
Hey GBC family,

First off, we are needing to reschedule our Sunday Picnic this week due to the uncertainty
surrounding the heat and the air quality. The prep that was going into this particular picnic
demanded we make a call earlier in advance. I am excited to let you know that we will have
our next picnic on September 19th (Lord willing) which Jason Bock will be cooking up some
amazing meat for. We also currently plan to have a corn hole tournament, bounce house
and a Kona Ice truck (fingers crossed). This will be an important Sunday as we plan to
launch Community Groups that week as well.

This has been a hard week for us all and I imagine for varying reasons. Because of that, we
will be offering some dessert in place of the picnic, for whoever would like to stick around
and experience community together this Sunday after the gathering. We want to be there
for each other and build each other up.

Now, for what I’m sure you really clicked on this email update for…

I’m sure you are aware that our county and state has renewed a mask mandate for public
gatherings happening in indoor spaces. If you feel frustrated, you are not alone. The news is
disheartening for many reasons.

We are reminded that people are being infected by COVID and some are experiencing its
effects horribly. I’m sure we all know someone who has been very sick, hospitalized and has
even lost their life. For many, this season has been filled with grief and lots of prayers for
people to regain their health.

It’s also disheartening because we now have a vaccine, have met county vaccination
percentage goals and yet, have the sense that we are going backwards. Many of us might
feel confused.

We all long for normal human interaction to return as a constant in our lives. Life is hard.
Our stresses are real. We wish we had more control over our circumstances. And so, this is
a great reminder to us that we need one another to lean on.

Our elder team has been discussing what we should do as a church in this season for a few
days now. Our goals are simple:

● We want to honor God
● We want to be a witness to His character as His body, His temple, His family (which

are the primary images given to the church in the NT)



● We want to love one another and our community with a sacrificial love (Knowing
that it’s our love that we should be known by - John 13�35)

● We want to stand on the foundation of Scripture which tells us that governments
are sovereignly given by God for society's good and that we should honor them
unless we are being told to sin. We recognize that we are told to honor them even
when/if we disagree with them on secondary issues.

These goals are easier to write than to follow if we are being honest.

Our main prayer is that we would experience true unity as a church in this divisive time.
Not a fake unity of sorts that draws our circles smaller and unites around our frustrations,
opinions, politics, etc. But instead, is a church united around Christ and the gospel. I am
more convinced than ever that the greatest threat to the church is not outside the church
but inside the church. Division is not a work of God. It is the work of the Evil One. (1
Corinthians 1-3) What unites us must be Christ and His gospel. If it’s not, I don’t know what
we will become, but it won’t be Christian in the truest sense of the word.

And so, to take a look behind the curtain so-to-speak, we think about things as an elder
team from this perspective. We realize that we can’t merely take our opinions on current
events and lead according to them. We further realize that we can’t make everyone happy.
Instead, we try to step back and think of the whole body in light of God and eternity and try
to find our footing there. We realize that each decision we make is contributing to our
discipleship and want to realize that God, in His providence, is making us into a certain
kind of people. So, we want to embrace these current challenges knowing that God’s aim is
to make us into gospel-people through it all. We pray this is who we are becoming.

In light of all this, we humbly inform you that beginning this Sunday we will be asking
everyone to wear a face covering while indoors. We understand that some are passionate
about mask wearing, some are passionate about not wearing a mask and most just simply
don’t enjoy wearing one. But let’s keep our priorities in check: We need to be together and
stay on mission and don’t want wearing a mask to distract us from what’s most important.

While we are asking GBCers to wear face coverings on Sundays, we will not (like we
have all along) become enforcers. We don’t know everyone’s story or circumstances
and are called to be a gracious people because we follow a gracious God.

For those concerned about health risk: be assured that Mountain View is a large, spacious
facility that has great ventilation and we hope you experience it as a place you are safe to
come to. We want visitors and non Christians to feel safe in coming. If you have to



quarantine or are unable to come because of certain health risks, please know that we will
continue to offer a livestream on Sundays at 4pm. If you are sick in any way, please stay
home and join us online. If you are in need of care, please reach out to our deacons.
(gbcdeacons@greshambible.org)

If you have any questions or concerns, as always, you can voice them to me or Mike or any
of our elders. We are happy to walk with you through the frustration or the sorrow of these
kinds of decisions.

With great affection for you all,

Your elder team (Josh Howeth, Mike Dahl, Joe Bryant, Rob Strickland and Josh Mathews)

“Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion,
kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience.  Bear with each other and forgive one another if

any of you has a grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. And over all
these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity.” - Colossians 3�12-14
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