
February 2, 2022

Hey GBC family,

At Sunday evening’s Members Meeting our elder team announced that beginning Sunday,
February 13th, we will be approaching our gatherings with a charitable position of masks
being optional regardless of the February 8th decision in our state.

What this means is that if you come and worship with us and choose to wear a mask, that’s
wonderful and we welcome you in light of the gospel. If you come and worship with us and
choose not to wear a mask, that’s wonderful and we welcome you in light of the gospel.

As an elder team we have wrestled all along, and especially since last fall with the question,
“At what point would we need to lead our church in breaking from a mask mandate?” We
weren’t asking this question simply because we don’t like wearing masks, but because we
understand that masks are not a neutral thing in our gathering together.

Our unified heart all along has been to honor God, be a witness to the gospel and His
character, to love one another and to obey Scripture. We have taken careful note of
Romans 13 and 1 Peter 2 that tell us that governing authorities are given by God for our
good and that we should submit to them unless they tell us to go against the will of God.
We have sought to do this as best as we have been convicted to do so.

There have been mandates that have come out all along that we have refused to follow for
various reasons. As guidance has come out, we’ve assessed what we are called to be and do
as a church and have followed through with the best of intentions or have communicated
to the OHA faith liaisons that we cannot follow suit and why. We’ve done the same in this
instance as well. (Some prior examples would be that we have always had our worship
leaders and the person preaching mask-less when they speak and lead us; We were asked
to not allow fellowship indoors; to avoid singing; to keep our gatherings to no longer than
an hour. All of these have conflicted with what we believe we are called to do together
when we gather).

Our position as an elder team has been to ask people to wear a mask while indoors and we
have decided all along to not enforce this because we think the priority for us as a church is
to be together and not to make mask-wearing a primary issue. What’s important is that we
are together. (Hebrews 10�24-25)

There are many things we are to pay attention to as elders, and at the top of that list is to
care for the spiritual health and vitality of GBC. Jesus’ big prayer for His people is that we



would be one as He and the Father are one. (John 17�21). His reason for this prayer is “so that
the world may believe that [the Father] sent me.” Our unity is an apologetic for the gospel!
Our unity was purchased at the cross (Ephesians 2�14-15) and it’s Jesus’ prayer and our
calling that we would live out that oneness with one another.

This is why Paul writes to the church in Rome that when it comes to second or third level
issues (in their instance when it comes to dietary laws and sabbath keeping) to be
convinced in their own minds but to live as one in their disagreement. “For none of us lives
to himself, and none of us dies to himself. For if we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die,
we die to the Lord. So then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s.” (Romans
14�7-8). He concludes, soberingly, “so then each of us will give an account of himself to God.”
(14�12)

As we continue to take the pulse of our church family, and as we seek to love and care for
everyone within it – and furthermore, as we assess the status of the divisiveness in the
world – we believe that continuing to follow the mask-mandate would threaten our unity to
an injurious level that would lead us to believe we are not shepherding GBC in a way that is
pleasing to Jesus our Chief Shepherd.

We know these last two years have been difficult for everyone. It is our conviction that the
best way forward from this point is to learn to acknowledge there are diverse opinions on
these matters and lean into reflecting our unity within diversity.

We are so thankful for the majority of our people who have followed our leadership even
though it may go against their personal conviction. We understand that you have been the
“invisible middle” through all of this and that this has been a long difficult road. We long for
our gatherings together to be a place of refuge – where burdens are lifted – and not a place
of pain. We believe “masks optional” allows our gatherings to be a place of refuge in such a
difficult season for all.

We know that no decision is perfect in the eyes of all and that for many this may be hard to
understand. So we thank you in advance for your graciousness towards us and towards
everyone in our faith family, no matter where they stand on this particular issue.

Let’s keep making the gospel the main thing we are believing, sharing and fellowshiping
around.

With great affection for you all,

Josh, Mike, Joe, Rob and Josh



“Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion,
kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience.  Bear with each other and forgive one another if

any of you has a grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. And over all
these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity.” - Colossians 3�12-14


