
 
 

 
 

In his book on 1-2 Thessalonians, Be Ready, Warren Wiersbe wrote, “The purpose of Bible 

prophecy is not for us to make a calendar, but to build character.” He went on to suggest that date-

setting can be upsetting—a principle that captures exactly the Thessalonians’ situation. As they 

found themselves facing increased opposition, they were shaken by a teaching that the Day of the 

Lord had already come (2:2).  

 

Since the chapter provides so much information about “the lawless one,” who is usually identified 

with the Antichrist, it is easy to focus on what Paul has to say about that figure and skip over his 

purpose in including this chapter in his letter to this Thessalonians. They already knew at least 

some of the information he included (2:5). Paul never provided information for its own sake; truth 

was always the basis for action. In this case, the opposition they were facing was an evidence that 

“the mystery of lawlessness” that was already at work in the world (2:7). It was not, however, 

evidence that the Day of the Lord had arrived. They should, therefore, live in a manner that is 

worthy of the calling God had placed on their lives (2:13). The message of the chapter is: 

Although the mystery of lawlessness is already at work, we must stand firm, hold fast, and 

not be shaken, because the Day of the Lord has not yet arrived. 

The logic of the chapter proceeds in three steps: 

 

God currently restrains the mystery of lawlessness (2 Thess. 2:5-7). 

The mystery of lawlessness is already at work in the world (2:7a). That lawlessness, however, 

is not as bad as it could be, because God is sovereignly restraining it (2:6). When God removes 

that restraint, the Day of the Lord will come (2:7b). 

 

There are three possible explanations for “what restrains” in 2:6-7. 

1. The popular explanation is that the phrase refers to the Church. It presupposes an 

eschatological system in which the Church is “taken out of the way” at a pre-tribulation 

rapture. 

2. The most common explanation is that the phrase refers to the Holy Spirit. It concludes 

that the Spirit stops his convicting work during the period of the tribulation.  



3. The simple explanation is that the phrase refers to God’s providential work of 

governing his creation. 

 

The Day of the Lord will follow the revelation of the lawless one (2 Thess. 2:3-4, 8-12). 

• He will appear during a time of widespread apostasy (2:3; 11-12). 

• He will oppose everything connected with the one true God (2:4). 

• He will claim to be God (2:4). 

• He will align his activities with Satan’s (2:9). 

• He will perform powerful signs and false wonders (2:9). 

• He will deceive his followers, who will perish (2:10). 

• He will die at Jesus’ coming (2:8).  

 

The Thessalonians should continue to stand firm and hold fast to the truth (2 Thess. 2:13-17). 

Paul reminds the Thessalonians (and us) that God loved them (2:13a), chose them (2:13b), set 

them apart for salvation (2:13c), called them through the gospel (2:14a), destined them for 

glory (2:14b), and given them both hope and comfort (2:16). They should respond by standing 

firm (2:15a), holding fast to the truth (2:15b). As they do, they can be confident that God will 

comfort them and strengthen them for every good work and word (2:17). 

 

Opposition and affliction can confuse our understanding and cloud our thinking. It is easy to get 

off track and focus on our circumstances rather than on God’s calling on our lives. Although God 

is restraining him, Satan is at work in the world, and we see his work in the lawlessness around us. 

In the face of that lawlessness, Paul’s point is . . .  

We must stand firm, hold fast, and not be shaken. 

 

Getting Personal 

 

Take some time to read through 2 Thessalonians 2:1-17. Then, reflect on how you would 

answer the following questions. 

 

1. In what area(s) are you most prone to have your faith shaken or disturbed (2:1-2)? Why? 

What biblical truth speaks most directly to those areas? 

 

2. How is God at work restraining lawlessness in the world (2:5-7)? What examples have you 

seen in your own life or in the lives of other believers? 

 

3. What practical steps can you take to guard against being influenced by teachings that might 

lead you astray from God’s truth (2:8-12)?  

 

4. Which truth(s) about what God has done for you encourage you the most (2:13-17)? Why? 

What does standing firm and holding fast to the truth look like for you? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


