
 
 

 
 

In 1976, Francis Schaeffer wrote his book, How Should We Then Live? In it, he proposed that we 

should base society on Scripture rather than on humanism and should live in the light of God’s 

revealed truth. In one sense, Schaeffer’s question is the same question Paul sought to answer in 

each of his letters: In light of the truth God has revealed in the gospel, how should we live? It is 

the question he has been answering throughout both of his letters to the Thessalonians. In 

particular, how should God’s people live in light of the truth of Jesus’ coming? 

 

The Thessalonians had embraced the truth of Jesus’ coming with a vengeance. It had even 

prompted some to stop working and spend their time meddling in the affairs of others. The problem 

apparently had worsened since Paul wrote his first letter because of a claim that the Day of the 

Lord was already present. In 2 Thessalonians 2, Paul had made it clear that the claim was false. In 

Chapter 3, he returns to the basic question behind the letters: How should the Thessalonians (and 

we) live in light of the truth of Jesus’ coming? 

 

Paul had already set out seven principles to follow. 

• 1 Thessalonians 1: We must give thanks for one another . . . and tell each other why. 

• 1 Thessalonians 2: We must minister with conviction and respond with commitment. 

• 1 Thessalonians 3: We must help others grow spiritually by caring for them consistently. 

• 1 Thessalonians 4: We must use truth to help one another grow. 

• 1 Thessalonians 5: We must live lives of progressive sanctification. 

• 2 Thessalonians 1: We must persevere in the face of suffering. 

• 2 Thessalonians 2: We must stand firm, hold fast, and not be shaken by opposition. 

 

In 2 Thessalonians 3, Paul adds six commands that should guide the way in which we must live 

while we wait for Jesus to come. 

• We must pray for one another (3:1-2). 

• We must continue in the teaching we have received (3:4). 

• We must command, exhort, and admonish those who live unruly lives (3:6, 14, 15). 

• We must imitate the example of godly leaders (3:7-9). 

• We must work quietly so that we can eat what we earn (3:12). 

• We must not grow weary of going good (3:13). 



 

In light of the truth of Jesus’ coming, Paul’s point is . . .  

We must live quietly and productively according to the truth we have been taught.  

 

Getting Personal 

 

Take some time to read through 2 Thessalonians 3:1-18. Then, reflect on how you would 

answer the following questions. 

 

1. What are some of the key truths that should guide the way you live?  

 

2. How willing are you to confront other believers who are not living according to the truth?  

 

3. What qualities of the leaders of the Faith family that you should imitate?  

 

4. What might cause you to grow weary of doing good?  

 


