
 
 

 

 

The Colossian Heresy 

The so-called “Colossian heresy” was a syncretistic combination of several religious systems. 

The teaching included elements of Jewish legalism (Col. 2:16-17), Oriental mysticism (Col. 

2:18-19), and Greek asceticism (Col. 2:20-23). Although the heresy claimed to be teaching 

Christ (2:3-10), what it actually taught was that Christ alone was not enough. Instead, it claimed 

that what they needed was “Christ + ____.” 

 

 

Paul’s Ministry (Col. 1:24-2:5) 

After Paul concludes his discussion of Christ’s pre-eminence (1:15-23), he provides an 

overview of his own ministry. Since he had no previous contact with the Colossians, this 

section allows him to begin building his relationship with them. 

 

His Commission to Preach Christ (1:24-29) 

• His target audience is the Gentiles (1:27).  

• His message is “Christ in you, the hope of glory” (1:27). 

• His method includes warning and teaching (1:28). 

• His aim is to present every person complete in Christ (1:28). 

 

His Concern for the Colossians (2:1-5) 

• He has never met them in person (2:1). 

• He rejoices in the stability and steadfastness of their faith (2:5). 

• He worries that they might be deluded with persuasive argument (2:4). 

• He wants to encourage them (2:2) and help them arrive at a true knowledge of Christ, 

in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge (2:3).  

 

  



Our Completeness in Christ (Col. 2:6-23) 

Paul wants the Colossians to know that it is not enough simply to understand the completeness 

of Christ. They must understand (1) that they are also complete in Christ (cf. 1:28), and (2) that 

they must appropriate his completeness in their own lives. His instruction includes three 

aspects: a principle, the problem, and God’s provision for his people through Christ. His 

bottom line is that in Christ they already possess everything they need to live for God. 

 

The Principle Stated (2:6-7) 

• Rather than listening to the false teachers who had infiltrated their congregation, the 

Colossians should continue walking by faith in Christ as they had been taught (2:6). 

• Their walk should be characterized by a firm foundation (“firmly rooted), continuing 

growth (“built up”), stability (“established”), and gratitude (2:7). 

 

The Problem Summarized (2:8, 16-23) 

• The Colossians, however, were dealing with individuals who wanted to “take them 

captive” by trying to add to everything they already possessed in Christ (2:8). 

• Those individuals employed three strategies, reflecting three different religious 

approaches (2:8) 

o Philosophy – One aspect of Greek philosophy taught that anything material was 

evil. Individuals, therefore, should use ascetic practices to subdue the body become 

more spiritual (cf. 2:20-23). 

o Tradition – Judaism taught that following tradition and ritual was essential in living 

for God (cf. 2:16-17). 

o Elementary principles of the world – One aspect of Asiatic mysticism taught that 

personal spiritual beings (stoicheia) inhabited and controlled the elements of the 

universe. Humans needed special visions and experiences to understand and 

worship those beings (cf. 2:18-19). 

 

The Provision Explained (2:9-15) 

• Because all fullness dwells in Christ, we are complete in him (2:9-10). 

• Spiritual circumcision has removed our uncleanness and brought us into the new 

covenant (2:11). 

• Burial and resurrection with Christ has put away our old lives and has given us new 

lives (2:12). 

• When we were made alive with Christ, our sins were also forgiven, so that our sin debt 

has been paid, and we have a fresh start (2:13-14). 

• With Christ, we have triumphed over every spiritual ruler and authority (2:15). 

 

Are you trying to add something to God’s provision in Christ? In Jesus, the Father has given us 

everything we need to live for him. Our job is to appropriate what we already possess. Paul’s point 

is . . . We must live by appropriation, not by addition. 

 

 

Take some time to read though Colossians 1:24-2:23. Then, reflect on how you would answer 

the following questions. 

 



1. What difference should the truth of “Christ in you, the hope of glory” make in the way you 

live each day (1:24-29)? 

 

2. How does a true knowledge of Christ strengthen the assurance of your faith (2:1-5)? 

 

3. Why is it important that you continue walking in Christ as you received him (2:6-7)? 

 

4. What are the provisions you have in Christ, and why are they superior to any other 

philosophical or religious system (2:9-15)? 

 

5. What “extras” do you most frequently tend to add to the provisions you already have in 

Christ (2:8, 16-23)? 

 

 

 

 

 


