when we can relaunch our
public gatherings, we will, Lord willing, continue to adapt our ministries to an online
approach. We will seek to live stream our morning service at its regular time on
Sunday mornings. We will also continue to offer our adapted Bible Fellowship 
classes at varying times on Sundays and encourage our community groups to
meet online together as well.

The following is a list of scriptural reasonings for our decision to follow the Executive
Order established by the Governor of the State of Virginia.

1. Our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, teaches us to honor civil authorities as
those who are established by the authority of our God (Romans 13:1-7; 1 Peter
2:13-17). They are God’s servants to promote good and punish evil. We believe 
our God is the One who established their authority over matters of civil affairs 
in our community. We are not to obey if they seek to use their authority to 
lead us to open rebellion and disobedience to our Lord, but in most matters 
of civil governance we are to obey them (Acts 4:19; 5:29; Daniel 3:8-18; 
6:6-13). Some will argue that the Order will lead us to violate the command
given to us in Hebrews 10:25, in which we are not to forsake the assembling 
together of the body. However, we are not seeking to forsake the body; we
long for the body to gather. Through online platforms, we have sought alternative 
ways for the body to gather while this pandemic continues. And when we are 
able, we will seek to obey not simply the spirit of the command, but the full
expression of it by gathering again in the public setting of corporate worship.
As we prayerfully read this Executive Order, and we listen to the news
continually coming out concerning the virus and its threat, we do not believe



this Order is an unjust mandate that leads us to violate our conscience
or the Word of God.

2. Matthew 22:37-39 teaches us to "love the Lord your God with all your
heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind". This is the great  and
foremost commandment. The second is like it saying, "You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself". Our desire is to obey this command directed at both 
the people who make up the church and those within our community. It is our
desire to protect others who are the most vulnerable by encouraging them to
stay safe and protected as best they can during this outbreak. As elders, we 
are also called to shepherd the flock of God by feeding them the Word and 
leading them through the difficult challenges ahead. This means we make
decisions with a desire for the unity and good of the church. It is how we seek 
to lovingly lead this body. We believe canceling public gatherings is the best
way we can lead this body right now, to show love for one another and seek
to protect one another.

Here are links to the Executive Order and the CDC with advice for our safety:

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-nCoV/index.html

https://www.governor.virginia.gov/media/governorvirginiagov/executive-actions/
EO-55-Temporary-Stay-at-Home-Order-Due-to-Novel-Coronavirus-
(COVID-19).pdf

We will be providing materials to help you during our livestream services. We 
also ask that you remember to pray for one another, reach out to one another, 
and look for ways to safely love your neighbors and proclaim the goodness and 
glory of Jesus Christ during this season. We also ask that you would pray for our 
civil leaders, healthcare workers, and all those working on the frontline battling 
this pandemic. 

Our church Facebook page —
https://www.facebook.com/GreenRunBaptist

We thank the Lord our God for the privilege and honor of serving you. We pray
the Lord continues to watch over us all during this difficult season.

Your Elder Board 
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