
  

 

I. Connecting With One Another 

What do you pray for with confidence? When do your prayers lack confidence? Why? 

II. Introduction to this Series and Study 

John has at last reached the end of what he wants to say; he has shown clearly the 
difference between the true believer and the false, and now he concludes by reiterating 
his purpose, which was to assure those of his readers who believed in Jesus as the Son of 
God of their possession of eternal life. Such people can be sure of an answer to their 
prayers, a point which leads John into a brief discussion of the problem of interceding for 
those who fall into sin.  

Finally, he sums us the great truths which he has discussed earlier in the letter, the 
realities of God’s keeping power, of adoption as God’s children, and of communion with 
God. 

The letter closes with an appeal to his readers not to be led astray into false religions. 

III.  Study the Text 

a. Read 1 John 5:13-21. Why does John say we can have confidence in our prayers (vv. 13-
15)? 

b. Why might a Christian doubt he or she has “eternal life” (v. 13)? 

c. How do you discern whether you are praying “according to his will” (v. 14)? 

d. Most of our prayers concern the future, what we want to see happen or what we want 
God to do for us or for someone else. When we pray to God about the future, in what 
sense do “we know that we have what we asked of him” (v. 15)? 

Those who believe in Jesus, who abide in God, stand at the place where heaven and earth 

meet. They are encouraged to draw down the blessings of heaven into the life of earth, 

and to know as they make their requests that they have already been granted—even 

though, as Scripture itself and Christian experience both teach, they may be granted in 

ways one had not expected. (N.T. Wright) 

Respond to the quote from N.T. Wright. 

e. How is verse 16 an encouragement to keep praying even when we see people going in a 
wrong direction? 

It’s hard to know exactly where John draws the line between sin which is “deadly” and sin 
which is “not deadly” (vv. 16-17). Perhaps he means that those who deny that Jesus has 
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come in the flesh (see 4:1-3) have committed a sin which puts them beyond reach of 
redemption, since God’s forgiveness comes through Jesus. Based on the context of the 
letter this seems to fit. What do you think? 

f. In verse 18 John twice uses the phrase “born of God.” Who is he referring to in each case, 
and what is the connection between the two halves of the verse? 

g. As the letter is drawn to a close, John writes that “the whole world is under the control of 
the evil one” (v. 19). That doesn’t sound very hopeful. But as you consider the letter as a 
whole, what gives you hope for continuing to live in such a world? 

h. Why do you think John concludes his letter with the admonition “Dear children, keep 
yourselves from idols” (v. 21)? (The Message paraphrases verse 21 this way: “Dear children, 
be on guard against all clever facsimiles.”) 

IV.  Reflect and Respond 

a. John draws out implications for believers in this passage. What does he teach about your 
relationship to God? To Sin? To the Devil? 

b. What are some of the most troublesome and persistent “idols” we must guard against? 
How do we do that? 

c. Read verse 20 again. Think about Christians you know who seem to have deep 
“understanding” in relationship to God and the Christian life. How do you think they got 
there? How can you get there? 

V.   Spend some time in prayer: 

a. Spend some time in silent confession before God for your sins that do “not lead to death,” 
and silently praying for other brothers and sisters in Christ you may believe to be in sin. 
Also pray for those you know and care about who seem to have rejected Jesus. Hold each 
one up in the loving light of Christ. 

b. Rest in your relationship with God, through Jesus. Sit quietly and consider that you are a 
child of a perfect, loving Father. Allow God to embrace you and your will and His will one. 
Now, tell God what is on your heart…ask Him. 

c. Close by praising God for “keeping you safe." 


